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Passage:   Dangers of the Deep  Narrative 9.7 

During the Discovery Channel’s “Shark Week” programming, Don White and his son joked about the 
remote possibility of encountering a shark during their upcoming deep-sea fishing excursion off the 
North Carolina coast. Neither could have imagined that, weeks later, White would appear in numerous 
television interviews broadcast nationwide to relate his harrowing experience of being attacked by a bull 
shark. 

It had been a sweltering August day of fishing in the Atlantic Ocean off Beaufort Inlet, North Carolina. 
Forty-five-year-old Don White, his son Donnie, and several friends decided to take a dip in the ocean to 
cool off before heading back to shore.  As White swam toward the boat’s ladder, he felt sudden severe 
pressure on his right foot. Trying not to panic, he cried out, “Sharks! Everybody out of the water!” 

Donnie and his cousin hauled the injured man onto the boat while four aggressive bull sharks swarmed 
around the blood Don had left behind in the water. The young men fastened a belt around Don’s leg as a 
tourniquet and raced 13 miles to shore. 

White received 120 stitches and spent a night in the hospital. As a souvenir of his brush with death, his 
surgeon presented him with the razor-sharp tooth he had removed from White’s foot. “Here’s proof that 
it wasn’t just another fish tale, “ White quipped as he held the tooth in front of TV cameras. 

White’s was the third shark attack along the North Carolina coast over the course of that summer. The 
fishermen had learned a valuable lesson about the dangers of casting themselves like bait into the briny 
deep. 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1.What is this story about?
(a shark attack) 

Main Idea 

2. Why did Don White and his son joke about encountering a shark
on their fishing trip?  
(they knew the chance of encountering a shark was only a remote 
possibility) 

Fact 

3. Why did the fishermen decide to take a quick dip in the ocean?
(to cool down) 

Fact 

4. After he felt sudden severe pressure on his right foot, why did
Don White shout out? 
(to warn his fishing buddies that there were sharks in the water) 

Fact 

5. What did Don’s son use as a tourniquet?
(his belt) 

Fact 

6. What did the fishermen do to get Don White to a place where he
could receive medical attention? 
(they raced the boat 13 miles to shore) 

Fact 
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7. What was the proof that Don White had been bitten by a shark?
(the shark’s tooth the doctor removed from his foot) 

Fact 

8. Why did Don White appear in news interviews on TV?
(to relate his harrowing experience, to tell the true story about his 
shark encounter) 

Fact 

9. What did Don White show about his character when he held the
shark’s tooth in front of TV cameras and told reporters, “Here’s 
proof that it wasn’t just another fish tale.” 
(he still had a sense of humor, he was able to have a sense of humor 
about his brush with death) 

Inference 

10. What lesson do you think Don White and his friends and family
learned as a result of their shark experience? 
(any logical response; no matter where you are in the ocean, shark 
attacks are possible; sharks can be found in unexpected places and 
you should be careful about where you swim) 

Inference 

11. Why do you think Don White and the others on his boat felt
they would be safe swimming in the ocean near their boat? 
(any logical response: sharks were not often found in the area where 
they were swimming, sharks rarely attack even if they are in the 
area) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “briny” mean in this passage?
(salty, ocean) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow   4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 
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