
6.7  Transportation 
 
 

I. Transportation Services - General 
 

If a public educational agency provides transportation for its general school population, 
then it automatically is obligated to provide students with disabilities transportation to 
any special education program to which it assigns those children.  

On the other hand, if the school district is not in the practice of providing transportation 
to the general student population, then it must decide, on an individual basis, whether a 
special education student requires transportation as a related service to benefit from 
special education. 34 CFR 300.34(c)(16); Letter to Smith, 23 IDELR 344 (OSEP 1995).  

 
II. Transportation as A Related Service  
 

Transportation is a related service as defined by 34 CFR 300.34(c)(16) of the IDEA 
regulations and can include travel to and from school and between schools; travel in and 
around school buildings; and specialized equipment such as special or adapted buses, 
lifts, and ramps. A child's individualized education program (IEP) team is responsible for 
determining both if transportation is required to assist a child with a disability to benefit 
from special education and related services and how the transportation services should be 
implemented.  

If the IEP team determines that a child with a disability requires transportation as a 
related service in order to receive FAPE, or requires supports to participate in integrated 
transportation with nondisabled children, the child must receive the necessary 
transportation or supports at no cost to the parents.  

Transportation needs for students with disabilities who request transportation as a related 
service shall be determined and specified on an individual case-by-case basis by each 
student’s IEP committee.  The committee shall utilize evaluation information from a 
variety of sources, including but not limited to, parent information, other related services 
assessments, medical information, assistive technology assessment, and other information 
from the student’s multidisciplinary team evaluation.  

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE).  Decisions regarding transportation as a related 
service must be guided by the principle of Least Restrictive Environment (LRE); 
therefore, students with disabilities must be transported with neighborhood peers who are 
not disabled unless restricted by health or safety considerations.  When modifications to 
standard transportation are necessary, transportation personnel shall be afforded the 
opportunity to participate in the development of the IEP.  The IEP document shall clearly 
state the transportation needs/modifications identified by the IEP team.  If future 
circumstances require significant changes in services, any team member, including 
transportation personnel, may request that the committee reconvene to reconsider the 
student’s transportation needs. 
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Student Behavior.  When a student’s behavior endangers the safety of others, the student 
may be suspended from the transportation vehicle.  Removals for more than ten days 
constitute a change in placement under the federal law and triggers all procedural 
safeguards in IDEA.  During the time of the removal, the student with a disability may 
require other means to access educational services.  Any change in related services 
transportation must be made through the IEP process, and in accordance with the 
procedural safeguards in the IDEA.   

Transportation and Co-curricular/Extra-curricular Activities.  Transportation for students 
with disabilities will be provided to co-curricular and extra- curricular activities when it is 
provided to students without disabilities.  Transportation will also be provided when a 
student’s IEP team determines, and documents in the IEP, that the co-curricular and/or 
extra-curricular activity is required for the student to receive FAPE.  

 
III. Transportation as a Related Service in GISD 
 

A. The IEP Committee Meeting 
 

The decision that a student cannot, for health or safety considerations, be 
transported with neighborhood peers who are not disabled, is made by the IEP 
committee and documented in the IEP.  Transportation as a related service can be 
either 1) special instructions for transporting a student on a regular bus, or 2) 
provision of special transportation on other than a regular bus.  The form, Special 
Transportation Instructions, must be completed through the IEP process and 
updated at least annually for each student receiving transportation as a related 
service.  

 
B. Boone Transportation 

 
When a student requires unusual or extraordinary modifications to standard 
transportation procedures, a representative of the district’s transportation 
contractor, Boone Transportation, should be invited to participate in the 
development of the IEP.  Upon completion of an IEP committee meeting for any 
student requiring transportation as a related service, a copy of the form, Special 
Transportation Instructions, is to be forwarded immediately, preferably the same 
day, to Boone Transportation by a person designated by the IEP committee.  
While transportation services can usually begin within three school days, an actual 
start date must be confirmed with Boone Transportation.   

 
C. Alternative Transportation 

 
The selection of any means of transportation as a related service other than that 
provided by Boone Transportation requires the prior written approval of the 
Director of Special Education. 
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V. Transportation and Preschool Children 
 

Schools are responsible to transport a preschool-age child to the site at which the public 
agency provides special education and related services to the child, if that site is different 
from the site where the child receives other preschool or day care services.  

If the IEP team determines that transportation is required to assist the preschool child to 
benefit from special education, and includes transportation as a related service on the 
child's IEP, the school district would be responsible for providing the transportation to 
and from the setting where the special education and related services are provided.  

 

* * * * * 
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