
4.5 Reevaluations and Reevaluation Determinations 

 

I. Reevaluations – Overview and Definition 

 

Reevaluations are considered just as important as the preplacement evaluation in the 

overall scheme of the evaluation process.  The student's special education needs may 

change constantly throughout the course of the student’s educational career, and the 

reevaluation assesses evolving needs. (2018, May 8). SmartStart: Evaluations -- 

Reevaluations Under IDEA. Retrieved from www.specialedconnection.com.  

 

Although a reevaluation is not specifically defined in IDEA or the regulations, it is 

understood to be a comprehensive evaluation (i.e., assessment in all areas of suspected 

disability) analogous to a preplacement (initial) evaluation under 34 CFR 300.304, 

conducted at least every three years for students who have already undergone 

preplacement evaluations and been found eligible for services.  

 

While a reevaluation must meet the same technical (federal) requirements as a 

preplacement evaluation, a student’s reevaluation is not required to be identical to the 

student’s preplacement evaluation in every respect.  For example, it is necessary to obtain 

purely historical data only once, in the preplacement evaluation.  In addition, because a 

reevaluation must be individualized, it must take into account the student’s then-current 

needs, making it appropriate to use different procedures. 

 

II. Purpose of a Reevaluation  

 

The purpose of a reevaluation is to provide a blueprint for the next three years of special 

education services; in other words, a map leading from the current levels of performance 

to a new set of higher level, yet reachable, outcomes that will enhance the student’s 

overall functioning.  Every reevaluation must address the following four issues: 

 

A. Whether the child continues to have a particular disability; 

 

B. The child’s present levels of performance and educational needs; 

 

C. Whether the child continues to need special education and related services; and  

 

D. Whether any additions or modifications to the special education and related 

services called for in the IEP are needed to enable the child to meet the 

measurable annual goals set out therein, or to participate, to the extent 

appropriate, in the general curriculum. 

 

III. Circumstances Requiring a New Evaluation as Part of the Reevaluation  

 

The IDEA requires that an eligible student receive a reevaluation at least every three 

years, and more frequently if “conditions warrant” or if the student’s parent or teacher 

requests one.  If a parent requests more than one reevaluation in a year and the public 



agency does not believe a reevaluation is needed, the public agency must provide the 

parents with a Written Notice of Refusal to conduct a reevaluation.  

 

The following are examples of conditions that may warrant a new evaluation as part of 

the reevaluation process (unless the current evaluation is less than three years old in 

which case it is left to the discretion of the IEP team whether or not a new evaluation is 

needed):  

 

A. A substantial change in the student's academic performance or disabling 

condition;  

 

B. A change in placement generally will trigger a reevaluation, particularly when the 

new placement is a more restrictive environment;  

 

C. A significant escalation in the child's behavior;  

 

D. A significant discrepancy between an IEP's description of the student's academic 

abilities and the student's actual performance;  

 

E. There is information that a student may qualify under an additional or different 

disability classification; or  

 

F. Prior to determining that a child is no longer a child with a disability, i.e., 

dismissal (exit) from all special education services except when the student is 

graduating with a regular diploma or the student has reached the upper age limit 

for eligibility for special education services in the state.  In New Mexico, a 

student with a disability is eligible for services under the IDEA through the 

school year in which the student reaches the age of 22.  

 

IV. Review of Existing Evaluation Data (REED) [34 CFR 300.305(a)]  

 

The first part of any evaluation, whether a preplacement (initial) evaluation or 

reevaluation, is a review existing evaluation data by the IEP Team.  This information 

reviewed must include, but is not limited to:  

 

A. Previous comprehensive evaluations, past performances on state-mandated tests, 

and information and evaluations, if any, provided by the parents;  

 

B. Previous and current criterion-referenced and classroom-based assessments;  

 

C. Observations by both general education and special education teachers and related 

services providers; and  

 

D. Student work samples fairly representing the student’s academic functioning 

levels. 

 



On the basis of the review of this existing information, and based on input from the 

child’s parents, it is the IEP team’s responsibility to identify what additional data, if any, 

are needed to address the four issues listed in the Purpose of Reevaluation in Section II 

above.  If the IEP team determines that additional evaluation data are needed, the district 

must conduct a new evaluation.  If the determination is that additional data are not 

needed, the review of existing data becomes, in effect, the reevaluation, and the IEP will 

be recorded as both an Annual Review and a Reevaluation.  

 

Regardless of which decision the IEP team makes, the district must give written notice to 

the parent(s) of that determination and the reasons for it using the Prior Written Notice of 

Proposed Actions; and, if the district is not requesting a new evaluation, of the parent’s 

right to request a new evaluation.  

 

V. Parent Consent and Reevaluations  

 

Informed parent consent is required prior to the district conducting any new evaluation 

whether it is an initial evaluation or three-year reevaluation.  Parent consent is not 

required prior to the district conducting a review of existing evaluation data (REED).  

 

A. Prior to obtaining parent consent to conduct a new evaluation, the parent must be 

notified, in writing that 1) the district is proposing to conduct a new evaluation; 2) 

the reasons for the proposal; 3) other options that were considered and why they 

were rejected; and 4) the tests, records, reports, evaluation procedures, etc., that 

were used as a basis for the decision to propose a new evaluation.  The form used 

to notify the parents is the Prior Written Notice of Proposed Actions (PWNPA).  

 

B. At the same time the parent is asked to provide informed consent for a new 

evaluation, the parent must be provided a copy of the Parent and Child Rights in 

Special Education - Procedural Safeguards Notice.  

 

VI. Parent Refusal to Consent; Failure to Respond Is Considered Consent  

 

Since parental consent is required for a new evaluation (and is not required for a review 

of existing data), parents may seek due process to pursue a claim that existing evaluation 

data are adequate.  Likewise, school districts may request mediation and/or a due process 

hearing to override a parent’s failure to consent to a new evaluation.  

 

Both federal law and New Mexico law allow a school district to consider a parent’s 

failure to respond to its request for reevaluation as consent.  “Failure to respond” is 

defined in this district as three (3) documented good-faith attempts to obtain parental 

consent with each attempt resulting in no response from the parent.  A refusal to give 

consent is NOT a failure to respond. 

  



VII. Gadsden Independent School District Special Education Department: 

The REED Process and Reevaluation Determination Meetings  

 

A. The REED process begins: The campus diagnostician (or SLP for Speech-Only 

students) initiates the review of existing evaluation data (REED) process 90-120 

days prior to reevaluation due date in the following manner. 

 

1. Diagnostician (or SLP for Speech-Only students) creates the REED form 

in the online IEP writing platform.  The Diagnostician notifies 

participants, via email within 48-hours, that the reevaluation determination 

process has begun.  Initial participants in the reevaluation determination 

process include, as appropriate, case manager, related service providers, 

and general education teacher(s). 

 

2. Participants begin gathering and entering the following data into the 

REED form (The adequacy of this information gathered is the KEY to not 

having to request additional evaluations.). 

a. Evaluation summaries (not whole documents cut and pasted from 

the last evaluation);  

b. Current information provided by the parents of the child;  

c. Current classroom-based, local, or State assessments;  

d. Current classroom-based observations; and  

e. Current observations by teachers and related services providers.  

 

3. Ninety to one hundred twenty (90-120) days prior to the student’s 

reevaluation due date, the campus diagnostician schedules a reevaluation 

determination meeting and invites participants, including administrator.  

 

Note: For Speech-Only students, the campus Speech Language Pathologist 

(SLP) will complete the duties listed below for the campus diagnostician.  

 

B. Reevaluation Determination Meeting: As part of all reevaluation determinations, 

all participants, as appropriate, must:  

 

1. Take part in a review and discussion of all items listed in Section IV.A.2 

above.  

 

2. On the basis of that review and discussion, and with input from the child’s 

parents, identify what additional data, if any, are needed to determine—  

a. Whether the child continues to have such a disability, and the 

educational needs of the child;  

b. The present levels of academic achievement and related 

developmental needs of the child;  

c. Whether the child continues to need special education and related 

services; and  



d. *Whether any additions or modifications to the special education 

and related services are needed to enable the child to meet the 

measurable annual goals set out in the IEP of the child and to 

participate, as appropriate, in the general education curriculum.  

 

*The PRIMARY reason for conducting new evaluations/assessments 

should be to determine whether any additions or modifications to the 

special education and related services are needed to enable the child to 

meet the measurable annual goals set out in the IEP of the child and to 

participate, as appropriate, in the general education curriculum – not to 

just routinely re-determine eligibility. 

 

3. On the basis of the review, discussion and determination above, the Team 

must decide either that:  

a. Additional data are required and follow steps in Section VIII, 

Requirements If Additional Data Are Needed (REED with Testing) 

listed below or that  

b. Additional data are not required and follow steps in Section IX, 

Requirements If Additional Data Are Not Needed (REED without 

Testing) listed below.  

 

VIII. Requirements If Additional Data Are Needed (REED with Testing)  

 

A. If the IEP Team and other qualified professionals, as appropriate, conclude that 

additional data are needed to determine whether the child continues to be a child 

with a disability, and to identify the child’s educational needs, the diagnostician 

must obtain informed consent from the parent to administer such assessments and 

other evaluation measures as may be needed to produce the data identified during 

reevaluation determination meeting. 

 

B. Within 48-hours of obtaining informed consent, the campus diagnostician will 

upload the signed Consent for Evaluation form to the District’s online IEP writing 

platform, complete a Comprehensive Assessment Team Notice (CATN) that 

names the individuals that will be included on the assessment team for the student 

and notify the assessment team via e-mail of the pending assessment and the due 

date for the assessment. 

 

C. The diagnostician, and/or related service provider(s) administer such assessments 

and other evaluation measures as may be needed to produce the data identified as 

a result of the reevaluation determination meeting.  

 

D. New evaluation data is included in the Educational Evaluation Report (EER). 

Information from REED (from disciplines that did not complete new evaluations) 

is included in EER.  

 



E. The diagnostician schedules the reevaluation and annual IEP meetings and invites 

all participants including the parent.  

 

F. After the Reevaluation is completed.  The IEP Team reviews eligibility data and 

then determines whether the child continues to be eligible for special education 

and related services under one or more IDEA (or State) eligibility categories.  The 

eligibility determination and continued need for special education is documented 

on the appropriate Eligibility Determination Reevaluation Form and the Prior 

Written Notice.  

 

1. If determined to be eligible, the new assessment data are integrated into 

the new IEP.  The date of the eligibility decision becomes the new 

evaluation date.  

2. If determined to NOT be eligible, the student must be promptly referred to 

the SAT to ensure that the student is supported in this important transition 

period.  The SAT should pay particular attention to the consideration of a 

Section 504 Accommodation Plan to support the child, as appropriate.  

 

G. The Annual IEP is completed.  

 

G. Following a REED with Testing.  At the end of the Reevaluation/Annual IEP 

meeting wherein a new evaluation was presented by the assigned diagnostician 

and related service personnel as appropriate, the following documents must be 

submitted to the campus diagnostician:  

1. REED Form;  

2. Original signed Consent for Evaluation (if not previously submitted);  

3. Educational Evaluation Report (EER);  

4. Appropriate Reevaluation Eligibility Determination Form;  

5. New IEP; including  

6. Prior Written Notice of Proposed Actions confirming that a reevaluation 

was completed that included a new evaluation reviewed by the IEP team.  

 

IX. Requirements If Additional Data Are Not Needed (REED without Testing)  

 

A. If the IEP Team and other qualified professionals, as appropriate, conclude that no 

additional data were needed to determine whether the child continues to be a child 

with a disability, and to identify the child’s educational needs, the diagnostician 

must notify the child’s parents of the following in writing:  

1. the decision and the reasons for making the decision and  

2. the right of the parents to request an assessment to determine whether the 

child continues to be a child with a disability, and to identify the child’s 

educational needs. If the parent requests an assessment, as described 

above, the steps in Section VIII, Requirements If Additional Data Are 

Needed (REED with Testing), shall be followed.  

 



B. The campus diagnostician schedules the reevaluation and annual IEP meeting and 

the caseload manager invites participants, including the parent, to IEP meeting.  

 

C. After the Reevaluation is completed.  The IEP Team reviews eligibility data and 

then determines whether the child continues to be eligible for special education 

and related services under one or more IDEA (or State) eligibility categories. The 

eligibility determination and continued need for special education is documented 

on the appropriate Eligibility Determination Reevaluation Form and the Prior 

Written Notice.  

 

D. The REED data are integrated into the new IEP. The date of the meeting becomes 

the new evaluation date.  

 

E. The Annual IEP is completed.  

 

F. Following a REED without Testing.  At the end of the Reevaluation/Annual IEP 

meeting wherein a REED was reviewed and no additional evaluation/assessment 

data were requested, the following documents must be submitted to the campus 

diagnostician:  

1. REED Form;  

2. Appropriate Reevaluation Eligibility Determination Form;  

3. New IEP; and  

4. Prior Written Notice of Proposed Actions confirming that a reevaluation 

was completed that consisted of a review of existing evaluation data 

(REED).  

 

***** 


