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Passage:   American Legacy Expository 10.6 

The illustrations and engravings of Thomas Nast shaped holiday customs and politics in America. He established 
images and customs that Americans consider traditional. His cartoons and illustrations highlighted the politics and 
government of the Industrial Revolution. Despite his illiteracy, Thomas Nast became a strong influence in 
American society. 

Born in 1840 in Germany, Thomas Nast immigrated to the United States as a child. Unable to speak English, he 
found it difficult to succeed in school. Using crayons, Nast spent hours drawing. At age 12, his parents enrolled 
him in art school. After a few years, he quit due to financial reasons. Confident in his abilities, Nast sought 
employment in New York. 

During the American Civil War, Nast covered the war as an illustrator. Working for Harper’s Weekly, he 
illustrated battles and military scenes. Nast’s cartoons highlighted major national events and issues, the political 
process, and government scandals. He created American symbols, including Columbia, the Republican elephant 
and Democratic donkey, and Uncle Sam. 

Nast’s illustrations marked the first appearance of the Santa Claus we know. His inspiration came from Clement 
Moore’s poem, A Visit from St. Nicholas. His art first depicted Santa’s North Pole home, workshop and elves, 
children’s letters to Santa, and the idea that only good children received gifts. 

Undeterred by his disadvantages or circumstances, Nast gained inspiration for his art from having science, 
history, and literature read to him. The works of Thomas Nast left an enduring American legacy. 
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Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this passage about?
(the life and work of Thomas Nast) 

Main Idea 

2. Why was in necessary for Thomas Nast to gain inspiration for his art
from having science, history and literature read to him? 
(because he struggled with reading and writing, he was illiterate) 

Fact 

3. Where did Thomas Nast immigrate from?
(Germany) 

Fact 

4. When he first arrived from Germany, why did young Thomas Nast find
it difficult to succeed in school? 
(he could not speak English, he could only speak German) 

Fact 

5. How did Thomas Nast become a strong influence in American society?
(any logical response: through his art and illustrations, by drawing 
political cartoons, by creating American symbols like the Republican 
elephant and the Democratic donkey and Uncle Sam) 

Inference 

6. Where did Thomas Nast go to find work as an illustrator?
(New York) 

Fact 

7. What American symbol did Thomas Nast create in addition to
Columbia, the Republican elephant and the Democratic donkey? 
(Uncle Sam) 

Fact 

8. Where did Nast find inspiration for his American Christmas images?
(Clement C. Moore’s poem) 

Fact 

9. What did Thomas Nast use to influence public political opinion and
expose government scandal? 
 (political cartoons, the humor of political cartoons,) 

Inference 

10. What is so special about Thomas Nast’s iconic American images?
(any logical response: he created them over 150 years ago and they are 
still being used, his images have never become outdated, they endured the 
test of time) 

Inference 

11. What can people learn from the life of Thomas Nast that greatly
influenced American society? 
(any logical response: that people can succeed in spite of  illiteracy,  that 
you be successful even if you struggle in school) 

Inference 

12. What does the word “depicted” mean?
(showed, represented, illustrated, portrayed, showed in a picture) 

Vocabulary 

Total (circle the outcome) 
Green   10-12 Correct 
Yellow  4-9 Correct 
Red       1-3 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:       _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


