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©Don	  Johnston	  Incorporated	   donjohnston.com/par	  
For	  use	  with	  Protocol	  in	  Accommodations	  for	  Reading	  (PAR)	  by	  DeCoste	  &	  Wilson	   04.2014	  

Passage:   Growing Up Narrative 6.5 

Paula and Kathy had been good friends since elementary school. Paula and her brother David lived in a sprawling 
house close to town. Kathy was the oldest of five kids. They lived in a boxy house on the very edge of town. 
Paula’s father owned an insurance office. Kathy’s dad managed a metal foundry. 

Paula’s family always included Kathy in their fun. They invited her to backyard barbeques, sleepovers, birthday 
parties, and festivals at temple. One unforgettable Saturday, Paula’s mom took both girls to New York City by 
bus. They took the subway to the Museum of Natural History. Paula’s mom bought them lunch and souvenirs. 

Sometimes Kathy felt a little jealous. Paula had her own room and beautiful clothes. Her dad drove a shiny new 
car. Both families belonged to the local swim club. Paula’s family had a poolside cabana. Kathy’s family rented a 
small dressing room. In winter, Paula vacationed in Florida. Kathy spent the holidays with her grandparents. She 
spent her vacations at the shore with her cousins. Paula never mentioned her grandparents or talked about her 
cousins. Curiously, there were no family photographs in Paula’s house. 

One day, in middle school, Paula’s mom was a substitute for Kathy’s history teacher. She smiled at Kathy, who 
was sitting in the first row. As Paula’s mom read aloud from the textbook, Kathy learned about the events in 
Europe leading up to World War II. Only when Paula’s mom laid her book down did Kathy first notice the line of 
blue numbers tattooed on her forearm. As Kathy had just learned, those numbers were tattooed on people in Nazi 
concentration camps during World War II. 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(any logical response: a young girl who learned that wealthy people may 
have much sadness in their past; a young girl learning that there is more 
to other people than she may be aware of) 

Main Idea 

2. What type of business did Paula’s father own?
(an insurance office) 

Fact 

3. Although Paula and her family included Kathy in many activities, how
did Kathy sometimes feel about them? 
(a little jealous about all the nice things they had) 

Fact 

4. Where did Paula’s mom take Kathy and Paula when they went to New
York City? 
(the Museum of Natural History) 

Fact 

5. While Paula spent her vacations in Florida, where did Kathy spend her
vacations? 
(at the beach/shore with her cousins, with family/her grandparents) 

Fact 

6. Kathy noticed that Paula never talked about other people in her family.
Who did Paula NOT talk about? 
(her cousins and grandparents) 

Fact 

7. At what job did Paula’s mother work?
(as a substitute teacher) 

Fact 
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8. What did Kathy fail to notice on Paula’s mother’s arm until Kathy was
in middle school? 
(the blue number tattoo) 

Fact 

9. After she learned about Europe during World War II, what did Kathy
realize about Paula’s mother? 
(any logical response: that she was a Holocaust survivor, that she had 
been in a Nazi concentration camp) 

Inference 

10. Why do you think there are no photographs of Paula’s grandparents,
aunts and uncles and cousins in her house? 
(any logical response: they had perished in the Holocaust, they all died in 
the concentration camps during World War II, none of them were still 
alive) 

Inference 

11. After that day in history class, how did Kathy feel toward Paula and
her family? 
(any logical response: she felt 
sympathetic/supportive/sensitive/understanding, she began to understand 
that having money doesn’t mean people don’t have unhappiness in their 
past) 

Inference 

12. In this story, what does the word “sprawling” mean?
(spread out, roomy, large, lots of space, having many rooms) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


