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1
It Takes a Village to Read and Write

2
Underneath the Story

3
Art in the Real World

Description

Students will engage in the rituals that establish engaged reading & writing habits; they
will learn high-level reading, thinking, and discussion strategies to support close

reading, in-depth questioning, and authentic writing rooted in critical thinking. We will
explore the blueprints of a fictional narrative while emphasizing the literary elements

and authorial choices that make great storytelling. Students will have multiple
opportunities to read and write about complex texts.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will be able to identify theme, setting, character, plot, and point of view and
analyze how these elements interact to impact readers. Readers will cite evidence to
support analysis and inferences. Writers will build literary jargon to enhance literature
discussions and writings. Students will analyze short texts through whole-class close

reading sessions, independent application of strategies, and literature circles that
promote the notion of reading as a social act. Students will craft mindful,

evidence-based responses to demonstrate deep thinking about a variety of texts.

Essential Question(s)

Why is it important for people and cultures to construct narratives about their
experiences? How does literature help us understand life?

Anchor Texts

"The Pudding Like a Night on the Sea" by Ann Cameron • "Fetch" by Robb White • "A
Secret for Two" by Quinten Reynolds

Supplemental Choice Texts

“Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” by Rudyard Kipling • Holes by Louis Sachar • Schooled by Gordan
Korman • Ghost by Jason Reynolds • various, current middle-grade titles

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Elements of Plot tasks, formal literary discussions, short formal written responses that
incorporate academic vocabulary and text-based evidence, & an annotating

assessment.

Description

Students will explore the blueprints (theme, setting, character development, and
the domino effect of plot) of a novel; we will discover the power of characters

and their relationships to their setting and others around them. We will explore
the narrative structure in an extended text as it builds toward climax and

resolution. We will learn to examine text closely to find what the text says and
what can be inferred. In this unit, students will have the opportunity to write an
in-depth, long-form literary essay about what they have read, driven by a thesis

they create.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will be able to analyze literature and cite evidence to support thinking.
Learners will identify theme, setting, elements of plot, point of view, and
character development.  Writers will make literary arguments while citing

evidence to support reasoning. Literary discussions will allow exploration of
literary concepts which build on shared knowledge. Students will develop

personal word banks that build word knowledge and strengthen vocabulary.

Essential Question(s)

What does the author present in the text, and what does the author leave to the
reader to infer, conclude, or imagine? What are the elements that build a strong

friendship? HOW does the author develop ideas, characters, and events
within the text? How do authors use language and stylistic choices to

convey meaning?

Anchor Texts

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick • "Everything Will Be Okay" by James
Howe • "Raymond's Run" by Toni Cade Bombara

Supplemental Choice Texts

"The Ransom of Red Chief" by O. Henry • "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan
Poe• "The Most Dangerous Game" by Richard Connell • "There Will Come Soft

Rains" by Ray Bradbury • The Mighty (movie)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Text-based summative, literary analysis essay (writing process piece), visual
elements slideshow, & an on-demand essay.

Description

We will explore the impact of figurative language on mood, tone, and theme in
poetry, music, art, and drama. Students have the unique opportunity to explore

classic drama through the Great Lakes Theatre Residency Program, Classic
Drama for Middle School.  This unit will include careful analysis of extended
metaphors and the power of language to create empathy and move readers

toward reflection and increased understanding of the world around them.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will be able to compare texts in different genres (play vs. text).
Learners will develop vocabulary through intentional figurative and connotative
word review. Writers will draw evidence to support inferences about theme and

development of story. Through the study of the Great Lakes Theatre plays,
students will use active reading strategies to make meaning of complex and

unfamiliar texts.

Essential Question(s)

How is language powerful, and how does it impact individuals and society?
What is the purpose of art?

Anchor Texts:

Exposure to the following via short excerpts Romeo and Juliet by Shakespeare
• The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams • Diary of Anne Frank by Anne

Frank • A Raisin in the Sun by Langston Hughes • “The Cremation of Sam
McGee” by Robert Service

Supplemental Choice Texts

"John Henry” • "The Wreck of Edmund Fitzgerald” by Gordon Lightfoot• “The
Highwaymen” by Alfred Noyes

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Performance-based understanding of literature with Great Lakes Theater
Company, 3 ballad tri-venn diagram, & a text-based poetry summative

assessment, art piece accompanied by writing to extend learning of mood, tone,
and themes.
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4
The Art of Argument

5
Readers and Writers in Community

6
When Readers Write

Description

Students will explore and analyze a variety of nonfiction and argumentative texts. They
will explore nonfiction author’s point-of-view/perspective, purpose, and central idea. We

will trace and evaluate arguments to determine claims that are supported by
research-based evidence versus those that rely on opinion.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will learn to closely read, annotate, paraphrase, and summarize nonfiction text.
Students will draw on several sources to focus their inquiries and develop

research-supported, evidence-based arguments. Students will study writer’s choices of
organizational pattern, language and techniques that enhance persuasiveness and

emulate those writerly moves in their own work. Students will develop skills to analyze
arguments made in the real world and evaluate the credibility of sources.

Essential Question(s)

How does language impact and persuade an audience?

Anchor Texts

Timely and relevant Informational texts gathered in media/internet

Supplemental Choice Texts

Academic journal articles • website resources

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Research-based argumentative essay and accompanying multimedia component,
formal presentation.

Description

Students will explore multiple titles of self-interest in small-group reading
communities (fiction & non-fiction). Learners will analyze reading for elements of

literature, author’s stylistic choices, and new vocabulary while developing
summarization skills.

Knowledge and Skills

Students will engage in literature circles. Students will complete assigned
reading for their selected novel and complete a role sheet (Discussion Director;

Literary Luminary, etc.). They will meet in small groups and--with appropriate
social decorum--engage in rich discussion: talking, listening, ability to interpret

ambiguous aspects and interpretations of their novel.

Essential Question(s)

How is literature like life?

Anchor Texts

Literature circle texts (multiple titles). Examples: Rash by Pete Hautman • The
Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall • The True Confessions of

Charlotte Doyle by Avi • Don Quixote by Migueal de Cervantes

Supplemental Choice Texts

Canon-inspired literature circle texts (multiple titles)

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Over the course of two meetings, students will be evaluated on the following
criteria within writing & discussion: quality of discussion (Rubric), quality of

analysis (Discussion Director, Literary Luminary, etc.), ability to discuss factual as
well as open-ended questions open to multiple interpretations.

Description

Developing a choice narrative writing piece: mystery, poetry, short story,
personal narrative, science fiction, or historical fiction

Knowledge and Skills

Students will develop the skills to write their own original narrative piece of
writing. Within their piece, they will demonstrate knowledge of a well developed
narrative hook, exposition, sequential plot events in rising actions, a satisfying
climax, and a resolution. They will integrate their knowledge of good narrative

writing: Show, don’t tell; SCUBA, don’t snorkel; appropriate use of dialogue.

Essential Question(s)

Why is it important for students to construct narratives about their experience?
How can writers create a narrative from the perspective of a fictional character?

Anchor Texts

"The Follower" by Jack Gantos • “The Last Kiss" by Ralph Fletcher

Supplemental Choice Texts

"Come On Rain" by Karen Hesse • "The Great Mouse Plot" by Roald Dahl • "In
Response to Executive Order 906" by Dwight Okita • The Twilight Zone • “Five

Minute Mysteries”

Summative Assessment/Performance Task

Summative narrative writing piece. Students write a multi-page narrative story
that includes conflict, theme, dialogue, elements of plot, and character change.

2


