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1
A New Lens

Summer Reading (Memoir)

2
Multicultural Storytelling

Short Stories (NOTE: This unit is integrated during / simultaneous with the
Memoir Unit.)

3
Tackling the Elusive

Poetry (Mini Unit)

Description

Students will explore exemplar memoirs and memoir excerpts to recognize and identify
elements of storytelling and engaging writing craft techniques in order to write their own

memoir and then rewrite their memoir from another perspective.

Knowledge & Skills

Students will draft a focused memoir about a meaningful moment to capture their most
authentic selves. Students will revise/strengthen each literary element in their own

memoir after each short story in order to produce a revised, edited, and polished final
product. They will then rewrite that memoir from a different perspective (a

demonstration of their global literacy) to achieve another writing voice (personality on
the written page).

Essential Question(s)

How can we capture our most authentic selves in a focused piece of writing? How can
we effectively incorporate elements of storytelling and engaging writing craft techniques

to strengthen our writing style and voice?

Anchor Texts

The Glass Castle, plus one of the following:
A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah

First They Killed My Father by Loung Ung
Hillbilly Elegy by J. D. Vance

Lab Girl by Hope Jahren
Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom

Wild by Cheryl Strayed

Supplemental Texts

“What a Child Doesn’t Learn” by Tracy Inman (informational article)
“Life on the Streets” by Nate Schweber (informational article)

Excerpt of I Can’t Make This Up by Kevin Hart
“How it Feels to be Colored Me” by Zora Neale Hurston

“The Promise of Sleep” by Mike Birbiglia
Excerpt of Wild by Cheryl Strayed

“What Is ‘Being in the Zone’? — the Fascinating Psychology of Super Productivity”
(informational article)

Excerpt of Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary & Grammar (ongoing units)
Annotations

Socratic Seminar
Peer Revision

Narrative Writing (Memoir)
Narrative Writing (Memoir Rewrite)

Description

Students will explore exemplar memoirs and memoir excerpts to recognize and
identify elements of storytelling and engaging writing craft techniques in order

to write their own memoir and then rewrite their memoir from another
perspective.

Knowledge & Skills

During the drafting of their memoir, students will read different short stories,
each with a different literary element focus (theme, plot/conflict,

setting/imagery, and characterization) and produce multiple literary analyses in
the form of expository paragraphs as they develop this writing skill. Students

will revise/strengthen each literary element in their own memoir after each short
story in order to produce a revised, edited, and polished final product.

Essential Question(s)

How can we capture our most authentic selves in a focused piece of writing?
How can we effectively incorporate elements of storytelling and engaging

writing craft techniques to strengthen our writing style and voice?

Anchor Texts

“The Bet” by Anton Chekhov (short story)
“The Interlopers” by Saki (short story)

“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe (short story)
“The Rocket Man” by Ray Bradbury short story)

Supplemental Texts

“The Anxious Generation: Causes and Consequences of Anxiety Disorder
Among Young Americans” (informational article)

Segment of The Power of Vulnerability by Brene Brown on Audible
“How Does Multitasking Change the Way Kids Learn” (informational article)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary & Grammar (ongoing units)
Annotations

Peer Revision
Expository Writing Paragraphs (this unit’s focus is Expository Writing

Development)

Description

Students will learn how to “access” poetry and analyze poems’ poetic and
literary elements (the latter studied last unit) in order to better / more deeply

understand the poems’ meanings / messages.

Knowledge & Skills

Students will study symbolism, tone/mood, theme, as well as poetic elements
such as rhyme, meter, form, syntax, and sound in a poem of their choice and

present their findings to determine how these elements enhance their
understanding of poetry. This presentation will bolster students’ digital literacy

through mediums like Flipgrid, Adobe Spark, etc.

Essential Question(s)

How are poems read differently than traditional novels? How do the various
poetic elements work to contribute to the poem’s meaning(s)?

Anchor Texts

“Something Else” by student Natalya Bricker
“Introduction to Poetry” by Billy Collins

“Thumbprint” by Eve Merriam
“Faces” by Sara Teasdale

“Caged Bird” by Maya Angelou
“Dream Deferred” by Langston Hughes

“The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe

Supplemental Texts

“Understanding Poetry Is More Straightforward Than You Think” by Matthew
Zapruder (informational article)

Students select their own poem for their Summative Assessment (Presentation)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary & Grammar (ongoing units)
Presentation
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4
Moving the Margin

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

5
Affecting Change Through Argument
Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

6
Conquering Apathy

Creative Nonfiction Research (NOTE: Teacher chooses between this and the
Autoethnography Unit, but not both since these are both research units.)

Description

Students will study the characters’ and their own identities/memberships and how they
inform who they/we are. Students will learn about explicit and implicit bias and discuss

the importance of multiple perspectives.

Knowledge & Skills

They’ll conduct background research prior to reading and apply that knowledge when
engaging in Socratic Seminar discussion during the book. Applicable informational

articles will be read throughout. Students will examine the coming-of-age theme
development (innocence, loss of innocence, and growth/maturity) throughout the book
while studying those marginalized by their race, class, gender, religion, etc. in order to

produce a summative expository essay about a topic of the students’ choice.

Essential Question(s)

How does my perspective impact my understanding of my own and others’ identities?
How does diction impact the intended message?

Anchor Texts

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
“I Have a Dream” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Supplemental Texts

“Straight Talk About the N-Word” by Sean Price (informational article)
Research Articles (each student is assigned one of four topics and for their topic, they
read an assigned article and then also find their own credible article): Harper Lee, the

Scottsboro Affair, the Great Depression, and the Jim Crow Laws
Civil Rights Movement Timeline (informational article)

Supplemental Texts (each student is assigned a topic for their Socratic Seminar rotation):
“We Wear the Mask” by Paul Laurence Dunbar; Code-Switching; Being Well Born; and/or

Feminist Criticism
“Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” episode from the Twilight Zone

Urban Legends (informational article)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary & Grammar (ongoing units)
Introductory Research

Annotations
Socratic Seminar

Peer Revision
Expository Essay

Description
We will read Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare to study writing craft

and formulate argumentative writing.

Knowledge & Skills

Students will perform most of this play and apply a variety of reading strategies
to difficult, but significant passages in order to analyze literary elements such as

tone, word choice, imagery, and theme. Throughout their reading of the play,
students will watch key scenes in two different movie versions to determine

what is emphasized / absent in the texts. Students will develop their argument
writing by engaging in debate and studying Atticus’s Closing Statement for

effective argumentative techniques in order to produce a summative argument
essay.

Essential Question(s)

How has language evolved? How do I arrange an effective argument? How do
my preconceived notions of the comedy and tragedy genres affect my

classification of texts? What constitutes a “classic” text?

Anchor Texts

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
Key scenes of Zeffirelli movie version of Romeo and Juliet

Key scenes of Luhrmann movie version of Romeo and Juliet

Supplemental Texts

Decision-Making (informational articles)
Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare

Sonnet 130 by William Shakespeare
Excerpt of The Tragicall Historye of Romeus and Juliet by Arthur Brooke

Student-selected informational articles about the science of love at first sight
“The Fraud of Avon” (informational article)

“The Shakespeare Conspiracy Theory That Won’t Die” (informational article)
Art images for a gallery walk

“Why Some People Become Lifelong Readers” (informational article)
“Afghanistan’s Romeo and Juliet” (informational article)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary & Grammar (ongoing units)
Sonnet
Debate

Presentation
Peer Revision

Argument Essay

Description

Students will write a creative nonfiction research paper about a topic of their
choice that includes personal experience, research (written and reflective in an

infographic), and a connection to the literature they’ve read recently.

Knowledge & Skills

They will apply writing craft techniques such as purposeful diction and proper
nouns/allusions to achieve writer’s voice. They will also properly synthesize and

integrate relevant, credible research (digital literacy) to maintain a cohesive
writing flow and maintain readers’ engagement. This also fosters curation
capability as students have to collect and share content to develop their

voice/identity/expertise and use tools to communicate original
perspectives/ideas in a variety of forms (written, infographic, photography, etc.).

Essential Question(s)

How does literature enhance my understanding of myself and others? How do
writers make effective, purposeful choices to contribute to meaning and style?

Anchor Texts

Introduction from The Best Creative Nonfiction
“The Cipher in Room 214” by Carol Smith

Supplemental Texts

Students select their own (2) research articles and a piece of literature (anything
they’ve read recently) to integrate into their creative nonfiction research paper

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary & Grammar (ongoing units)
Annotations

Peer Revision
Creative Nonfiction Research Paper
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7
Identity Formation

Autoethnography

8
Windows and Mirrors Through Literature

Independent Reading (NOTE: This unit is integrated during / simultaneous
with the Autoethnography Unit.)

Description

Autoethnography is typically defined as an approach to research that puts the self at the
center of cultural analysis. Autoethnography transcends mere narration of self to

engage in cultural analysis and interpretation. Mere self-exposure without profound
cultural analysis and interpretation leaves this writing at the level of descriptive

autobiography or memoir.

Knowledge & Skills

Students will conduct introspection to determine which aspects of their culture most
significantly affect their identity formation to then write an autoethnography that fuses

their chosen subculture with research (digital literacy). They are tasked with addressing
multiple, varying perspectives of their identity, which bolsters their global literacy. These

varying perspectives allow the writer to engage in cultural analysis and interpretation
instead of merely presenting research that confirms their own experience. They will

apply writing craft techniques such as purposeful diction and proper nouns/allusions to
achieve writer’s voice. They will also properly synthesize and integrate relevant,

credible research to maintain a cohesive writing flow and maintain readers’
engagement.

Essential Question(s)

Which aspects of my culture most significantly affect my identity formation? How are my
subcultures perceived by those in and outside of the culture, and how do my identities

adhere to or diverge from the perceived conventions of the culture?

Anchor Texts

Excerpt of Gang Leader for a Day by Sudhir Venkatesh (ethnography example)
“The Complexity of Identity: ‘Who Am I?’” by Beverly Daniel Tatum (informational article)

Bird on the Wire: Freeing the Father Within Me by Arthur P. Bochner

Supplemental Texts

Students select their own (3) research articles related to their chosen identity
subculture to inform their autoethnography

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary & Grammar (ongoing units)
Annotations

Peer Revision
Autoethnography Research Paper

Description

Students will determine what has been missing from their educational
experience thus far, in regards to their identities, then select a book to read

independently to address this gap.

Knowledge & Skills

They will annotate and respond to prompts throughout their reading about the
purpose/impact of punctuation, diction, plot arrangement, and point of view, as

well as theme development. Before and after their reading, they’ll record a
video book talk about their selection process and rating (in accordance with

their study of the aforementioned literary elements and writing craft
techniques), respectively. This presentation will demonstrate their media

literary, as they’ll create the video on Flipgrid and interact with and respond to
their peers on this platform.

Essential Question(s)

Which aspects of my culture most significantly affect my identity formation?
How are my subcultures perceived by those in and outside of the culture, and
how do my identities adhere to or diverge from the perceived conventions of

the culture? How does literature enhance my understanding of myself and
others? How do writers make effective, purposeful choices to contribute to

meaning and style?

Anchor Texts

Students select their own book (see above Description).

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Annotations
Expository Writing Paragraphs

Book Talk presentation (via Flipgrid)
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