
Summer Assignment 2022-2023 9 English Honors

Reading. All 9 English Honors students will read To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.

Assessment. Upon returning to school, all 9 English Honors students will take a test covering Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.
The test will ask you to recall the plot, trace the characters, and assess your understanding of  key concepts.

Course Changes / New-to-Orange. Students who transfer into 9 English Honors or those newly enrolled at Orange High School
must complete the summer reading.  Students new to Orange (enrolling on the first day of  school or after) will have 14 days to
complete the assignment and take the exam. If  the student fails to take the exam in that time, a zero will be entered for that
assessment.

Making Annotations: A User’s Guide. Annotating helps students engage with a text.  We expect that you 1) read and 2) take
active measures to understand the story. What you annotate and the quantity of  those annotations are yours to decide.

Here are some suggestions that will help you with your annotations. We don’t expect you to do all of  these. The following list is
annotation ideas that can apply to To Kill a Mockingbird or any work.

● Define words or slang
● Explore why the author would have used a particular word, slang expression, or phrase
● Make connections to other parts of  the book. Feel free to use direct quotes from the book
● Make connections to other texts you have read or seen, including:

○ Movies
○ Comic books/graphic novels
○ News events
○ Other books, stories, plays, songs, or poems

● Re-write, paraphrase, or summarize a challenging passage or moment
● Make meaningful connections to your own life experiences
● Describe a new perspective you may now have
● Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs in the passage
● Offer an analysis or interpretation of  what is happening in the text
● Point out and discuss literary techniques that the author is using

Assessing Your Annotations. Your annotations will be an essential part of  the first assignment. Annotations will not be graded;
however, you must be able to discuss the following concepts using your annotations as a guide. Decide how you will annotate
your text to confidently discuss and write about the following topics. No class time will be provided to complete this
assignment.1

➢ Lawyering in an Unjust Society. Harper Lee’s novel explores prejudice ingrained in American courts in the 1930s. She uses
the trial of   Tom Robinson to spotlight light the legal system’s vulnerability to racism both then and now. From the moment
Atticus Finch accepts Tom Robinson as a client, he knows that Tom will not get a fair trial in Maycomb, Alabama. Trace all of
the challenges Atticus faces as Tom’s lawyer.

➢ Bildungsroman or Coming-of-Age. Bildungsroman is a German word used to describe a coming-of-age story. In
German, bildungs means self-education or learning, and roman translates to novel or story. So, a coming-of-age story
follows a young person as they grow to some level of   maturity.  Looking at the three kids:  Jem, Scout, and Dill, trace their
growth as they reach some level of  adult maturity. Note the immature things they do, the mature things, and the moments of
learning life lessons).

➢ Human Dignity. Among the most essential takeaways from To Kill a Mockingbird is that all people deserve dignity. Harper
Lee challenges us to understand, to stand in their shoes, and even be sympathetic to very offensive characters like Mayella
Ewell, Bob Ewell, Mrs. Henry Layfaette Dubose, and more. She suggests that each character deserves human dignity. Trace
these characters and the challenges we face as readers when asked to be sympathetic.

❖ So, all you need to do this summer is read and annotate (as you see fit) To Kill a Mockingbird.

❖ If  you would like to use a study guide (ungraded, not assigned), clickTo Kill a Mockingbird Study Guide

1 Annotation guidelines adapted from NTCE Blog, Remi Kalir

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T3AOTZhUfuf752tXjmFhyEjkTOBLAf_ZDP__UMJWIoA/edit?usp=sharing

