
5.10 Structured Communication Class (SCC) 

 

I. Program Overview 

 

The SCC program is a self-contained setting designed for students who demonstrate severe developmental 

delays in social awareness, communication, social motivation, and appropriate social behavior.  These 

delays prevent their understanding, tolerating, and participating in a less restrictive educational settings and 

result in unconventional, inappropriate and/or unsafe behavior. 

 

II. Instructional Focus and Specialized Materials 

 

The instructional focus of SCC is the acquisition and generalization of communication skills and 

socialization training.  The curriculum for SCC is based on Treatment and Education of Autistic and 

Related Communication Handicapped Children (TEACCH) and Strategies for Teaching based on Autism 

Research (STAR). 

 

Specialized materials and practices available for SCC include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Visual schedules and supports; 

 Individual work systems and  individualized tasks; 

 Visual task analyses; 

 Communication boards, Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS), speech generating devices; 

 Discrete-Trial-Teaching and Pivotal Response Training; and 

 Additional resources that may be used include Unique, Sonday, Envisions, Lexia, and Touch Math. 

 

Specialized instruction in SCC focuses on the development of the following: 

 

 Language and communication; 

 Age appropriate social skills; 

 Emotional and behavioral regulation; 

 Sensory-motor functioning; 

 Cognitive and environmental awareness, perception, judgement and problem solving; and 

 Adaptive behavior. 

 

III. Standards and Assessment 

 

Depending on the severity of a student’s disability, instruction in SSC is aligned to either New Mexico 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) or New Mexico Extended Grade Band Level Expectations (EGBE).  

IN addition, depending on the severity of a student’s disability, students participate in either standardized 

assessments with accommodations or alternative assessments. 

 

IV. Classroom Considerations 

 

The SCC classroom must be a very organized, predictable, and structured classroom environment with high 

levels of visual support and utilize autism evidence-based-practices.  SCC classrooms utilize centers; have 

areas for large group, small group, and one-on-one instruction; and individual work areas for each student.  

SCC classrooms must have a sensory area to address self-calming and alerting activities. 

 

V. Course Codes and Grading Considerations  

 

Elementary and secondary SCC programs use the following 8-digit course code format: 

 

Elementary  28XX-20XX 

Middle School  28XX-27XX 

High School  28XX-24XX 

 

The third, fourth, seventh and eighth digits vary with courses and are included in the district Course Code 

listings.  When students in SCC attend general education classes, the IEP team should address which 

teacher will enter the student’s grades in the Teacher Grade Book. 

 

***** 


