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Passage:   Friends or Foes  Expository 3.5 

Bees and beetles, and snakes and worms make our gardens their homes. They are a gardener’s best friends. 
Gardens provide these animals with food, water, and homes. In turn, garden animals eat pests, improve soil, and 
pollinate flowers. 

Bees collect nectar and pollen from flowers. Pollen grains stick to their bodies.  The pollen rubs off on other 
flowers to help make new seeds. Beetles eat soft, tiny bugs that suck juices from plants. Garter snakes eat slugs 
that damage leaves. Earthworms burrow into hard soil. They make channels to drain water and take air to plant 
roots. Worm waste enriches the soil. 

Welcome garden friends. 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(garden animals) 

Main Idea 

2. What provides the animals in this passage with food, water, and homes?
(gardens) 

Fact 

3. In addition to eating pests and improving the soil, what do garden animals
do to help the garden grow? 
(pollinate flowers) 

Fact 

4. What sticks to bees and then rubs off on other flowers?
(pollen) 

Fact 

5. What burrows and makes channels in hard soil?
(earthworms) 

Fact 

6. What happens to plants when tiny bugs suck juices from plants?
(any logical response: the plants dry up and die, the plants turn brown) 

Inference 

7. How do garter snakes help gardeners?
(any logical response: they eat garden pests that harm the plants) 

Inference 

8. What does the word “enriches” mean in this passage?
(to improve the quality of something, to make something richer/better) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct 

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 
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