
5.15 Community-Based Instruction

I. Overview and Rationale

The purpose of community-based instruction (CBI) is to provide opportunities for
students to practice skills and behaviors taught in the classroom. This is done in a variety
of environments in the student’s community. These environments may include programs
and activities at the home-school; other district classrooms, programs, and activities; and
private or public enterprises within the local community area.

The nature and extent of community-based instruction for any individual student shall be
determined by the IEP committee, and will take into consideration factors such as the
student’s age, cognitive level, behavioral strengths and weaknesses, vocational and other
interests, and medical/health conditions.

II. Curriculum/Specialized Materials

The UNIQUE curriculum will be utilized in classroom instruction to address skill
development in areas such as functional academics, socialization, self-help, and personal
hygiene. These skills will then be reinforced in appropriate and corresponding
community-based activities. All instruction, including CBI, will be correlated with the
New Mexico Extended Grade Band Extensions.

III. General Program Guidelines

A. All CBI activities shall be designed to correlate with and reinforce a student’s
instructional goals and objectives.

B. CBI activities shall always be preceded by classroom instruction or simulation
activities designed to teach the skills that will be reinforced by the CBI.
Accordingly, CBI shall always be followed by classroom activities or simulation
activities designed to evaluate the overall effectiveness of the CBI.

C. Requests by special education teachers to engage in a CBI activity, with or
without a request for CBI funds, must always be accompanied by lesson plans and
a clear explanation of the educational relevance of the CBI activity. Requests will
be reviewed and approved on a case-by-case basis by the campus administrator
and the director of special education. Approval shall be based on the educational
relevance of the requested activity.

D. Community Based Instruction is not a field trip. Instruction is cumulative, and the
same skills are instructed and assessed from week to week. The emphasis is on
acquisition and application of functional and age-appropriate skills in a
naturalistic environment. Students require consistency, repeated practice, and
systematic generalization to maintain skills they learn in the classroom.



E. CBI activities shall be conducted within a forty-mile radius of the district. Trips
beyond that limit shall be considered field trips and subject to district field trip
guidelines.

F. Transportation shall be provided by the district for all CBI activities, whenever
necessary, and shall be consistent with the NMSDE Standards for Providing
Transportation for Eligible Students. (See also Specific Transportation
Requirements below).

IV. Documentation Requirements

A. CBI “Packet” Contents

A completed CBI packet must be submitted to CID (c/o Secretary to the Director
of Special Education) at least 30 days prior to the planned CBI activity. The
following documents must be included:

1. A CBI Request form approved and signed by the campus administrator.
2. Lesson plans that demonstrate relevance of CBI to current classroom

instruction.
3. A properly completed Internal Purchase Requisition form, if funds are

being requested.
4. A Car/Vehicle Request form if a district-owned vehicle (e.g., a Suburban)

is being requested (contact Maria S. Ruiz in Support Services,
575-882-6906)

5. A Bus Request form if a school bus is being requested (contact Christy
Stuart, Boone Transportation, 575-882-3613).

B. Required Permission Forms

Parents must give prior written permission for their child 1) to participate in a
clearly defined CBI activity, and 2) to be transported to and from each CBI
activity if the activity requires transportation. Each signed permission form is to
be maintained in the student’s classroom folder for the remainder of the current
school year.

V. Specific Transportation Requirements

A. In accordance with the state requirement that all eligible students be transported in
a safe manner, students who use wheelchairs will be transported in school buses
specially designed to transport wheelchairs.

B. School bus drivers must have completed all state certification and licensing
requirements.



C. District employees transporting district students must participate in and pass the
district’s twelve-hour Mandatory Driver Training Program. All driver
certifications required in the program will be paid for by the district and will
include a DOT Physical Exam, Urine Drug Screening, CPR/First Aid
Certification; and a Defensive Driving Class.

VI. Examples of CBI Sites

A CBI site shall be selected based on its ability to provide an appropriate environment for
the reinforcement of classroom instruction. Sites that could be considered include:

A. Special programs or activities at the home school.
B. The immediate neighborhood including parks.
C. Programs or activities at other schools.
D. Local business such as flower shops, grocery stores, pet groomer.
E. Police and fire departments.
F. Recreation areas or business such as.
G. Museums, galleries, arts and crafts shows.
H. Community library, bank, department of motor vehicles, laundromat.

VII. Special Considerations

To ensure the safety of students participating in CBI, all students should have the
following prerequisite skills and documents/items on their person prior to participation in
CBI.

A. Knowledge of emergency procedures including the possession of an identification
card, emergency numbers to call, , and medical alert information, as necessary.

B. Wallet or purse with card holders.

C. Sufficient money for the activity and/or bus, as appropriate.

D. Bus route card or map, if necessary.

E. ‘Stranger-training’ appropriate to the student’s needs and abilities.
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