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Passage:   All I Want is a Horse  Narrative 4.6 

All I Want is a Horse 

 “All I want is my own horse,” announced Sarah from the backseat. She was dressed in breeches and riding boots, 
holding her helmet and crop. Every Saturday morning, Dad drove Sarah to the barn for her riding lesson. He 
watched her tack up a schooling horse, lead it down the aisle, and climb the mounting block. Sarah sat very tall in 
the saddle.  

Sarah had read dozens of books on riding and horse care. She had spent hours bathing and brushing horses, 
picking hooves, toting water and feed, and cleaning tack. Sarah knew the quirks of each horse at her riding school, 
and they knew her voice. 

“I can only progress so far on a schooling horse. I need my own horse to become a champion,” Sarah said 
wistfully. 

“You could be a great equestrian, Sarah. But there is a reason that it's enjoyed by kings and queens,” responded 
Dad. “When I am King, you shall have a horse!”  

Sarah was not discouraged. “I’ll find a way to buy my own horse someday,” she thought firmly to herself. 

Question Incorrect Correct Type 
1. What is this story about?
(a girl – Sarah -- who wants a horse) 

Main Idea 

2. Who are the main characters in the story?
(Sarah and Dad) 

Fact 

3. What is Sarah’s argument for owning a horse?
(that she needs her own horse to develop into a champion) 

Fact 

4. Why does Sarah know a lot about horse care?
(she reads a lot and takes care of horses at the barn) 

Fact 

5. How does Sarah dress for horseback riding?
(she wears breeches, riding boots and a helmet) 

Fact 

6. In the sentence, “Sarah sat very tall in the saddle,” what does the
expression “sat/sit tall in the saddle” mean? 
(any logical response; looking and feeling proud, happy, and 
confident; sat straight and proud) 

Inference 

7. When Dad says that horseback riding is enjoyed by kings and
queens, and that he will buy a horse for Sarah when he becomes king, 
what does he mean? 
(any logical response: he cannot afford to buy Sarah a horse; horses 
cost so much money that only rich people like kings can afford to buy 
one) 

Inference 

8. What does the word “equestrian” mean?
(a person who rides horses) 

Vocabulary 
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Total (circle the outcome)
Green   7-8 Correct 
Yellow 3-6 Correct 
Red      1-2 Correct

Question Type Correct Incorrect Likert Scale Rating:  _____ 
Main Idea 
Fact 
Inference 
Vocabulary 

Comments/Observations: 


