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Passage:   Boy Hero of the Confederacy Narrative 8.5 

The Yankee general offered him his freedom if he would identify the traitor. “I would die a thousand deaths 
before I would betray a friend,” he responded. Refusing his last chance to save his own life, the 21-year old was 
sentenced to hang. 

Sam Davis was born in 1842 in Rutherford County, Tennessee. As a boy, he attended a military academy. When 
the Civil War broke out, Davis enlisted in the 1st Tennessee Infantry. His regiment joined the western Virginia 
campaign commanded by Robert E. Lee and fought at the battles of Shiloh, Perryville, and Stones River. 

In early 1863, Davis became a “Coleman’s Scout.” Often wearing Confederate uniforms and traveling with 
official military passes, the Coleman Scouts worked behind enemy lines. They disrupted Yankee communications 
and collected information on Union troop movements. The U.S. Army considered them spies. 

Davis was captured near Chattanooga, Tennessee by Federal troops. He was found carrying papers that contained 
critical information on Union troops. In his possession, he had newspapers and personal items he was transporting 
to General Bragg. These items could have only have come from a traitor within Union ranks. 

Yankee General Dodge needed a name. Under great pressure, Davis refused. He was charged with espionage and 
carrying classified mail. General Dodge ordered a court martial. Davis admitted to being a courier of the mails, 
but he pled not guilty to the first charge. He was found guilty on both charges and hanged. The execution of Sam 
Davis rallied the South. He became known as the boy hero of the Confederacy. 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(Sam Davis) 

Main Idea 

2. Who commanded the western Virginia campaign?
(General Robert E. Lee) 

Fact 

3. What did Coleman’s Scouts often wear when they worked behind
enemy lines? 
(Confederate uniforms) 

Fact 

4. Since they collected information on Yankee troop movements, what did
the U.S. Army consider the Coleman Scouts to be? 
(spies) 

Fact 

5. What happened to Sam Davis when he was carrying papers with
information about troop movements, as well as newspapers and personal 
items for General Bragg? 
(he was captured) 

Fact 

6. What charges did General Dodge make against Sam Davis?
(carrying classified mail and espionage/spying) 

Fact 

7. In a last effort to spare the boy’s life, who did General Dodge ask Sam
Davis to identify? 
(the traitor/his Yankee friend who provided him with information) 

Fact 

8. After Sam Davis refused to reveal his source, what did he say?
(that he would rather die than betray a friend) 

Fact 

9. Near the end of the Civil War, why do you think that the death of Sam
Davis rallied the South? 
(any logical response: because the execution of the boy angered them, they 
did not feel Sam should have been executed as a spy) 

Inference 

10. Why does a statue of Sam Davis stand outside the Tennessee state
capitol building? 
(any logical response: because Tennessee is the birthplace of the boy hero 
of the Confederacy, because Sam Davis was from Tennessee and they want 
to remember their own hero of the Confederacy) 

Inference 

11. Why was Sam Davis honored by the South?
(for refusing to name the traitor, which would harm the Southern cause as 
well as his friend) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “rallied” mean in this passage?
(brought back together for a common purpose, gathered together, united, 
revived, caused to want to continue fighting) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


