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2.1 Multi-Layered System of Supports (MLSS) and Student Assistance Teams (SAT) 

Source: Subsection E of 6.29.1.9 NMAC - Student intervention system. 

 

I. Multi-Layered System of Supports (MLSS)  
 

The school and school district shall follow the multi-layered system of supports (MLSS), 

which is a three-layer model of student intervention as a proactive system for early 

intervention for students who demonstrate a need for educational support for learning or 

behavior.  All students shall have access to layer 1, 2, and 3 interventions without a need 

to convene a SAT team or a referral to special education or related services.  At any 

layer, a referral from a parent, a school staff member, or if other information available to 

a school or district suggests that a particular student needs educational support for 

learning or behavior, then the student shall be referred to the SAT.  Likewise, at any 

layer, a parent may request initial evaluation to determine whether a student is a child 

with a disability requiring special education and related service, in accordance with 

6.31.2.10 NMAC.  There are no additional documentation requirements under the MLSS 

outside of what is already required for education professionals. 

 

II. MLSS Layers 

 

A. In layer 1, the school and school district shall ensure that adequate universal 

screening in the areas of general health and well-being, language proficiency 

status, and academic levels of proficiency has been completed for each student 

enrolled.  If data from universal screening and progress monitoring suggests that a 

particular student is in need of additional behavioral and academic supports, then 

teacher teams shall make a determination on whether or not the student would 

benefit from layer 2 interventions.  Teacher teams, when making a determination 

for moving a student up or down a layer may consult with non-teacher staff such 

as counselors, paraprofessionals, administrators, and ancillary personnel to inform 

the teacher team on how to plan and implement relevant learner interventions in 

the general education environment. 

 

B. In layer 2, a properly-constituted teacher team shall conduct the student study 

process and consider, implement, and document the effectiveness of appropriate 

evidence-based interventions utilizing curriculum-based measures.  As part of this 

process, the teacher team shall address culture and acculturation, socioeconomic 

status, possible lack of appropriate instruction in reading or math, teaching and 

learning styles and instructional delivery mechanisms in order to rule out other 

possible causes of the student's educational difficulties. 

 

C. In layer 3, students are provided with intensive academic and behavioral supports 

that are progress monitored on a bi-weekly basis.  At the end of each progress 

monitoring cycle, the teacher team shall evaluate the efficacy of the supports 

provided using all available data.  At that time, the teacher team may decide 

whether to continue with the current support, change the intensity, or nature of 

support.  If progress monitoring data suggests that the learner has benefited from 
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provided layer 3 supports and does not show concern for recidivism, than the 

teacher team may decide to move the student out of receiving layer 3 supports. 

 

III. Special Considerations 

 

All students shall have access to the MLSS layers of screening and support without a 

referral to SAT or an evaluation to determine eligibility for special education and related 

services.  Nothing in this section prevents a school district from evaluating a student 

during the provision of any layer of MLSS to determine whether the student is a child 

with a disability requiring special education and related services.  A parent may request 

an initial special education at any time during the public agency’s implementation of 

MLSS, and a school or school district may determine a referral to special education is 

necessary at any time during the implementation of MLSS if the student is suspected of 

having a disability.  If a school district rejects a request for initial special education 

evaluation, the parent may use the IDEA procedural safeguards in 34 CFR Secs. 300.506 

through 5007 to dispute the rejection of the request to evaluate. 

 

The department's manual, Multi-Layered System of Supports, shall be the guiding 

document for schools and districts to use in implementing the student intervention 

system. 


