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Passage:   Don’t call Me a Hero  Narrative 10.4 

A patrol of nine Americans−both Marines and Army soldiers−and 45 Afghan military set out for a friendly meeting with 
village elders in the Ganjgal Valley of Afghanistan when rocky terrain forced them to exit their armored vehicles and move 
in on foot. At daylight on September 8, 2009, Taliban forces ambushed the patrol with mortars, rockets, RPGs and small 
arms fire. 

With more than 100 enemy fighters dug in on high ground, Marines called for artillery fire from a nearby base.  When the 
first rounds missed, a Marine trapped inside the village radioed new coordinates. Commanders at the base refused to fire; it 
was too close to the village.  

As dead and wounded Afghan soldiers lay scattered along the valley floor, Marine Cpl. Dakota L. Meyer, a twenty-one year 
old Kentucky farm boy, ran out to assist them. In what was described as “almost insane bravery,” he and a fellow Marine 
drove the dead and wounded out of the valley. With enemy fire whizzing around them, they tried repeatedly to reach the four 
Marines trapped in the village. In the end, the day-long battle took the lives of all four Marines and eight Afghan soldiers.  

For exceptional bravery in repeatedly running a gauntlet of enemy fire in a desperate attempt to save his fellow Marines, 
Meyer received the Medal of Honor. After receiving the nation’s highest award from President Obama in September 2011, 
Meyer told reporters, “At the end of the day, we did our job; we were still fighting.” 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 

1.What is this story about?
(an act of exceptional heroism, how a soldier became a hero of the 
war in Afghanistan) 

Main Idea 

2. What caused the patrol to exit their armored vehicles and walk
into the village?  
(rocky terrain) 

Fact 

3. When did Taliban forces ambush the patrol?
(at daylight on September 8, 2009, when the sun came up, as soon as 
it was light) 

Fact 

4.Why did Marines trapped in the city radio a nearby base?
(to request/ask for artillery fire) 

Fact 

5.Why was the Marines’ second request for help denied?
(the coordinates were too close to the village) 

Fact 

6. What did Marine Cpl. Dakota Meyer do when he saw Afghan
soldiers lying dead and wounded on the valley floor?    
(he ran out under enemy fire to assist them/drive the dead and 
wounded out of the valley) 

Fact 

7.Who was Sgt. Meyer trying to rescue from the Afghan village?
(four Marines who were trapped there, four of his fellow soldiers) 

Fact 

8.After being awarded the Medal of Honor by President Obama,
what did Sgt. Meyer say about being a hero?   
(that he was only doing his job and still fighting) 

Fact 
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9.What do you think Sgt. Meyer was thinking as he kept going back
through heavy enemy fire to try to rescue his fellow soldiers?   
(any logical response: “I’m really scared but I’m going to get my 
guys out of this,” “I’m a Marine, and Marines never leave anyone 
behind.”) 

Inference 

10.Why do you think base commanders probably decided not to send
artillery fire too close to the village?    
(to avoid civilian casualties, so they wouldn’t kill civilians) 

Inference 

11. How do you think Cpl. Meyer felt about the Afghan soldiers and
Marines that he was unable to save?      
(any logical response: sad that he couldn’t save them, really angry at 
the Taliban soldiers who killed them, upset with headquarters for not 
bombing close to the village to save the Marines trapped there) 

Inference 

12.In the phrase, “For exceptional bravery in repeatedly running a
gauntlet of enemy fire in a desperate attempt to save his fellow 
Marines…,” what does “running a gauntlet” mean?  
(any logical response:  to go through a series of dangerous or deadly 
situations) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow   4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


