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Passage:   Body Art Expository 10.5 

For thousands of years humans have marked their bodies with permanent designs. Body art has been worn as a 
status symbol, a declaration of love, self-adornment, and even a form of punishment. Once considered a rebel art, 
body art has evolved into an acceptable form of self-expression. 

The earliest human body art was found on the 5,200 year-old Iceman discovered in 1991. Ancient Egyptian tomb 
scenes show figures of women with designs on their bodies and limbs. In ancient Greece and Rome, body art or 
“stigmata” marked someone as belonging to a religious sect or to an owner, in the case of slave, or as punishment 
to mark criminals. As Christianity emerged, it was felt that body art disfigured the human form, and body art was 
banned. 

Polynesians developed intricate body art over thousands of years. Following Captain James Cook’s expedition to 
Tahiti, the term “tatu” became the English word “tattoo.” Tattooed sailors returned home, and body art caught on 
in Europe. 

The first American tattoo parlor opened in New York City in 1891. In the first half of the 20th century, tattoos 
were standard among U.S. military men. During the 1960s and 1970s, tattoo artists catered to bikers, hippies and 
those on the margins of society. By the 1980s and 1990s, professional athletes, movie stars, and fashion models 
began to sport tattoos, creating a new market for custom body art. Today, fueled by middle-class women who 
consider a tattoo a public beauty mark, body art has achieved mainstream popularity. 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(the history of body art/tattoos) 

Main Idea 

2. Where was evidence found that indicated the use of body art by ancient
Egyptian women? 
(in scenes found on ancient tombs) 

Fact 

3. Where was the earliest evidence of human body art found?
(on the body of the “Iceman”) 

Fact 

4. What was one example of body art or stigmata used as punishment in
ancient Greece and Rome? 
(it was used to mark criminals) 

Fact 

5. Why was body art banned by the early Christian Church?
(they believed that it disfigured the human form) 

Fact 

6. What Polynesian word that means “intricate body art” became the
English word “tattoo?” 
(tatu) 

Fact 

7. When did body art catch on in Europe?
(when Captain Cook’s sailors returned home from Tahiti wearing tattoos) 

Fact 

8. With whom did tattoos become popular in the first half of the 20th

century? 
(with military men, with soldiers and sailors) 

Fact 

9. In the 1960s and 1970s, what kind of people would most likely NOT
wear a tattoo? 
(any logical response: such as anyone other than hippies, bikers, and 
those on the margins of society) 

Inference 

10. Professional athletes, movie stars, and fashion models created a new
market for custom body art in the 1980s and 1990s, which made tattoos 
more acceptable for what kind of people? 
(any logical response: almost anyone: students, young adults, middle-aged 
men and women, even grandparents) 

Inference 

11. Give one example that supports the statement, “Once considered a
rebel art, body art has evolved into an acceptable form of self-expression.” 
(any logical response: many people I know have tattoos; I see moms, dads, 
teenagers, young adults and even grandparents with tattoos; there are 
many tattoo parlors in the towns and cities near where I live) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “disfigured” mean in the story?
(spoiled, scarred, ruined, done something bad to someone’s 
appearance/body) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct
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