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Passage:   The Story of an Infamous Turncoat  Narrative 10.5 

Born in Connecticut in 1741, Benedict Arnold was apprenticed at an apothecary business as a young 
man. He served in the militia during the French and Indian War. Arnold had become prosperous 
merchant by the time the Revolutionary War broke out. 

In 1775, Arnold joined the Continental Army. He partnered with Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain 
Boys to capture the British garrison, Fort Ticonderoga.  In 1776, Arnold played a crucial role in stopping 
a British invasion of New York at the Battle of Lake Champlain. The following year, he brought about 
the surrender of British General John Burgoyne’s army at Saratoga, NY.  

Yet, Arnold felt that he never received the recognition he deserved. Twice wounded, he was temporarily 
incapable of field command. When he accepted the position of military governor of Philadelphia in 
1778, his loyalties began to change. Arnold concluded that his interests would be better served assisting 
the British than continuing to suffer for an ungrateful American army.  

Arnold entered into secret negotiations with the British. He agreed to turn over the U.S. post at West 
Point in return for money and a British military command. The plot was discovered, but Arnold escaped. 
He received a commission with the British army and served in several minor engagements against the 
Americans. Later, Arnold resided in England where he was treated with coldness and contempt.  In 
America, his name has become synonymous with the word “traitor.” Benedict Arnold died as he lived, a 
man without a country.    

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1.What is this passage about?
(a traitor – Benedict Arnold – during the American Revolutionary 
War) 

Main Idea 

2. When did Benedict Arnold serve in the militia?
(during the French and Indian War) 

Fact 

3. Who was Benedict Arnold’s partner when his Green Mountain
boys captured a British garrison? 
(Ethan Allen) 

Fact 

4. Where was Benedict Arnold effective in stopping the British
from taking over New York? 
(at Lake Champlain) 

Fact 

5. What position did Benedict Arnold accept after he was seriously
wounded in 1778? 
(he accepted the position of military governor of Philadelphia) 

Fact 

6. What caused Benedict Arnold’s loyalties to change?
(he was angry that the Continental Army never gave him the 
recognition he deserved for his military victories) 

Fact 
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7. What U.S. post did Benedict Arnold plot to turn over to the
British? 
(West Point) 

Fact 

8. What happened to Benedict Arnold when his plot was discovered
and he escaped to the British troops? 
(the British gave him a commission to serve in their army/military ) 

Fact 

9. Why do you think the British people treated Arnold “coldly and
with contempt” after the war was over? 
(any logical response such as: they had no respect for a traitor) 

Inference 

10. When someone calls another person a “Benedict Arnold,” what
do you think they mean? 
(any logical response: they are calling that person a traitor, they are 
accusing someone of selling out their friends or country ) 

Inference 

11. Keeping in mind that the Continental Army wore blue uniforms
and the English Army wore red, what does the word “turncoat” 
mean? 
(any logical response such as: someone who changes sides in the 
middle of a conflict/war) 

Inference 

12. The author states that Arnold’s name “became synonymous
with the word traitor.” What does the word “synonymous” mean? 
(having the same meaning as) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow   4-9 Correct 
Red        1-3 Correct
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