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Passage:   Eureka!  Expository 5.5 

“There’s gold in them there hills!” In 1849, prospectors spread gold fever across America. Thousands 
rushed to California in hopes of striking it rich. 

Gold can be found in almost all fifty states. Gold gets stuck in rock and embedded in gravel and 
sandbars, called “placers.” Strong storms or melting snows wash gold down into streams. Gravity causes 
the heavy gold to settle where the water slows down. These areas are known as “gold traps.” Small 
nuggets, crystals, flat flecks and tiny lumps called “pickers” can be found there. 

Panning for gold is simple, cheap, and exciting. It begins with the proper equipment and practiced gold-
panning techniques. The next step is to look for gold where it has already been found. Do research to 
find locations known to produce gold. Check existing claims and restrictions. Locate a gold-bearing 
stream or access a public or recreational gold mining site. An optimistic attitude will make the 
experience fun. 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(finding gold, panning for gold) 

Main Idea 

2. What did thousands hope to find when they flocked to
California in 1849? 
(gold) 

Fact 

3. After water melts and the strong storms wash the gold away,
where does it go? 
(down into streams, downstream) 

Fact 

4. Why does gold settle in gold traps?
(because gravity causes heavy objects to sink to the bottom where 
water is moving slowly) 

Fact 

5. Where is the first place you should look for gold?
(where gold has already been found) 

Fact 

6. How does an optimistic attitude help you when you’re panning
for gold? 
(any logical response: it keeps you from getting 
discouraged/giving up) 

Inference 

7. In your opinion, what was the author’s purpose in writing this
passage? 
(any logical response: to help readers understand that panning for 
gold can be easy/fun/interesting, to get readers interested 
in/excited about panning 

Inference 
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8. What does the word “restriction” mean in this passage?
(rules that limit, thing(s) you are not allowed to do) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome)
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


