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Passage:   At Your Service Expository 6.6 

Most dogs are companion animals, but some are more than just pets. Service dogs help people of all 
ages in many ways all over the world. They assist the blind, the deaf and the disabled. They work with 
police, security and the military. Service dogs respond to emergencies, search for the missing and rescue 
the injured. Therapy dogs aid people in hospitals and nursing homes.  

Dogs come from the wolf family, nature’s best hunters. Dogs first came to live with humans about 
15,000 years ago. The first working dogs helped people hunt food. As people trained dogs to do other 
jobs, they protected homes from enemies and livestock from predators. Dogs carried heavy loads. Later, 
people bred dogs to meet their needs. Dogs were bred for their size, strength, alertness and ability to 
obey commands. 

A dog’s sense of smell is thousands of times stronger than a human’s. Detection dogs use their sense of 
smell to locate hidden items. Their ultra-sensitive noses can protect people from danger. Detection dogs 
work with airport security, customs, military, and law enforcement officials to keep people safe.  

Calm, gentle dogs are trained as therapy dogs. They receive certification to work in hospitals, schools, 
and nursing homes. They visit children, the sick, and the elderly. Therapy dogs help people forget their 
troubles. They make them feel better, which helps them get well. Therapy dogs serve as companions to 
those who are afraid, upset, sad, and lonely or just need a hug from a furry friend. 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(service dogs) 

Main Idea 

2. What is another name for a companion animal?
(a pet) 

Fact 

3. When did dogs first come to live with humans?
(about 15,000 years ago,) 

Fact 

4. How strong is a dog’s sense of smell as compared to humans?
(thousands of times stronger than a human’s) 

Fact 

5. Who uses detection dogs in airports?
(airport security and/or customs agents) 

Fact 

6. What type of dogs are trained as therapy dogs?
(calm and gentle dogs, dogs with a calm/gentle personality) 

Fact 

7. How do therapy dogs help the people they serve?
(they make them feel better and/or help them get well) 

Fact 

8. What type of service dog will be most helpful to people living in
a nursing home? 
(a therapy dog) 

Fact 

9. What kinds of jobs are probably NOT best done by a detection
dog? 
(any logical response: hunting for food, carrying loads, visiting 
sick/elderly people, assisting people with disabilities, etc.) 

Inference 

10. What is a good personality for a service dog who visits
classrooms in schools to listen to children read? 
(any logical response: the dog should be gentle/patient/calm, love 
children, etc.) 

Inference 

11. What do you think is the best way to find the right kind of dog to
meet your needs? 
(any logical response such as learning about the 
personality/characteristics of different types/breeds of dogs) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “livestock” mean?
(animals that are raised to sell, eat, use, etc.) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


