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Passage:   Fliers or Liars Narrative 6.6 

We had just watched a space shuttle launch on TV when Dad said, “Orville and Wilbur Wright’s first airplane 
flight happened little more than a hundred years ago. Now, space flight seems routine.” 

“That’s amazing,” I replied. 

Dad asked, “Did you know that Granddad’s Great Uncle Lou was just 21 years old when the Wright brothers 
flew? When Granddad asked him about his reaction to the news of this amazing first flight, Great Uncle Lou said 
that he didn’t believe it. At the time, nobody did.” 

Dad explained, “News traveled slowly in 1903. Only five people witnessed the Wright brothers’ first flight–not a 
single reporter. The brothers sent a telegram about their flights to their father in Dayton, Ohio, asking him to 
inform the press. But the Dayton Journal refused to publish the story. The editor said that the flights were too 
short to be important. When the Wright brothers finally sent a statement to the press, people showed little 
interest.” 

Dad added, “Reporters were invited to witness their later flights, but they were postponed. Only invited friends 
witnessed their next few flights. Because the only photographs were taken by the Wright brothers themselves, 
people grew skeptical of their claims.” 

Dad went on, “Newspapers called the brothers ‘bluffers.’ They questioned whether the Wright brothers were 
‘fliers or liars.’ So Orville and Wilbur Wright held public demonstrations of flight in Europe and America. People 
everywhere were thrilled; the Wright brothers achieved world fame. They received awards from the President, 
and Dayton held a homecoming celebration in their honor. 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(the Wright brothers) 

Main Idea 

2How much time went by between the Wright brothers' first flight and the 
launch of the space shuttle viewed on TV by the author? 
(a little more than a hundred years) 

Fact 

3. How old was Great Uncle Lou when the Wright brothers first flew?
(21 years old) 

Fact 

4. According to the passage, why did news about the Wright brothers first
flights travel slowly? 
(only 5 witnesses witnessed the flight, no newspaper reporters were 
present) 

Fact 

5. Why did the editor of the Dayton Journal refuse to print the story of the
Wright brothers’ first flight? 
(he thought the short flights were unimportant) 

Fact 

6. What happened when reporters were invited to witness later flights?
(the flights were postponed) 

Fact 

7. Why were people skeptical of the Wright brothers’ claims?
(the only photographs of the first flights were taken by the brothers; only 
friends had actually witnessed the flights) 

Fact 

8. How did the Wright brothers prove their accomplishments to the world?
(they held public demonstrations) 

Fact 

9. Why did the Wright brothers need to keep their airplane design secret
from competing inventors? 
(any logical response: their competitors might steal their successful flying 
machine design and claim it as their own; many other people were trying 
to become rich and famous by inventing the first successful airplane) 

Inference 

10. Like the Wright brothers, what do people need to do in order to show
that they are not bluffing or lying about their accomplishments? 
(they need to prove it to others; they need to provide proof/evidence of 
their accomplishments) 

Inference 

11. Why did no one believe that the Wright brothers had successfully
flown in a flying machine? 
(any logical response: the idea of human flight seemed impossible, people 
didn’t believe human beings would ever fly or were even meant to fly, 
people wouldn’t believe it until they could see it for themselves) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “skeptical” mean in this passage?
(not believing something, doubting or questioning) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct 

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 
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