
5.2 Gifted Education 

 

I. Program Overview 

 

To be identified as gifted in New Mexico, a student must have a level of intellectual ability which, when 

paired with subject matter aptitude/achievement, creativity/divergent thinking, or problem-solving/critical 

thinking, is so outstanding that special education services are required to meet his or her unique educational 

needs.  Because the New Mexico model for gifted education is a need-based model, gifted is included as a 

state-level exceptionality in special education; giftedness is not included in the disability categories covered 

by the federal law governing special education - the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  

There are a variety of instructional delivery models used in the district to address the unique needs of gifted 

learners; no one specific program can fit the unique needs of all identified gifted students. 

 

II. Instructional Delivery Models 

 

Options for instructional delivery of gifted services include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Differentiated instruction within the general education classroom; 

 Pullout – daily or weekly supplementary enrichment, e.g., Center for Creative Minds (CCM); 

 Cluster grouping by classroom, or within a classroom – students who are working at the same grade 

level placed with the same teacher at the same time for a subject area; and  

 Acceleration – for example, advanced courses (AP and Dual Credit), subject-matter acceleration, 

grade-skipping, curriculum compacting, self-paced instruction, telescoping curriculum, credit by 

examination and early entrance into middle/high school or college. 

 

III. Standards and Assessment 

 

Instruction for gifted learners is aligned to the New Mexico Common Core Standards; College Board 

Standards for AP courses; or Community College Guidelines for Dual Credit Course.  Students participate 

in standardized district and state assessments with, or without allowable accommodations. 

 

IV. Gifted Student Characteristics 

 

Gifted students may exhibit high intellectual abilities in all academic areas, high intellectual abilities in one 

or more academic areas, and/or demonstrate high levels of creativity.  In New Mexico, special attention is 

paid to identifying gifted students from a variety of populations who may not present their giftedness in 

traditional ways as a result of one or more of the following four (4) “factors”: 

 

 Cultural differences;  

 Linguistic differences; 

 Socioeconomic status; and/or 

 Disabling conditions.  

 

Students in New Mexico may be identified with a disability under the federal law (IDEA), and also be 

identified as gifted under state law.  These students are referred to informally as “twice exceptional”. 

 

V. Classroom Considerations 

 

Classrooms for gifted learners should accommodate multiple paths for demonstrating knowledge; 

independent learning; freedom of choice; in-depth study; and frequent opportunities for creativity.  There 

should be ample opportunities for interactions with intellectual peers and minimal use of “drill and 

practice” activities. 

 

VI. Course Codes and Grading  

 

Elementary and secondary classes for gifted students only, or classes which include gifted students, use the 

same course codes used for corresponding general education classes.  The teacher of a class for gifted 

students only must have a Gifted Endorsement from the New Mexico Public Education Department.  

Grades are provided by the teacher of class unless the IEP team has determined an alternate grading system 

for the student. 

***** 


