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Passage:   At the Bottom of the Sea  Narrative 7.6 

In 1996, the wreck of a 16th century merchant ship was found off the coast of North Carolina. Historians 
wondered if it might be the remains of a pirate vessel. Rescue, recovery, and scientific analysis began. 
Finally, after 15 years, the wreck has been positively identified. It is the Queen Anne’s Revenge. 

The most famous pirate in history was Edward Teach. He is best known as Blackbeard the pirate. In 
1717 Blackbeard stole a French merchant ship. He renamed it the Queen Anne’s Revenge. This 40-gun 
flagship led his four-vessel pirate flotilla for almost a year. Then in 1718, Blackbeard’s mighty ship ran 
aground near Beaufort Inlet. His pirates loaded the cargo onto another ship before the flagship sank. 

Since its discovery, underwater archaeologists have spent years mapping the wreck. They have taken 
photographs and made drawings. Divers have tagged thousands of artifacts. Many artifacts were buried 
in hard masses of shell, sand, and seawater. These concrete-covered items have been x-rayed to see what 
is hidden inside. Separating these artifacts is slow work. So far, more than 20,000 have been recovered. 
These include the ship’s anchor, five cannons, the ship’s bell, navigation instruments, gold dust, and 
pewter plates. 

Scientists, historians, and archaeologists have analyzed the artifacts. They have compared them to 
historical records. Dates and places printed or stamped on individual items have been matched to the 
records of cargo stolen from other ships. The Queen Anne’s Revenge had been lost for almost 300 years. 
Now the evidence proves that the wreck is Blackbeard’s flagship. 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(identifying the wreck of the Queen Anne’s Revenge) 

Main Idea 

2. By what other name was Edward Teach known?
(Blackbeard) 

Fact 

3. Where was an important shipwreck found in 1996?
(off the coast of North Carolina) 

Fact 

4. How long did it take for the recovery and scientific analysis to
positively identify the wreck as the Queen Anne’s Revenge? 
(15 years) 

Fact 

5. In order to positively identify the shipwreck, whose work did the
historians rely on? 
(underwater archaeologists, divers, scientists, and historians) 

Fact 

6. What kind of ship was the Queen Anne’s Revenge before
Blackbeard stole and renamed it? 
(a French merchant ship/vessel) 

Fact 
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7. How did scientists identify the artifacts that were buried in hard
masses of shell, sand, and seawater? 
(they X-rayed them, using x-ray) 

Fact 

8. How did historians analyze the artifacts recovered from the wreck
of the Queen Anne’s Revenge? 
(they matched them to historical records, including records of cargo 
stolen from other ships) 

Fact 

9. Why do you think that positive identification had to be made of
the Queen Anne’s Revenge before the artifacts could be displayed in 
a museum as the wreck of Blackbeard’s pirate ship? 
(any logical response: without positive scientific identification the 
museum could be accused of displaying fake artifacts, museums 
only display items that have been proven to be authentic through 
scientific analysis/evidence) 

Inference 

10. Why was it important to take photos and make drawings of
artifacts before they were removed from the wreck site? 
(any logical response: so historians and scientists could determine 
where artifacts were located within the ship, to determine whether 
artifacts were actually related to/part of the wreck) 

Inference 

11. Do you think the positive identification of Blackbeard’s Queen
Anne’s Revenge was easy or difficult? Explain your answer. 
(any logical response: it was difficult work that took a lot of time, 
attention to detail, and plain old hard work) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “artifact” mean?
(a relic or object surviving from the past) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct
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