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1
Our View of the World and Ourselves

2
Short Story: “Pecha Kucha”

3
Who are we?

Description

Students will investigate memoirs and their different components: Plot structure, point of
view, an important topic that articulates the most authentic self,  dialogue, emulating

example memoirs/authors, theme, and an important so what moment .

Knowledge and Skills

Learners will sharpen reading and writing skills, while analyzing nonfiction pieces of
literature. Students will learn different perspectives by investigating different

cultures/communities. Texts serve as a window into the identities and experiences of
diverse groups, thus fostering intergroup understanding, raising awareness of prejudice

and injustice, and motivating students to reflect and act by highlighting individual and
collective struggles against injustice. Learners will refine basic research skills by

evaluating different types of sources; compare and contrast the representation of a
subject or scene in two different mediums (including what is emphasized or absent in

each treatment).

Essential Question(s)

What is forgiveness? Who has the right to forgive? How does the power or the lack of
power affect individuals in this work? What does it mean to be indifferent and how can

indifference have an impact on society? What is the difference between being an
upstander vs. a bystander?

Anchor Texts

The Sunflower/The Laramie Project

Supplemental Choice Texts

Nazi war crimes (informational article about Nazi's tried and Elie Wiesel’s  speech “The
Dangers of Indifference,” response articles from The Sunflower, supplemental Newsela

articles, Excerpts from The Laramie Project 10 years later.

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Memoir to represent the components modeled from The Sunflower. Miniature research
essay (dependent on summer reading choice), Expository Essay (Acceptance vs

Tolerance), Socratic Seminar reflecting on the essential questions of the anchor text.

Description

Students will investigate the literary components of short stories: Plot structure,
theme, as it progresses through a text, the use of figurative language to

improve writing, characters, setting, and types of conflicts .

Knowledge and Skills

Students investigate themes or central ideas over the course of the text.
Learners will select evidence from literary texts to support analysis and

reflection. Students will  present information clearly, concisely, and logically for
the appropriate purpose, audience and task through the strategic use of digital

media in presentations to enhance understanding of information and to add
interest; adapt their speech for a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal

English when indicated or appropriate.

Essential Question(s)

What are the factors that move individuals, communities, or nations to great
sacrifice, and what are the consequences? How does power or the lack of
power affect an individual in this work? What are the responsibilities of the

individual and/or society in regard to the health of the environment? How do
one or more of the characters form and shape their identities, and how do they

define who they are?

Anchor Texts

The Interlopers and The Cask of Amontillado

Supplemental Choice Texts

The Sound of Thunder, The Most Dangerous Game, The Rocket Man, The
Scarlet Ibis, The Necklace, The Gift of the Magi, The Open Window, The Lottery.

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Pecha Kucha (Independent Presentation)/ Scary Story Narrative

Description

Structured around "Facing History and Ourselves”,  students will investigate
social injustices throughout time by reading contemporary articles and classic

articles to create an individual perspective of social issues.

Knowledge and Skills

Students analyze the development of the theme or central idea over the course
of the text (how it emerges and is shaped and refined by details). Students will

investigate character development by supporting analysis with textual evidence;
provide objective summaries of the sections of a text.

Essential Question(s)

What is identity? To what extent do we determine our own identities? What
influence does society have? What are stereotypes, and how do they affect how

we see ourselves and how others see us? How does our need to belong
influence our identity? How does it lead to the formation of “in” groups and “out”

groups in our society?

Anchor Texts

To Kill a Mockingbird

Supplemental Choice Texts

Facing History and Ourselves articles/poems, Newsela articles

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Socratic Seminar (responding to essential questions). Expository piece showing
theme through character development. Blackout Poetry assignment

representing the outcome of the trial.
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4
Who’s to Blame?

5
Grappling with an Issue

6
Creative Writing (The Pebble Essay)

Description

The teacher will lead an introductory unit on Shakespeare. Students will be introduced
to William Shakespeare's sonnets and one of his most notable plays "Romeo and Juliet."

Students will investigate topics such as character development and drama terms.

Knowledge and Skills

Learners will analyze how an author uses and transforms source material in a specific
work. Students will use a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of unknown or

multiple-meaning words and phrases, as well as analyzing figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in word meaning.

Essential Question(s)

What is the relationship between decisions and consequences for one or more of the
characters? How do the decisions and actions of characters reveal their personalities?

How does conflict lead to change for the characters?
How does a character’s point of view affect the way s/he deals with conflict?

In a culture where we are bombarded with other people trying to define us, how do we
make decisions for ourselves? How does family play a role in shaping one or more
characters' values and beliefs? Are things fated no matter what, or does a character

believe his or her actions can change the course of his or her life?

Anchor Texts

Romeo and Juliet

Supplemental Choice Texts

Shakespeare Sonnets, “Duty” Pamela Berkman, Pyramus and Thisbe, Afghanistan’s
Romeo and Juliet,

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Debate who is to blame for the tragedy in Romeo and Juliet (bracket challenge).
Argumentative essay (which character is most to blame).

Description

Students will pick a topic of their choice to create an argumentative essay
based on research. Students will use the library database to support their thesis

statements.

Knowledge and Skills

Learners write an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning
and sufficient evidence; learn more in depth research methods by using a
scholarly database. Students will develop claims and counterclaims while

pointing out strengths and weaknesses of a given argument in a formal writing
style. Students will conduct research projects to answer questions, and/or solve

problems by broadening their inquiry appropriately. Students will be able to
synthesize multiple sources on a given subject.

Essential Question(s)

What is the purpose of an argumentative essay? How will evidence support
your claims? What is the purpose of using reputable resources? How do you

differentiate between a reputable source and "fake news"?

Anchor Texts

N/A

Supplemental Choice Texts

An array of informational texts and podcasts to inform their position.

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Argumentative Essay - Students will research a topic of their choice. Students
learn to develop and create a thesis. Students will have to support their thesis
statements using reputable sources. They will go through the entire research

process (outlining, creating a thesis, notecards, bibliography, drafting and
revision). Students will create a digital example (podcast, brief video,

infographic) displaying the critical material learned.

Description

Students will investigate the skills needed to produce a creative piece of writing.
Learners will explore different elements of storytelling in order to differentiate
between different genres. Students will learn to write in a descriptive manner

with the use of figurative language.

Essential Question(s)

How and why are we as humans drawn to stories? What elements of storytelling
are found in different genres of writing: creative nonfiction, memoir, fiction,

poetry and prose? How are critiques and drafts important to the writing process?

Anchor Texts

N/A

Supplemental Choice Texts

Example pieces of student work, example short stories (creative pieces)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Pebble Essay (creative descriptive essay) and creative short story (fiction).
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Description

Literature and Composition I emphasizes literature, composition, and
language. Literature includes a study by types (short story, nonfiction,
fiction, drama, poetry novel); both classics and modern selections are
studied. Expository writing stresses types and methods of paragraph

development, and the five-paragraph composition is introduced.
Grammar is taught to help students write more effectively. Continued

stress is placed on spelling, vocabulary building, and independent
reading. Nonfiction works are also studied and students will write

persuasive, informative, and narrative pieces.
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