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1
Questions of Justice

2
Illuminating Native Voices

3
Clash of Cultures: Witch Hunts

Description

To set discussions and argumentation that are logical and evidence-based for the year,
this first unit will encourage students to read non-fiction texts that will prompt them to

question systems of oppression and build skills for communicating their inquiries
effectively.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will identify and evaluate logical fallacies in non-fiction texts, news media, and
other genres, and will be able to articulate the effectiveness of those arguments through

meta-evaluation of argumentation through debate and argument writing.

Essential Question(s)

How can we evaluate arguments in order to encourage evidence-based social action?
What is Justice?

Anchor Texts

American Prison by Shane Bauer
An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments by Ali Almossawi

Supplemental Texts

Serial Season 3 podcast * Various nonfiction texts * selections from American Prison *
Self-selected independent reading books * news media film clips

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary and Grammar Ongoing
SAT test prep ongoing

Small Group Discussions
Team Debate

Argument Essay integrating evidence, counter-arguments, and rebuttals, analysis of
news media and valid and credible resources.

Description

Building on “Questions of Justice” unit, students will be exposed to Native
American history and current realities from the voice of Native authors.  In

response to Native voices, students will create inquiry-based research for their
first full-process writing assignment of the year.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will choose to highlight a specific aspect of the Native American voice
through group presentations- building on argumentation from unit 1 and

synthesizing multiple genres to teach peers how Native culture has influenced
American Identity. Through presentation, discussions, and research, students

will craft a full-process mini-research paper and presentation of paper, complete
with multiple drafts and ongoing peer and teacher feedback.

Essential Question(s)

How is Native American culture represented in American literature, and how
does it shape American identity? How can it possibly reshape American Identity

once mainstream culture begins acknowledging this erasure of culture?

Anchor Texts

There, There by Tommy Orange

Supplemental Texts

“Molly of Denali” Episode 1: PBS cartoon
Whereas Layli Long Soldier and S.J.Res.14 - Native American Apology

Resolution
“Heartberries: A Memoir” by  Terese Maria Mailhot

“Joy Harjo: Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings” by Joy Harjo
“The Unauthorized Autobiography of Me” by Sherman Alexie

“Displacements: Performing the Mestizaje” by Patricia Penn Hilden
“A Moment in My LIfe” by Rex Lee Jim

“Indian Boarding School” by Louise Erdrich
“Historical Trauma: How History Impacts our Public Health” NIH Public Access

Nathaniel Vincent Mohatta, Azure B. Thompsona, Nghi D. Thaib, and Jacob
Kraemer Tebesa

“On Indian Land, Criminals can Get Away with Anything” by SIERRA
CRANE-MURDOCH

Primary Source Documents: Colonists’ Perspectives on Native Americans
(National Humanities Center)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary and Grammar ongoing
SAT test prep ongoing

Research Panel Presentation
Full-Process Mini Research Paper

Description

We will be examining the historical significance of cultural shifts, building
resiliency for understanding and honing in on our personal value systems, and

recognizing the most effective ways of communicating personal beliefs and
creative expression.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will be reading The Crucible through a historical lens, analyzing the
effectiveness of the Miller’s allegory to McCarthyism.  Students will identify and

evaluate effectiveness of rhetorical strategies and devices, in addition to
effective nonverbal communication standards in order to craft a persuasive

speech.

Essential Question(s)

How do views of TRUTH, as expressed across multiple genres throughout U.S.
history, inspire and shape artistic, cultural, and political movements?

Anchor Texts

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Supplemental Texts

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”  Jonathan Edwards
“Of Plymouth Plantation” William Bradford

“Upon the Burning of Our House” Anne Bradstreet
“To My Dear and Loving Husband” Anne Bradstreet

“Huswifery” Anne Bradstreet
“Sarah Vowell finds Humor in Puritan History” Sarah Vowell NPR interview

“The One who Walked Away from Omelas” Ursula K. Le Guin
Various Persuasive Speech Models/ Recordings

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary and Grammar Ongoing
SAT test prep ongoing

Persuasive Speech
Morality and Ethics Debate
In-Class Argument Essay
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4
Amplifying Voices

5
Living Ecologically: A Moral Imperative

6
EdShed Project

(Note: this unit is integrated within units during the
second semester).

Description

Students will read works from African American author’s throughout American History,
and will use AA Critical Lens to evaluate that history and inquire about problems in

social, political, educational systems.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will be integrating and evaluating multiple sources of information presented in
diverse formats in order to generate high-level discussion questions for a formal socratic

seminar as well as generate analytical written responses throughout the unit that
analyze the effectiveness of the author's style across and within genres in achieving the

author's purpose.

Essential Question(s)

How does one (and why must one) find a voice in the midst of challenging situations?

Anchor Texts

Between the World and Me by Ta Nehisi Coates
The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass

Supplemental Texts

Criticisms of Frederick Douglass by A.C.C. Thompson and Lynn Pioneer (1845)
Clips from Twelve Years a Slave

Excerpts from Killing Rage by Bell Hooks
Excerpts from My Grandmother’s Hands by Resmaa Menakem

“The Case for Reparations” by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Resegregation of Jefferson County by Nikole Hannah-Jones

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Vocabulary and Grammar Ongoing
SAT Test prep ongoing

Formal Socratic Seminar
Synthesis Essay

Description

We will be learning about the transcendental movement before and during the
Civil war, and analyzing how the language of this movement has been

reincarnated throughout American History, and how that language is “fossil
poetry,” with content and style reflecting the conflicts of the time.  Through this

unit, we will be focusing on Nature writings- essays and poetry- as well as
analyzing living systems design and the ecology of our contemporary society.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will integrate a variety of sources to analyze the connection between
style, voice, and society, and will craft personal written expository texts that will
reflect societal and cultural understandings of our time.   Final formal socratic
seminars will prepare questions that will connect to EdShed projects that will

help students develop their own voice.

Essential Question(s)

How and why does America value individualism? How has industry shaped our
modern society? What does progress mean?  How do we heal as individuals,  a

community, a nation, a planet?

Anchor Texts

“Self-Reliance” by Emerson
“Civil Disobedience” by Thoreau

Excerpts from Walden by Thoreau
Select poems from Walt Whitman

Supplemental Choice Texts

Excerpts from Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer
Excerpts from The Self-Delusion: The Surprising Science for How we are

Connected and Why by Tom Oliver

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

SAT test prep ongoing
Vocabulary and Grammar Ongoing

Reflective Writing Practice- observational, expository, and poetry.

Description

Students will understand the importance and value that they can bring through
project-based learning to solve real community problems.   Students will be
synthesizing units from semester 1 as the foundation for an inquiry and asset

based research approach to generative topics, resulting in plugging directly into
community needs and creating a real-world impact beyond English class.  For

this project, English class is used as a platform for research and communication.
Beyond that, students are responsible for creating their own project that

integrates other courses students are enrolled in their junior year.  This project
can serve as a springboard for personal interests, internships, long-term

school-based initiatives, and even senior projects.

Knowledge and Skills
Students will be participating in asset-based and/or needs-based inquiry
approach to research,  identifying community stakeholders, formally and

informally communicating with stakeholders via written and oral (calls, emails,
zooming, in-person presentations) and analyzing appropriate forms of capital for
projects, including grant-research and writing skills,  participating in generating

media formatting, including managing landing pages, google form surveys,
infographics, etc., in order to best communicate with specific audiences to
achieve valuable impact.   Students will have ongoing written reflections

throughout the semester, as well as set goals and activities and reflect on
project status, with a final presentation to peers regarding the real impact of

their project at the end of the year.

Essential Question(s)
What are the assets in our community? How can schools function as an essential

part of a community ecosystem beyond conventional classroom learning?

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Formal Project Proposal with Peer Feedback
Annotated Bibliography

Communications Log with Stakeholder Evidence and Reflection
Research- Based Infographics

Formal Multimedia presentation to community stakeholders.
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7
The Philosophy of Reality

Course Description

Description

Students will be working through critical thinking processes as they develop questions
regarding the nature of reality, quantum mechanics, and how the style and voice of how

that reality is presented can change how a person interprets another person’s
perspective.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will be challenging different philosophies of reality through informal and formal
discussions, using inquiry-based research strategies in groupwork to find multi-media

articles to support claims.  This unit will focus on deep discussion, questioning
techniques, and reflection, as well as how style and format of anchor texts help shape

these issues.

Essential Question(s)

What power do we have to shape our lives and our perceptions of our lives?  How does
quantum theory and neuroscience support validity of varying perspectives? How can I

tell the story of my reality?

Anchor Texts

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut

Supplemental Choice Texts

Variety of multi-media Ted Talks and podcast episodes on quantum mechanics and
neuroscience in shaping our realities.

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Plato’s Cave Allegory Social Criticism Project and Presentation
Style Analysis LIterary Essay,

Text-Driven,  evidence-based assessments,
personal reflection defining parameters of reality using evidence from mentor texts.

Research-based expository essay comparing selected topic of two varying
perspectives.

FInal Socratic Seminar, formal discussion.

Literature and Composition III emphasizes the high points of
American literature with an in-depth study of several significant
novels, essays, poems, and plays. Current nonfiction articles will
be read to make connections between the past and present.
Composition instruction includes a focus on the analysis of
literature, multiple paragraph structures, individual style, the
writer’s voice, and creativity. During the second semester, a
research paper is completed. Work on grammar, vocabulary, and
independent reading will continue.

-- OHS Curriculum Guide 2020-2021
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