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1
The Surveillance State

2
The Refugee Experience

3
Shakespeare and Leadership

Description
Students will discuss the way totalitarian regimes use surveillance
to create a culture of  fear and oppression, and examine the role,
benefits, and drawbacks technology and surveillance have in the
contemporary United States.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction and informational texts,
using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess argument
claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and evidence;
write substantive analytical arguments, synthesizing various
sources, using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence; participate
in collaborative discussions; present information, using digital
media and infographics

Essential Questions
How does technology affect us?  What do we gain, what do we
give up, and how do we strike a balance?

Anchor Texts
George Orwell: 1984
Akwaeke Emezi: The Death of  Vivek Oji

Supplemental Texts
Glenn Greenwald: “Why Privacy Matters”

Various articles and research reports concerning types of
surveillance technology and the role of  technology and
surveillance in life in the United States

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Informative presentation on contemporary surveillance
techniques; response essay evaluating argument; literary
analysis/synthesis argument essay discussing the role and effect of
surveillance in 1984 and in the United States

Description
Students will study situations around the world that have led to
various refugee crises, the experiences of  refugees around the
world, and the response countries around the world (especially the
United States) have had to these crises.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction and nonfiction, and
informational texts, using evidence and quotes to support
arguments; assess argument claims, evaluating strengths and
weaknesses of  logic and evidence; participate in collaborative
discussions; present information, using digital media and
infographics

Essential Questions
How do our nation’s actions and policies affect refugees?  What
responsibility do individuals and nations have to respond to the
needs of  refugees? How do we decide who has a right to live in
this country?

Anchor Texts
Valeria Luiselli: Tell Me How It Ends: An Essay in 40 Questions

Supplemental Texts
Sarah Stillman: “When Deportation is a Death Sentence,” “Where
Are the Children?”
Jake Halpern: “The Underground Railroad for Refugees”
Lauren Collins: “Europe’s Child Refugee Crisis”
Ben Taub: “The Desperate Journey of  a Trafficked Girl”

Various articles concerning specific global refugee crises: gang
violence in El Salvador, Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar, the
Syrian War, The Yemeni civil war, South Sudanese civil war

Summative Assessment/Performance Task
Group presentation (with slideshow and infographic)  on a
specific refugee situation; socratic seminar

Description
Students will examine how a leader’s actions affect the level of
support they experience from their followers.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary dramatic and informational texts,
using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess argument
claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and evidence;
write substantive analytical arguments, synthesizing various
sources, using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence; participate
in collaborative discussions

Essential Question
How do our decisions as leaders affect others and their
perceptions of  us?

Anchor Texts
William Shakespeare: Macbeth

Supplemental Texts
Machiavelli: The Prince
Daniel Goleman: “What Makes a Leader”
Daniel Goleman: “The Focused Leader”
Ronald A. Heifetz and Martin Linsky: “A Survival Guide for
Leaders”

Summative Assessment/Performance Task
Literary analysis/synthesis argument essay assessing Macbeth’s
skills as a leader based on a student-created criteria of  good
leadership.



4
Shaping Identity

5
Understanding Global Poverty

6
The World Through Stories

Description
Students will study a stylistic variety of  memoirs and examine how
writers convey the depth and meaning of  their experiences
through a narrative.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary memoir and narrative texts, using
evidence and quotes to support arguments; analyze an author’s
stylistic choices and voice; participate in collaborative discussions

Essential Questions
How do we define ourselves and our identities? What experiences
make us who we are?

Anchor Texts
Trevor Noah: Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood

Supplemental Texts
A variety of  short personal narratives and memoir excerpts

Summative Assessment/Performance Task
Personal narrative essay

Description
Students will study how the conditions of  poverty shape daily life
around the world.  They will also examine factors contributing to
the way that extreme poverty hampers the creation of  a true
community and opportunity, and how poverty can be a
determinant force in people’s lives.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary nonfiction and informational texts,
using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess argument
claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and evidence;
participate in collaborative discussions; present information, using
digital media and infographics

Essential Questions
What does it mean to live in poverty?  What external forces
contribute to exacerbating poverty?  What should be done to
address poverty?

Anchor Texts
Katherine Boo: Behind the Beautiful Forevers

Supplemental Texts
Rose George: excerpts from The Big Necessity
News segment: “The Sewer Men of  Mumbai:
Documentary: The Street Kids of  Mumbai
Abhijit Banerjee and Esther Duflo: excerpts from Poor Economics:
A Radical Rethinking of  the Way to Fight Global Poverty
Peter Singer: excerpts from The Life You Can Save
Dambisa Moyo: excerpts from Dead Aid
Jan Narveson: “Feeding the Hungry”
Readings on sweatshops

Articles for research

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Socratic seminar; Literary analysis/synthesis argument essay
Group presentation (slideshow/infographic) on a global charity

Description
Students will read fiction from around the world, using literature
as an avenue to explore world history and other cultures. (This
unit is spread throughout the year and taught concurrently with
other units.)

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction and informational texts,
using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess argument
claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and evidence;
participate in collaborative discussions

Essential Questions
What does learning about others teach us about ourselves? What
elements of  the human experience are universal?  What elements
are not?

Supplemental Texts
Various stories and articles, including:
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: “The American Embassy”
Jamul Ahmad: “The Sins of  the Mother”
Uwem Akpan: “My Parents’ Bedroom”
T. C. Boyle: “The Love of  My Life”
Dan Chaon: “The Bees”
Edwidge Danticat: “Children of  the Sea
Zahra Khawari: “The Snow over Stones”
Yiyun Li: “Prison”
Dinaw Mengestu: “An Honest Exit”
Houshang Moradi-Kermani: “The Vice-Principal”
Alex Ronan: “What Did Emile Weaver Know?”
Vivek Shanbhag: Ghachar Ghochar

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Literary analysis/thematic essays; reader response essays


