
5.3 Inclusion 

 

I. Program Overview 

 

Every student with a disability is entitled to be educated in the least restrictive environment which is 

appropriate to meet his or her unique educational and behavioral needs.  Inclusion is a non-legal term 

which means that all or part of a student's special education services are delivered in the general education 

classroom, using the general education curriculum, with the provision of supplementary aids and services 

as required in the student’s IEP.  No student may be denied access to education in a general education 

classroom solely because of a physical condition or limitation.   

 

While the general education curriculum must be adapted or modified to meet the unique academic and/or 

behavioral needs of a student with a disability, the curriculum is not required to be modified to the extent 

that a general education teacher is required to teach a separate curriculum.  Instruction delivered by a 

general education teacher can be considered as special education time when determining a student’s 

Service Level provided there is documentation of collaboration, at least twice weekly, between the special 

education caseload teacher and the general education teacher – the purpose of which is to provide 

assistance to the general education teacher in addressing a student’s educational or behavioral strengths and 

weaknesses in the general education classroom. 

 

II. Instructional Focus and Specialized Materials 

 

The purpose of inclusion is to assist a student with a disability in achieving grade level academic standards 

and /or age-appropriate social/behavioral norms.  

 

Specialized materials available in an inclusive classroom may include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Adapted materials such as highlighted texts, large-print text, graph paper, etc.; 

 Graphic organizers; 

 ADA-accessible furniture such as smaller/larger chairs, lowered/raised desks, slant boards, etc.; and 

 Assistive technology and augmentative communication devices. 

 

Specialized instruction in in an inclusive classroom is characterized by:  

 

 Differentiated instruction and/or Universal Design for Learning (UDL); 

 Adjustments to the content, pacing, methods and materials used for instruction per a student’s IEP; and 

 When indicated in an IEP, or as available, supplementary support by Center for Creative Minds, or a 

special education staff member in the classroom for all or part of a class period.  (Caution is advised 

when considering using a special education staff member [i.e., an instructional assistant] in a general 

education classroom lest a “class within a class” is unintentionally created, thereby defeating the 

purpose of inclusion in the first place). 

 

III. Standards and Assessment 

 

Instruction for inclusion students is aligned to New Mexico Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  

Students participate in standardized district and state assessments with appropriate accommodations as 

stated in the student’s IEP. 

 

IV. Classroom Considerations 

 

An inclusive classroom environment is one which is responsive and accepting of diverse learners in terms 

of ability levels, learning styles and interests.  An inclusive classroom projects an atmosphere that 

celebrates student strengths and similarities rather than differences or disabilities. 

 

V. Course Codes and Grading 

 

Elementary and secondary inclusion programs use the same district course codes as the general education 

classes or courses.  The general education teacher is responsible for grading the students and entering the 

grades in the Teacher Grade Book unless the IEP team has determined and documented an alternate 

grading system for a student. 

***** 


