
 
4.11  Participation in District/State-wide Assessments   

 
I.  Participation of Students with Disabilities 
 

Identified students with disabilities have either an IEP or a Section 504 Accommodations 
Plan - not both. All students with IEPs or Section 504 Plans must participate in the New 
Mexico Standards Based Assessment (SBA), or other state-approved assessment, in one 
of following three ways: 

 
 • A student with an IEP or Section 504 Plan who does not require instructional  
  and/or testing accommodations may participate in the standard administration of  
  the general assessment. 
 
 • A student with an IEP or Section 504 Plan who does require instructional and/or  
  testing accommodations may participate in the standard administration of the  
  general assessment with allowable accommodations. 
 
 • A student with a significant cognitive disability or disabilities who is unable to  
  participate in the standard administration of the general assessment, even with  
  allowable accommodations, must participate in the state’s alternate assessments  
  based on alternate achievement standards, provided that he or she meets the  
  participation criteria established by the PED.  

 
II.  Purpose  
 
 There are three purposes of the SBA: 
 

• As required by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
(reauthorized as the No Child Left Behind legislation of 2001), the New Mexico 
Standards Based Assessment (SBA) is utilized to determine the level at which 
New Mexico students achieve the New Mexico Content Standards, Benchmarks, 
and Performance Standards, or Common Core State Standards (CCSS), at the 
school and district level. 

 
 • To measure the progress of students over time. In the past, measures of student  
  progress were restricted to comparing one year’s class with another year’s class.  
  With the development of vertically moderated scales for reading, writing,   
  mathematics, and science for grades 3–8, the progress of each student and   
  group of students can be examined each year in the tested content areas.   
 
III.  Accommodations 
 
 The IEP Team or Section 504 Team is responsible for identifying and selecting the 
 specific accommodations necessary for the student within a timeframe that allows the 
 student to become comfortable with the accommodation well in advance of test 
 administration.  Accommodations are to be integrated into the student’s classroom   
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 routine.  This decision for a particular accommodation is to be made after carefully 
 considering the student’s unique needs and the specific test(s) the student is required to 
 take. The team members must also discuss any potential consequences that may arise 
 from implementing the accommodations and ensure the parents/guardians understand the  
 effect of their decision(s) may have on the student. Test accommodations must be 
 documented in the student’s IEP or Section 504 Plan.  Assessment accommodations may 
 not be assigned that will invalidate the assessment.   
 
 A list of allowable accommodations can be found in the current Student Assessment 
 Accommodations Manual, Assessment and Accountability Division, New Mexico Public 
 Education Department, available on the NMPED website. 
 
IV.  Types of Accommodations 
 

The New Mexico PED recognizes three categories or types of accommodations: 
 

• Presentation - accommodations that change how test items are given to a student 
• Response - accommodations that change how a student is required to respond to 

the test items  
• Timing - accommodations that change the amount of time required for the student 

to complete the test, or portion of the test or change when the test is administered. 
 
V.  How to Choose Accommodations 
 
 The PED recommends that the team consider the following ten (10) questions when 
 addressing testing accommodations for a student with an IEP or Section 504 Plan: 
 
 1.  What is the student’s grade? 
 2.  What assessments are administered at that grade (school, district, state)? 
 3.  What content areas are assessed on the respective assessments? 
 4.  What skill deficit does the student exhibit that would require accommodation in  
  each content area assessed? 
 5.  What accommodations are necessary? 
 6.  Do the accommodations have instructional relevance? 
 7.  Will the student have an adequate amount of experience with using the   
  accommodation in the classroom prior to testing so he or she is comfortable using  
  it during the assessment? 
 8.  Is the accommodation selected allowable for the NMSAP (see New   
  Mexico Accommodations Manual)? 
 9.  If the accommodation is not allowable in the NMSAP and is considered a   
  modification, has the team discussed the potential consequences of using that  
  accommodation? 
 10.  Does the parent/guardian understand the potential consequences of the assessment 
  option selected? 
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VI.   Accommodations vs. Modifications 
 

The distinction between “accommodations” and “modifications” is based on the 
following two definitions from the Council of Chief State School Officers’ Sate 
Collaborative on Assessing Special Education Students: 

 
• Accommodations - Changes in the administration of an assessment, such as 

setting scheduling, timing, presentation format, response mode, or others, 
including any combination of these that do not change the construct intended to 
be measured by the assessment or the meaning of the resulting scores.  

 
Accommodations are used for equity not advantage and serve to level the playing 
field.  To be appropriate, assessment accommodations must be identified in the 
student’s IEP or Section 504 plan and used regularly during instruction and 
classroom assessment.  IEP teams may consider the use of accommodations for 
students with disabilities because accommodations do not alter the construct of 
what is being measured by the test. 

 
• Modifications - A change to the testing conditions, procedures, and/or formatting 

so that measurement of the intended construct is no longer valid.  The use of 
modifications is prohibited for assessments that factor into district and state 
reporting and accountability results.   

 
 If a modification occurred during testing, the test completion code for Non-

Allowed Modification must be marked on the Biogrid. The student’s assessment 
will be assigned “No Score” for state, district, and school test reports. Such a 
determination will adversely affect a school and district’s grade results under the 
NMPED’s School Grading System. 

 
VII.  The New Mexico Alternate Performance Assessment (NMAPA) 
  
 Students with significant cognitive disabilities and meet the PED’s established 
 participation criteria may participate in an alternate assessment (NMAPA) based upon 
 alternate achievement standards. The NMAPA is aligned with a set of performance 
 expectations for students with significant cognitive disabilities, called Expanded Grade 
 Band Expectations (EGBEs).  EGBEs should be used to develop academic goals and 
 objectives as well as to select testing accommodations for students with significant 
 cognitive disabilities.  
 
 As required by the IDEA, the NMPED established participation criteria that students must 
 meet in order to take the state approved alternate assessment based upon alternate 
 achievement standards. The criteria for determining eligibility for the NMAPA are found 
 in the Addendum for Determining Eligibility for the NMAA on TIENET. 
 

* * * * * 
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