
5.9 Behavior Skills Class (BSC) 

 

I. Program Overview 

 

The Behavioral Skills Classroom is a self-contained instructional setting for students with disabilities 

whose behavior interferes with their learning or the learning of others to such an extent that a more 

restrictive setting is necessary.  BSC is not a disciplinary placement, but rather an instructional setting 

focused on teaching and modeling appropriate behaviors and social skills while maintaining a rigorous 

academic program.  A prerequisite to placing a student in BSC is a Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) 

and Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP) which has been revised at least once in an attempt to maintain the 

student in a less restrictive environment.  All BSC students are entitled to be educated in the least restrictive 

environment appropriate to each student’s individual needs, and may not be required, as a group or a class, 

to “earn” their way into general education placements by demonstrating good behavior. 

 

II. Instructional Focus and Specialized Materials 

 

In addition to academics, instruction in a BSC emphasizes appropriate social skills and the teaching of 

replacement behaviors for inappropriate behaviors.  Students must have the opportunity, to the extent 

appropriate, to practice the social skills taught through the BSC in less restrictive environments. 

 

Specialized materials/resources in BSC may include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Behavior documentation tools including the Antecedent Behavior Consequence (ABC) Chart, Scatter 

Plot, and/or Journal Log; 

 Boys’ Town Social Skills for Youth; 

 Boys’ Town Tools for Teaching Social Skills; 

 Moby Max computer assessment program; 

 Scholastic Classroom Magazines and Scholastic News; and 

 Channel One News. 

 

Specialized instruction is BSC should always be characterized by: 

 

 Consistency in all aspects of teaching and classroom management; 

 Relevancy of instruction to the lives and interests of students to the extent possible; 

 Positive reinforcements with limited use of negative consequences; and 

 Social skills development via direct instruction, modeling and practice on a daily basis. 

 

III. Standards and Assessment 

 

Instruction in BSC is aligned to New Mexico Common Core State Standards (CCSS) unless modified on a 

case-by-case basis. Students participate in standardized district and state assessments with accommodations 

determined by the IEP team of each student.   

 

IV. Classroom Considerations 

 

Behavior Skills Classes should be structured, consistent, predictable and positive; negative connotations 

associated with BSC should be avoided.  Behavioral expectations, classroom rules, rewards and 

consequences should be clearly posted in the classroom.  A BSC classroom should be organized to 

accommodate whole group, small group and individualized instruction in individual work areas.  Visual 

and auditory distractions should be minimized to the extent possible.  

 

V. Course Codes and Grading  
 

Elementary and secondary BSC programs use the same district course codes as the corresponding general 

education classes or courses with the exception of using a 2 in the fifth digit signifying that the BSC teacher 

must be special education certified or licensed.  For BSC students also enrolled in general education 

classes, the general education teacher is responsible for grading the students and entering the grades in the 

Teacher Grade Book unless the IEP team has determined an alternate grading system for a student. 

 

***** 


