
5.12 Services for Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing

I. Program Description

The district provides services for students who are deaf or hard of hearing from birth
through age 21.  Hearing loss in these students varies considerably and the needs of
students have to be met through special considerations of the type of hearing loss, use or
non-use of amplification, language learning modality, and unique individual special
requirements.  Students who are deaf or hard of hearing are expected to acquire the same
language and academic proficiencies as all other students.  The methods for instruction of
these students may require the use of assistive listening devices and/or manual modes of
communication for presentation of language.  The school district employs personnel who
have extensive training in the methodologies for instruction of students who are deaf or
hard of hearing and may serve as classroom teachers, itinerate teachers or consultants to
students and staff.

II. Least Restrictive Environment Issue

There is no official exception to the LRE requirements of the IDEA for children who are
deaf.  However, the different educational and social needs of children with sensory
impairments are factors that IEP teams must consider when determining the instruction
and services needed to provide FAPE. While a general education classroom placement
may offer the most opportunities for interaction with nondisabled students, it also may be
the most isolating placement for some students who are deaf or hard of hearing.  By
contrast, separate classes, or even residential facilities for students with hearing
impairments, may offer more opportunities for communication, socialization and
participation with peers.  Therefore, the least restrictive environment in which a student is
deaf or hard of hearing can receive FAPE must be made on a case-by-case basis by each
student’s IEP team, taking into consideration the unique strengths, weaknesses, and
special circumstances of each child.

III. Curriculum/Specialized Materials

A. Children 0 - 6 Years

1. Service providers will have access to the STEP-HI Program.
2. Staff will work jointly with service providers from the New Mexico

School for the Deaf (NMSD) to provide services to parents and the child.

B. Children 0 - 21 Years

1. Instructional staff will have access to curriculum for developing auditory
listening and oral expressive skills in all students for whom this is
practical.

2. Instructional staff will have access to books, video tapes/DVD’s, that will
enhance manual communication skills.  The program shall provide



training to staff in American Sign Language (ASL) and, as needed, other
manual language modalities.

3. The program has a resource library of materials to assist staff in the
development of communication and language skills of students who are
deaf or hard of hearing.  The program also accesses the Resource Center
on deafness at the NMSD and borrows instructional materials for trial and
consideration of purchase.

4. The program has acquired language and reading curriculums designed for
students who are deaf or hard of hearing.  The curriculum demonstrates
techniques for assisting students in acquiring the grammatical and reading
competencies of the English language.

IV. Classroom Set-Up

A. All classrooms for students who are deaf or hard of hearing must be visually and
acoustically appropriate.  Classrooms with excessive glare and noise are not
conducive to the most effective listening or visual situation for these students.  It
is preferable that classrooms be carpeted and that walls and ceiling be acoustically
treated.  Classrooms should be located away from areas where there is likely to be
excessive noise production.

B. In the elementary classroom, the teacher and assistants should set up the main
instructional area in a semicircle.  This allows each student to have a visual view
of all other students and the teacher.  The room also sets up learning centers for
instruction of smaller groups.  Learning centers allow for specific instruction,
tutoring, and provision of speech and language therapy.

V. Special Budget Considerations

All special devices, equipment, or services must be included in each child’s IEP.

A. Amplification

1. Hearing aids (when not available through other resources).
2. FM systems - attachments to hearing aids/teacher transmitter or wireless.
3. Sound field amplification - table top or other free standing - including

teacher transmitter.

B. Audition

1. Aural rehabilitation programs for speech therapy.
2. Speech therapy provided for language development skills, listening skills,

or articulation as appropriate.

C. Curriculum



1. Essential Sight Word Reading Program, by PCI is a sight word based
reading program that uses sequential exposure to increase reading fluency
and comprehension.

2. Writing Adventures by Donna Cargill- Austin and Patricia Padgett
addresses prescribed writing approaches and remediation of targeted
strategies.

VI. Program Effectiveness Indicators

Program effectiveness for students who are deaf or hard of hearing is determined by
using language proficiency assessments, skill checklists, and evaluation through the use
of video recording of spontaneous expressive language utterances.
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