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Passage:   Cruising in a Convertible  Expository 5.5 

Don’t you love riding in a convertible? You feel like a movie star, cruising around in your sunglasses 
with the wind blowing through your hair. 

In the early1900s, every car was a convertible. Horseless carriages had no roofs or windshields. There 
were no paved roads so driving was dusty and dirty. Early motorists wore “automobile clothing.” 

To keep dirt and insects out of their eyes, drivers wore goggles. Some wore hats with built-in goggles or 
windshields; others wore face masks. Men wore caps while women wore wide-brimmed “motoring 
bonnets” with scarves that tied under the chin. 

Leather gloves kept drivers’ hands warm and clean. They also served as work gloves. “Foot muffs” kept 
feet warm in winter. 

To keep dirt and mud off their clothing, motorists wore “dusters,” loose-fitting, neck-to-ankle coats. In 
case of rain, rubberized “storm aprons” were spread across the passenger seating area. These large 
ponchos, with two to five head openings, kept the passengers warm and dry – at least from the neck 
down! 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(early automobile clothing, what people wore while riding in early 
automobiles) 

Main Idea 

2. According to the passage, what does riding in a convertible make
you feel like? 
(a movie star) 

Fact 

3. What characteristics of the horseless carriage made every car a
convertible? 
(they had no windshields or roofs) 

Fact 

4. What did drivers wear to keep mud and dirt off their clothing?
(dusters, long coats that covered them from neck to ankle) 

Fact 

5. Ladies wore wide-brimmed hats with scarves tied under the chin to
protect their hair and faces. What were these hats called? 
(motoring bonnets) 

Fact 

6. Why were later models of automobiles designed with windshields
and roofs? 
(any logical response: to protect passengers from dirt and weather; to 
keep people clean, warm and dry) 

Inference 

7. What kinds of “automobile clothing” do most people wear today
when they ride in a convertible? 
( any logical response: sunglasses, hats, maybe a jacket if it is cool 
out) 

Inference 
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8. What does the word “rubberized” mean?
(coated/covered with rubber; made using rubber) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome)
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


