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Systemic Oppression

2
The Puritans

3
Native Experiences

Description
Students will study the U.S. housing and prison systems and the
government’s roles in those systems.  Students will also examine
the way the government’s policies and actions directly affect
citizens and debate the responsibility a society has to its
members.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary nonfiction and informational texts,
using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess
argument claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic
and evidence; write substantive analytical arguments,
synthesizing various sources, using valid reasoning and sufficient
evidence; participate in collaborative discussions; write an article
following journalistic standards, synthesizing information from
research and interviews

Essential Questions
What is the infrastructure of  opportunity in our society? What
barriers get in the way of  creating opportunity for all? How do
government social and economic policies simultaneously lessen
some inequities while exacerbating others? What responsibility
does a society have to its members?

Anchor Texts
Shane Bauer: American Prison: A Reporter’s Undercover Journey into
the Business of  Punishment
Matthew Desmond: Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City

Supplemental Texts
Sarah Koenig and others: Serial Season 3
Linda Tirado: excerpts from From Hand to Mouth: Living in
Bootstrap America

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Two articles (informative or investigative) adhering to strict
journalistic standards, suitable for publication in a
community-based newspaper

Description
Students will study writings by and about Puritans and Puritan culture,
making connections to other periods in American history and the present.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction and informational texts, using
evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess argument claims,
evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and evidence; write
substantive analytical arguments, synthesizing various sources, using valid
reasoning and sufficient evidence; participate in collaborative discussions

Essential Questions
What does it mean to have an independent mind and still be a part of  a
society? What are the purposes and effects of  punishment? Is punishment
an effective means to an end?

Anchor Texts
Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter
Arthur Miller: The Crucible

Supplemental Texts
Moustafa Bayoumi: excerpt from How Does It Feel to Be a Problem?
Anne Bradstreet: “Upon the Burning of  Our House”
Jonathan Edwards: “Sinners in the Hands of  an Angry God”
Arthur Miller: “Why I Wrote The Crucible”
Sarah Vowell: excerpts from The Wordy Shipmates
John Winthrop: excerpt from “A Model of  Christian Charity”

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Literary analysis assessing the function and effect of  punishment inThe
Scarlet Letter; comparison essay with The Crucible and excerpt from How
Does It Feel to Be a Problem?

Description
Students will study texts that examine political, economic, and social
issues Native Americans have dealt with over the centuries and how
that history affects Native cultures today.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction and nonfiction, and informational
texts, using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess
argument claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and
evidence; participate in collaborative discussions; explain how writers’
rhetorical and stylistic choices help create meaning; present
information, using digital media and infographics

Essential Questions
Why does culture matter to us and what role does it play in our lives?
What does our culture mean to others? What is the effect of  seeing
our individual culture represented in the broader culture? What is the
effect of  not being reflected within broader cultural norms?

Anchor Texts
Tommy Orange: There There

Supplemental Texts
Sherman Alexie: “The Unauthorized Autobiography of  Myself ”
Uwe Rafael Braun: Molly of  Denali: “Grandpa’s Drum”
Sam Brownback: “S.J.Res.14 - Native American Apology Resolution”
Joy Harjo: poems from “Conflict Resolution for Holy Beings”
Layli Long Soldier: excerpts from Whereas

Various articles concerning Native American cultures and issues
concerning Native Americans today

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Group presentation (with slideshow and infographic)  on a specific
aspect of  Native American histories and experiences (Trail of  Tears,
Sand Creek Massacre, Indian Termination/Relocation policies, the
Alcatraz occupations, contemporary issues facing Native Americans)



4
Nature Creeps In

5
Bondage and Freedom

6
Fight the Power

Description
Students will study writings connected to the American
Romantic and Transcendentalist movements and their modern
iterations, and examine how those philosophical ideas fit into life
today.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction and nonfiction and
informational texts, using evidence and quotes to support
arguments; assess argument claims, evaluating strengths and
weaknesses of  logic and evidence; write substantive analytical
arguments, synthesizing various sources, using valid reasoning
and sufficient evidence; explain how writers’ rhetorical and
stylistic choices help create meaning; participate in collaborative
discussions

Essential Questions
How do we define individualism, and how do we balance
individualism with the notion of  being a part of  a society?
What does nature teach us about our lives and how we should
live?

Anchor Texts
Edgar Allan Poe: “The Fall of  the House of  Usher”
Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Self-Reliance” and excerpts from
“Nature”
Henry David Thoreau: excerpts from Walden and Throeau’s
journals
Walt Whitman: excerpts from Leaves of  Grass

Supplemental Texts
Benjamin Anastas: “The Foul Reign of  Emerson’s Self-Reliance”
Hope Jahren: excerpts from Lab Girl
Robin Wall Kimmerer: excerpts from Braiding Sweetgrass
Kathryn Schulz: “Pond Scum: Henry David Thoreau’s Moral
Myopia”

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Argument analysis, literary analysis, observational journals

Description
Students will study writings concerning slavery, including memoirs by
enslaved people, and examine the horrors of  slavery, the historical
arguments in favor of  and against slavery, the long road to emancipation,
and the long-term effects of  slavery that carry over to the present.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction and nonfiction and informational
texts, using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess argument
claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and evidence; write
substantive analytical arguments, synthesizing various sources, using valid
reasoning and sufficient evidence; explain how writers’ rhetorical and
stylistic choices help create meaning; participate in collaborative
discussions

Essential Questions
What factors allowed for the existence of  slavery, an unfathomably cruel
and inhumane institution, in the United States? How firmly is slavery
woven into the country’s history and economic progress? How have laws,
policies, and systems developed to enforce the enslavement of  Black
Americans before the Civil War continued to influence laws, policies, and
systems in years since?

Anchor Texts
Frederick Douglass: Narrative of  the Life of  FrederickDouglass, an American
Slave
Steve McQueen: 12 Years a Slave (2013)

Supplemental Texts
Charles Chestnutt: “The Passing of  Grandison”
Frederick Douglass: “What to the Slave is the Fourth of  July?”
Nikole Hannah-Jones and others: excerpts from The 1619 Project
A.C.C. Thompson: “Refuge of  Oppression” with Frederick Douglass’s
response

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Argument analysis; small group informative presentations on aspects of
slavery/The 1619 Project

Description
Students will study writings concerning Reconstruction, Restoration,
the build up to the civil rights movement, and the state of  race
relations today. They will also examine systemic racism and its
manifestations in history as well as in the present.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction, nonfiction, informational texts,
and films using evidence and quotes to support arguments; assess
argument claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of  logic and
evidence; write substantive analytical arguments, synthesizing various
sources, using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence; explain how
writers’ rhetorical and stylistic choices help create meaning; participate
in collaborative discussions

Essential Questions
What is systemic racism? How has it functioned in the United States in
the past and how does it manifest in the present? What is the best way
to improve race relations in the United States?

Anchor Texts
Ta-Nehisi Coates: Between the World and Me and “The Case for
Reparations”

Supplemental Texts
W. E. B. DuBois: “The Talented Tenth”
Ava DuVernay: 13th (2016)
Nikole Hannah-Jones: “The Resegregation of  Jefferson County”
bell hooks: excerpts from Killing Rage: Ending Racism
Martin Luther King, Jr: “Letter from Birmingham Jail”
Raoul Peck: I Am Not Your Negro (2016)
Henry David Thoreau: excerpts from “Civil Disobedience”
Booker T. Washington: “Speech from the Atlanta Exposition” and
“The Awakening of  the Negro”
Malcolm X: “The Ballot or the Bullet”

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Socratic seminar; Literary analysis/synthesis argument essay



7
Self-Discovery and Self-Delusion

8
AP test practice

Description
Students will read novels and associated works centered on
characters struggling to define themselves and find their place in
the world.

Knowledge & Skills
Annotate and analyze literary fiction, nonfiction, informational
texts, and films using evidence and quotes to support arguments;
assess argument claims, evaluating strengths and weaknesses of
logic and evidence; write substantive analytical arguments,
synthesizing various sources, using valid reasoning and sufficient
evidence; explain how writers’ rhetorical and stylistic choices
help create meaning; participate in collaborative discussions;

Essential Questions
How much of  a role does our past have in our present lives?
What aspects of  our lives are determined by forces outside of
our control? How do we find meaning  in the lives we lead?

Anchor Texts
F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby
J.D. Salinger: The Catcher in the Rye
Toni Morrison: The Bluest Eye

Supplemental Texts
e.e. cummings: “The Cambridge Ladies”
T. S. Eliot: “The Lovesong of  J. Alfred Prufrock”
F. Scott Fitzgerald: “Winter Dreams” and “The Sensible Thing”
Charlotte Perkins Gilman: “The Yellow Wallpaper”
J.D. Salinger: “A Perfect Day for Bananafish”
Kathryn Schulz: “Why I Despise The Great Gatsby”
Karl Shapiro: “Auto-Wreck”
Anne Trubek: “Stop Teaching The Catcher in the Rye”

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Literary analysis essay; narrative voice-mimicking assignment;
socratic seminar

Description
Students will practice and focus on analytical and writing skills specific to
the AP English Language and Composition test.  (This unit is spread
throughout the year and taught concurrently with other units.)

Knowledge & Skills
Explain how writers’ rhetorical and stylistic choices contribute to the
purpose of  an argument and the rhetorical situations; describe the line of
reasoning, organization, and development of  an argument; analyze and
select evidence to develop and refine a claim

Essential Questions
How do a writer’s choices affect the meaning of  a work?

Supplemental Texts
James Baldwin: “Notes of  a Native Son”
Eula Biss: “Land Mines”
Jo Ann Beard: “The Fourth State or Matter”
Annie Dillard: “Heaven and Earth in Jest”
Roxane Gay: excerpts from Hunger
Meridith Hall: “Shunned”
Zora Neale Hurston: “How It Feels to Be Colored Me”
Audre Lourde: “The Fourth of  July”
Leslie Jamison: “The Empathy Exams”
Jamaica Kincaid: “A Small Place”
Maxine Hong Kingston: “No Name Woman”
Barry Lopez: “Sliver of  Sky”
George Orwell: “A Hanging,” “Politics and the English Language,”
and “Shooting an Elephant”
David Sedaris: “Giant Dreams, Midget Abilities”
John Jeremiah Sullivan: “Feet in Smoke”
Jonathan Swift: “A Modest Proposal”
Ryan Van Meter: “First” and “Lake Effect”
Richard Wright: “The Library Card”

Summative Assessment/Performance Tasks
Practice AP multiple-choice tests; AP argument, literary analysis, and
synthesis essays


