
5.7 Academic Skills Class (ASC)

I. Program Overview

Academic Skills Class (ASC) is a self-contained special education program that
supplants, or takes the place of, instruction in a general education class or course.
Specialized instruction in ASC is designed to meet the academic needs of students who,
as a result of disabilities impacting the areas of reading, writing and/or mathematics,
cannot benefit from instruction in the general education classroom, even with the
provision of supplementary aids and services. Students may be placed by their IEP teams
in ASC for any or all core classes.

II. Instructional Focus and Specialized Materials

Instruction for a student in ASC may include any one, or more, of the four (4) core
subjects of language arts (reading and writing), math, science, and/or social studies. The
focus of ASC is to prepare students for transition to the general education classroom,
with the provision of supplementary aids and services as necessary.
Specialized materials in ASC may include, but are not limited to:

● Reading – Sonday, Lexia, Reading Plus, Pasaporte, and MindPlay;
● Writing – Writing Adventures;
● Math – Touch Math, Ascend Math;
● Graphic organizers; and
● Manipulatives.

Specialized instruction in ASC is characterized by:

● Smaller staff to student instructional ratios;
● Differentiation in the quantity, pace and presentation of instruction;
● Use of assistive technology as needed and appropriate;
● Intensive instruction/support in reading; and
● Focus on the five Rs: Reteach, Relearn, Review, Reinforce and Remediate.

III. Standards and Assessment

All instruction in ASC is aligned to New Mexico Common Core State Standards (CCSS).
Students participate in all standardized district and state assessments, with or without
appropriate accommodations, unless otherwise determined by a student’s IEP team.

IV. Classroom Considerations

The ASC classroom should be structured in such a way that it provides for individual as
well as small group instruction, individual student work areas, and learning centers.
Anchor charts of topics taught should be posted in the classroom for students to refer to
as needed.



V. Course Codes and Grading Considerations

Elementary and secondary ASC programs use the following 8-digit course code format:

Elementary XXXX-21XX
Middle School XXXX-21XX
High School XXXX-21XX

The first four digits of ASC course codes are the same as those for corresponding general
education courses while the fifth digit is a 2 indicating the teacher must be special
education certified or licensed. The teacher of an ASC class or course is responsible for
grading each student in that class and entering the grades in the Teacher Grade Book. For
ASC students also enrolled in general education classes, the general education teacher is
responsible for grading the students and entering the grades in the Teacher Grade Book
unless the IEP team has determined an alternate grading system for a student.
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