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The New School Counselor, Mr. Bourque 
By Valentina Stambuk  

 

 
          Mr. Bourque being interviewed by the CM Press. 
 

It was the third day since school started and my classmates 
were all clustered on the carpet.  All of a sudden, a guy 
walks in.  It was Mr. Bourque!  Mr. Bourque is the new 
counselor in our school.  Have you heard about him or seen 
him?  He can also be called Mr. B., for short.  I remember 
when I had lunch bunch with him and some of my 
classmates, Mr. Bourque said that he was hired literally two 
weeks before school started!  I asked him some questions 
so everyone can know him better. 
 
Right off the bat I asked him:  What made you become a 
school counselor? 
“I love working with kids and school counseling allows me to 
work with and help so many kids,” he responded. 
 
Then I asked, what do you like the most about being a 
school counselor?  He answered, “Being able to interact with 
students in a fun way each and every day.” 
 
What do you like to teach to kids the most?  I asked.  He 
responds, “Mindfulness, because I think everybody can 
benefit from it.” 
 
Mr. Bourque works with kids all day long, so I asked him 
what is his favorite thing to learn about kids?  “My favorite 
thing to learn about kids is what makes makes them unique,” 
Mr. Bourque said. 
 
Because fire drills can be annoying, I asked: is being one of 
the people in charge of fire drills difficult?  He says, “It’s a 
little hectic at times, but I wouldn’t say it’s difficult.” 
 
I asked him, what are your hobbies?  He says, “ I love 
sports, being active outside, trying new things, cooking, and 
playing or listening to music.” 
 
 
(Bourque, continued on next page) 

Cider Mill Renovates 
 

By Shruti Kothandaraman, Anshika Saagi, 
 Angela Varghese and Moon Zhang 

 
Now for the third graders, or new kids, who don’t know 
anything about this whole renovation event, you have 
probably been hearing about it all school year. Maybe from 
your friends or teachers or anyone else who was here last 
year. But the commotion is all about how last year, we had 
rugs instead of tiled floors, plain colored walls and an old 
library. It took us all by surprise when we came to school on 
the first day and we saw a lot of things had changed! Maybe 
the teachers were surprised, too, when they entered the 
building.  We were wondering about the renovation, like 
everyone, and we found out some interesting things by 
interviewing many people at Cider Mill. We divided it into 
three parts, so read on and find out about the renovations! 
 

RENOVATIONS, PART 1: 
Quick and Fun Facts 
 

● There was a committee with staff members and 
students that helped with the furniture and designing. 
Dr. Falcone said, “their feedback led to the 
collaborative and flexible furniture that you see in 
each of our house common areas and our beautiful 
LLC.” 

● The carpet at CM was over 20 years old! Jose 
Figueroa, Facilities Manager, for the whole district 
said that changing to tile “would bring down any 
indoor air quality issues,” and would make CM, “a 
much cleaner and brighter building.” 

● The total amount for the CM renovation was 
$480,000! This amount was for the carpet removal, 
ceiling tile replacement, painting and lighting. 

● There were 15 contractors working at CM working on 
the renovations. 

● The work started the day after school ended! And 
went all through the summer until the first day of 
school! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
                             Mr. Figuero during the construction at CM.  
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(Bourque, continued) 
 
And lastly, the final question is, and for me, very important 
because they’re really good, have you tried the cookies in 
the cafeteria?  “ I haven’t, but I’ve heard I really need to try 
them,” he says.  

 
If you want to see where is Mr. Bourque’s office is, he is in 
Belden Hill, across from Ms. Perry’s room, (in the old copy 
room).  He really is an awesome school counselor! Hopefully 
he tries the cookies in the cafeteria.  Also, I hope you 
learned about Mr.Bourque from here.  Say hi to him if you 
ever see him. 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 
 

Veteran’s Day 2019 
By Ruby Prior and Sienna Carvajal 

Contributor Saara Sardana 
 

 
               Juan Vasquez speaking to Cider Mill students and families. 
 
Veterans day is an amazing day to visit because we can 
get a chance to know who was in the military and also 
get a chance to honor them! It was AWESOME and held 
on Monday, November 11, 2019. We enjoyed the Cider 
Mill Orchestra, some fun songs and meeting veterans. If 
you have any family that was in the U.S. armed 
services, we got to celebrate all that they did. 
 
We went around and asked veterans why they were 
here and what they did in the military. We got to learn 
about what some people had gone through in the 
military. All the veterans we interviewed loved being in 
 
 
 
(Veteran’s, continued on next page) 

 
RENOVATIONS, PART 2: 
Tile Floor and New Furniture 
 
Now let’s talk about the tiling that changed in our school. We 
interviewed CM Head Custodian, Mr. Thol Joseph, about the 
tiling and he gave us a lot of answers; some surprised us 
and some that make much sense! 
 
Q:  How long did it take to move the furniture out of all the 
     rooms? 
      “About two days,” Mr. Joseph answered. 
 
Q:  What do you think are the benefits of the tiled floors? 
      “It saves more money, because the carpet has to be 
      replaced every 12 to 15 years and with tiles, they don’t  
      have to be replaced,” he said. 
 
Q:  Is it easier to keep the floor clean now that we have 
tiles? 
      “Yes, it is much easier to clean now,” he replied. 
 
Q:  Do you like it with all of the tiling and the new furniture? 
      “Yes, it looks better and more clean,” he told us. 
 
Q:  Where did all the old furniture go? (We were curious!) 
      “They held a sale and people could come and buy the 
      furniture, or if other schools didn’t want it, or it was  
      broken or something, they sent it to the dump.” 
 
Q:  Finally, we asked: Did everyone, even the principal, have 
     to help? 
     “Yes everyone helped, and so did the principal,” Mr. 
     Joseph said. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                            Mrs. Cowic helping to pick out carpeting for the Main 
                            Office.  
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(Veteran’s, continued) 
  
the military. “It changed my life for the better,” said Juan 
Vasquez, the Cider Mill honored speaker. He is an 
immigrant from the Dominican Republic and told us, “I 
wanted to give back to the country that has given me so 
much.” They were also so proud of their work - as they 
should be. “I am proud of my service.” said Harry 
Worley. “I would definitely recommend it for young 
people.” Mr. Vasquez also told us.  
 
But how could they join the military and not have a 
reason for it? Well they did: 

“I wanted to join the military to serve my 
country.” 
“It might include bad memories or things I 
might not have wanted to see, but it's not all bad.” 
“Those were definitely the exciting times.” 
 

These were more of the quotes the veterans told us. 
 
We corresponded with Mrs. Romero - one of the 
organizers of the event -  and asked her how long it 
takes to plan the Veteran’s Day Assembly at Cider Mill. 
She told us, “Mrs. Staub and I began planning the next 
year’s assembly the next day. It takes a while to get a 
speaker and plan the event. At the beginning of the 
school year, we meet about one time a week to check in 
on the progress. As we get closer to the event, we meet 
even more.” 
 
But that's not all we asked her. We found out that Mrs. 
Romero’s grandfather and father served in the U.S. 
Army and that is why she feels so strongly about 
honoring the service of all veterans. 
 
At Cider Mill, you can also decorate a paper star to 
honor the veterans. If nobody in your family is a veteran, 
you can still decorate a star by writing on the star 
something that honors all veterans. 
 
We got to learn SO MUCH about Veteran’s Day! It was 
a lot of fun asking questions and we loved doing it. We 
really enjoyed the assembly, and we hope you did too. 
Veterans Day is SO cool because we get a chance to 
learn about wars, service, volunteering and what it took 
to help our country! 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 

RENOVATIONS, PART 2: 
Tile Floor and New Furniture 
 
I asked Mr.Joseph, the head custodian at Cider Mill, about 
where the new furniture came from.  He told me, “They were 
bought from a special furniture company.” Since this 
furniture isn’t something you would usually find in your 
house, I’m sure it was a special kind of furniture company. 
The television monitors that are built into the furniture are to 
monitor us kids, is the rumor all around school these days. 
Mr. Joseph just smiled at this. 
 
Also, if you’re wondering who made this great decision 
about the furniture, it was the Superintendent of Wilton 
Schools, Dr. Kevin Smith. What are the benefits of the new 
furniture? They are more comfortable and fun for students, 
so they will be able to do more work. 
 
Remember last year how Nod Hill had a big, empty space, 
well the new furniture fills it. Nod Hill has a big roomlike 
furniture piece - shaped like a box - which is filled in with two 
library-like wooden tables. There are two walls with windows 
and the ceiling is a bunch of bars that let air filter through. 
 
For another example, let’s take Belden Hill. They have a big 
structure similar to Nod Hill. They, too, have a tall wooden 
table, but tall steel chairs. There are also two low, wooden 
tables in front of the structure, with low yellow and gray 
stools. Next to the low wood table there is a low gray and 
yellow sofa. 
 
Of course, we were curious about what happened to the old 
furniture. Mr. Joseph told us that some of it went to other 
parts of Cider Mill, some to other schools and some had to 
be thrown out because it wasn’t any good. 
 
RENOVATIONS, PART 3: 
Who was Here During Renovation? 
 
If they showed pictures of the new Cider Mill School 
compared to the old Cider Mill School, then your jaw would 
fall to the ground! Mrs. Strickrod and Mrs. Cowic, who work 
in the Main Office, were here in Cider Mill the whole 
summer.  We interviewed them about what it was like to be 
here during all the renovations that happened in the 
summer. For example, the school changed A LOT over the 
summer: they replaced the carpet (yes, there used to be 
carpet!) with tile, and bought a ton of new and awesome 
furniture! 
 
We first asked Mrs. Strickrodt about the noise. “It was a little 
noisy here and there, the noisiest part was the construction 
workers around the halls, and the construction part of 
course,” Mrs. Strickrodt said. We asked Mrs. Strickrodt 
about what she was doing when the tile was being put in. “I 



 
January 2020 Edition 

 
 

 
 

 
 
               Veterans in the audience stand up when they hear the song 
               from their military branch being played. 
 
 

The Veteran’s Day Ceremony: 
A Personal Experience 

 
My name is Sienna Carvajal, ace reporter :) and I am 
going to tell you about my Veteran’s Day experience. I 
was in the Veteran’s Day Orchestra, and let me tell you, 
it was not easy getting in. Auditions were super 
stressful, plus I had to try out with a broken arm! But it 
ended up being worth it. 
 
Cider Mill Press staff also interviewed 5th Grade Chorus 
member, Maykayla, and this is what she said. 
 
Q: What was it like performing?  
A: It was fun. A lot to do, but fun. 
 
Q: Was it easy to remember the songs? 
A: Yes, once you get the hang of it, you know it. We 
practiced as a group about three times. 
 
Q: Do you have anyone in your family that has served in 
the military? 
A: I have a couple uncles and my grandfather. But none 
of them are still alive, so I don’t know a lot about their 
time in the military. 
 
Q: So does that make it extra special to perform at the 
ceremony? 
A: Yes. 
 
The 5th Grade Chorus was amazing! Thanks to 
Maykayla for singing and talking to us. 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 

had to help box up the furniture and label everything,” she 
told us. 
 
We also asked her about what happened to her office. She 
said, “I got new carpet, they didn’t add tile to my office.” This 
led us to wonder about how that all worked. Mrs. Stickrodt 
said, “I had to move to a different room but I just did my 
normal work, just in a different room.” Lastly we had to 
know: “Did you miss the kids?” Mrs. Strickrodt said “I missed 
the kids a little, it was a lot less noisy -- minus the 
construction and workers!” 
 
After we talked to Mrs. Strickrodt, we interviewed Mrs. Cowic 
about the same topic. We first asked her about the 
construction in her office.  “Yes, there was construction in 
my part of the office too,” said Mrs. Cowic.  
 
Our second question was wanting to know what did they do 
to her office. She answered,”Instead of tile, they put in a new 
carpet.” But where did Mrs. Cowic work?  Mrs. Cowic 
answered, “In a room on the south side.”  Our next question 
was about getting days off. “Yes, I got a few days off,” she 
said,  “but I still had to work during summer vacation.”  
 
Finally, we wanted to know what Mrs. Cowic liked the best of 
all the changes. She said, “I think I like the tile more 
because I really think It brightens up the school.” 
 

 
            The classroom carpets are piled high when they arrived! Dr. 
            Falcone said, “Since carpet does bring warmth, we made sure 
            each classroom got brand new large rugs to add color and for 
            the students to gather as a community.” 
 
In the next edition of the Cider Mill Press we will write all 
about the new library, the Library Learning Commons. 
There’s a lot more to say on that! 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Pumpkin Project 
 

By Bridget Chase and Kayla McCauley 
 
The halls of Cider Mill School were filled with Harry Potters, 
Sisters, Gregs and Rainas in October. Kids glued, painted 
and stapled on the faces of innocent pumpkins for some 
kind of fall project. We asked LLC teacher, Mrs. Ryan, what 
all this was about. She told us it’s the “Fall Into Reading 
Project!” 
 
We also found out she and Mr. Greasley made a pumpkin 
too! They made Clementine and it was sitting on the check- 
out desk in the library during the project. Mrs. Ryan said 
that the most popular pumpkins seemed to be the series 
books and graphic novels, some of them were Dog Man, 
Harry Potter, Smile, Sisters and Captain Underpants.  She 
added that some of the most unique pumpkins were 
based on Because of Winn Dixie, Sisters, Out of My Mind 
and Frazzled.   

 
The Fall Into Reading Project started when Mrs. Ryan, Mr. 
Greasley and Ms. Redin were in librarian school and they 
were given the assignment of a reading project for their 
entire school. They put their heads together and came up 
with the “Fall Into Reading” project for last school year. The 
project was a success because it got the whole school 
reading, so they decided to have it again this year. 

 
Our personal favorites were the pumpkins based on the 
books Naughty Maybelle, Frazzled, Nobody Hugs a Cactus, 
Because of Winn Dixie and Fish in a Tree. This makes us 
think that the Fall Into Reading project was a success again 
this year because of how many students participated. We 
can’t wait for next year! 
 
 

 
                Just one of our favorites from the Pumpkin Project. 
 
(Pumpkin, continued on next page) 

 

Gaga Ball Pit Comes to Cider Mill 
 

By Maks Naumowicz and Pranav Mamidala 
 
In the Cider Mill School playgrounds, there are now GAGA 
BALL PITS!  A 9th grader named Dev Madhavani built them 
as part of his Eagle Scout project.  We got the chance to ask 
Dev some questions about this wonderful addition to Cider 
Mill School. 
 
How did you hear about the game Gaga Ball?  Have you 
played it before? 
“I learned about Gaga Ball from my Boy Scouts camp in the 
summer. It was an incredibly fun game to play with my troop, 
so I figured it would be a fun addition to the playgrounds at 
Cider Mill.” 
 
Why did you decide to build the Gaga Ball pits? 
“I decided to build the pits because it was a project I truly 
believed in. I knew that it would make a lasting impact at the 
school, so it was a worthy project to invest my time in. To 
add on, it would offer as a learning opportunity, because I 
had never built a permanent structure before, with wood. 
These pits would be the perfect opportunity to experience a 
real-world project.” 
 
Did it take a long time and did anyone help you build them?  
 
“Yes, this project took an incredible amount of time and 
effort. The process started in May of 2019, and over the 
course of six months, I put in over 70 hours. This included 
getting permission from the Boy Scouts, the town, and the 
school. I then had to fundraise over four thousand dollars 
worth of wood and supplies to make the pit, and find tools 
that I could use to cut the wood. I built each individual side 
of the pit, along with the help of a couple of scouts. Many 
volunteers from the troop helped me out on the day of 
assembling the pit.” 
 

 
                Even on a cold day, students play Gaga Ball in the Pit. 
 
(Gaga, continued on next page) 
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(Pumpkin, continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
Some more of our favorites from the Pumpkin Project…... 
 

 
            Fish in a Tree is such a great book! 
 

 

 
          And of course, Because of Winn Dixie! 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Gaga, continued) 
 
 
Do you think Gaga Ball will become a very popular sport in 
Wilton, now that we have the Gaga Ball pits?  
 
“I’m not sure that Gaga will become the “most popular” sport 
in Wilton, because of the town’s love for sports like football, 
basketball, and lacrosse, but I believe that it will become a 
popular activity at recess for all kids. Because it is inclusive, 
and an easy-to-learn game, I hope that Gaga will become 
something kids are able to look forward to on a daily basis.” 
 
Hey, thanks Dev! How thoughtful of you. And in case you’re 
wondering, the rules for Gaga Ball are posted on the side of 
the Pit. And there’s lots of videos on YouTube about how to 
play. I know we like the Gaga Ball Pit and think most kids 
like it too. How about a tournament? Maybe Dev can come 
over here and be the referee! 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 

 
The Brain Challenge 

By Parth Avveri and Contributor Valentina Stambuk 
 
On October 17, 2019, every fifth grader in Cider Mill 
participated in something called “The Brain Challenge.” The 
Brain Challenge is like a game show where the fifth graders 
do a bunch of challenges that cover physical activities, 
mental strength and how good you are at spelling. 
 
I wasn’t there for the challenge of Belden Hill vs. Kent Brain 
Challenge, but I know that Kent won. As for the Nod Hill vs. 
Cannondale Brain Challenge, I know a bunch because I was 
there! Every student got to participate in one challenge only. 
If you didn’t want to participate you didn’t have to, you just 
cheered for your house. 
 
Both houses were so excited, obviously. They first picked 
captains, and then the first event was the trivia questions. 
Then there was hula-hooping, dancing and “Simon Says” 
competitions. They were hilarious! There was also a spelling 
contest when kids used giant cards with letters on them. 
This was hilarious too! 
 
The judge, Peter, was really funny and also fair. He tried to 
make it challenging for everyone, but he also abided by the 
rules. The ref, Pat, was really calm and only said one 
sentence the whole time. 
 
At the end, Cannondale won 600 to 500. But everyone had a 
fun time. That’s what is important.  

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Benches: A Follow Up 
 

By Valentina Stambuk 
 

Last school year at Cider Mill, we gathered 
bottle caps for Mrs. Romond’s special 
bench-making project. (you might remember 
the photo in the Cider Mill Press of all the bottle 
caps!) 
 
The benches were ready, so Mrs. Romond’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Skroubelos, went all the 
way to Ohio to get the colorful benches! 
 
 

 
            These are the bottle caps that everyone at Cider Mill 
                  collected. We collected 500 pounds of them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
             The bottle caps got melted and they were transformed into these  
             colorful benches. 

 
 
 

 
            Mr. Skroubelos tying the benches into the back of his truck for 
            the long drive back to Cider Mill. 

 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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WASPS Terrorize South Playground!?!? 

As Reported By Doug Gubner 
 
Sound the alarm! Cider Mill is under attack! In the fall of 
2019, an army of wasps attacked the South Playground. 
This forced south pickups into north pickup territory, and 
scared some Belden Hill and Kent students into not playing 
in some parts of the South Playground. A group of kids 
joked about suing BuzzBee because they think he invited his 
cousins to the school. 
 
Thankfully, Thol Joseph alerted Thais Majeski, in Central 
Office, when he received word of the wasps. The Cider Mill 
Press recently interviewed Ms. Majeski who attempted, and 
ALMOST, succeeded in fully exterminating the wasps.  And, 
according to Ms. Majeski, they are yellow jackets -- not 
wasps. ABC Exterminating came to the school and used 
drione dust on the yellow jackets which drove most of them 
away.  However, a few stubborn bugs remained.  According 
to Ms. Majeski, we will continue to try to exterminate the 
pests in the spring.  Fortunately, the cold weather is keeping 
them away, and so the south playground is safe terrority...for 
now.  
 
 

 
ABC Exterminating will come again to the South Playground in the spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 

“Dear Buzz” 
Some Cider Mill Advice 

 
Here is a new feature to the Cider Mill Press! It’s “Dear 
Buzz,” an advice column for Cider Mill students. Are you 
wondering about things and need some advice from 
someone who doesn’t know you and won’t judge you? Then 
send in your questions to “Dear Buzz.” My mailbox is in the 
Guidance Suite. Don’t worry, your real name will not be 
used! 
 
Dear Buzz, 
My neighbor only wants to sit with me on the bus, but I have 
other friends in my class that I want to sit with too. I feel bad 
because she doesn’t have any other friends on the bus, but I 
don’t want to sit with her everyday. What do I do? 
Sincerely, Confused on Bus 
 
Dear Confused on Bus, 
You should take turns sitting with someone different each 
day or each week, whichever is easier to organize. Just tell 
your neighbor ahead of time. You will be helping your 
neighbor make some new friends too!  
 
Dear Buzz, 
I am confused about getting a puppy or a kitten. My Mom 
said only one pet in our house and we already have a fish 
tank, but I want a real pet. 
Thank you, Needs a Real Pet 
 
Dear Needs a Real Pet, 
You should go to a website and see the pros and cons on 
both kittens and puppies and see which is better and make a 
list for your Mom. But don’t forget to follow your desires too! 
 
Dear Buzz, 
My brother has food allergies and my Mom only buys boring 
snacks. I’m sick of the boring snacks! What can I do? 
Signed, Snack Girl 
 
Dear Snack Girl, 
Maybe your mom can buy a snack for each of you.  Then 
you guys can compromise like your snack would be 45% of 
what you/your brother wants and 55% of what your mom 
wants. And get your own basket for your snacks! 
 
Until next time……..Buzz 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Having Relatives at School 
 

By Katie Frances Cosentino  
 
Imagine having your mom or dad work here at Cider Mill. 
What would you like about it? Maybe having them there is 
great, maybe not. What if you get caught running in the halls? 
What if you need money for lunch? Well, I interviewed some 
teachers, and their children, here at Cider Mill about this 
subject. Here are their thoughts and feelings. 
 
Ms. Gillespie teaches fourth grade in Kent and has been at 
Cider Mill for over five years.  She might have taught or was 
a substitute for your older siblings in past years. She has two 
daughters who both attended Cider Mill for all three years. 
Ms. Gillespie was a student teacher, a long-term substitute 
and a classroom teacher all while her daughters were here! I 
bet they ran into each other.  
 
Both of her daughters were on the north side of the school. "It 
always brought a smile to my day,” Ms. Gillespie said about 
having her daughters there here with her. She felt more secure 
to be in the same building with them because she knew what 
was going on and what happened at school, and that her 
daughters were safe. 
 
Ms. Gillespie’s daughters, Ally and Madison, say they both 
loved having their mother work at Cider Mill. They said it 
was always nice to have their mom there, especially when 
they felt ill.  Ally said that one time Mrs. Gillespie had to be 
the sub for her class! “It was super funny and weird because I 
wasn’t sure if I should call her ‘Mom,’ or ‘Mrs. Gillespie!’ ” 
 

 
                 Mrs. Gillespie’s daughters, Ally and Madison, now. They 
                 have good memories of being in the same school as their 
                 mom. 
 
 

Ally said she liked being on the other side of the building as 
her mother. That way, they didn’t see each other too much, 
“but I knew that she was still there in the building if I needed 
her.” 
 
Ms. Levenherz is a fourth grade teacher in Cannondale and 
has been at Cider Mill for six years. Her son, Gavin, is 
currently in 5th grade in Cannondale. Having him around is 
exciting for Ms. Levenherz because she gets to see him 
learning and having fun at school. She also said the hard part 
is if he, like all kids, doesn’t show the three R’s. “When those 
moments happen, it’s kind of hard,” Ms. Levenherz told me.  
 
She also said that when Gavin was in 3rd grade, it was easier 
for him to get comfortable at Cider Mill. Ms. Levenherz 
explained,”...he knew his way around the building, so he 
didn’t have the stress of a new school building and a new 
environment.” 
 
Ms. Levenherz and Gavin drive together to school everyday. 
She loves having him here, and when he leaves next year she 
will have another son enter Cider Mill. 

 
             Ms. Levenherz and Gavin on the morning of the first day of 
             school, 2019. 
 
The teachers at Cider Mill School seem to be very happy to 
have their kids here, and the same with their kids. But really? 
Well, as a student who has a relative here, too, I can tell you 
that it is very exciting and wonderful. Mr. Lotko, one of the 
Cider Mill Physical Education teachers, is my uncle!  
 
It makes me feel very happy when other kids tell me that Mr. 
Lotko is so fun. I love to sometimes hang out with the rest of 
the P.E. teachers, or just be walking around and see him.  One 
thing that I love is that there is always someone here who 
understands me. And, of course, when kids tell me that my 
uncle is cool, I feel cool too. 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Around Cider Mill: 
A Photo Essay 

 

by Ishan Chugh 
 

 
                     One day I am going to 
                     The cafeteria and 
                     I see this tray stack. It is huge! 
                     Lots of kids at Cider Mill are recycling. 
                     Hope it does not fall! 
 
 

 
                 I see people crowded 
                 I try to see. When I saw it, 
                 All of the rugs were 
                 In one place. It was colorful! 
 
 
    I was looking for some 
    Thing to do, and I saw... 

 A tepee at recess. 

 
 

 
                The grass is green 
                It all is green that changes. 
                Today and then you see this 
                Leaf thing. 
 
 

 
                See this black ball? What 
                If told you if this is a  
                Hornets nest. This black 
                Ball is a hornets nest which is dead. 
 
 

 
               It was on the Turkey Trot. I was running, 
              And I ran past a big turkey dressed up! 
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“The Lion King”  

A Review and Comparison 
 

By Pranav Mamidala and Maks Naumowicz 
 
Bam! I put my 20 dollars on the counter. I was going to 
watch the best movie ever… The 2019 version of “The Lion 
King”!  Here are some of my thoughts.  
 

● Music 
In both movies, I thought the music was kind of emotional 
when Simba’s dad dies (we’ll discuss that later). Apart from 
that, the music was loud, cheerful, cool, and peaceful in all 
of the songs. The song I like the best had the words, “what a 
wonderful phrase,” and it is called “Hakuna Matata.” 
 

● Characters 
The main character is Simba, a lion, who is Mufasa’s son. 
There is a meerkat and a warthog. And there is Nala who is 
a lioness (Simba’s future wife). There are also hyenas, and 
the main bad character, Scar, who is also a lion. 
  

● Sad Moments 
I think the saddest moment in both movies is when Simba’s 
dad dies (that’s really, really, sad).  His evil brother (Scar) 
killed him because he wanted to be the king. Scar tricked 
Mufasa (Simba’s dad) to go on a cliff, and once he got on 
the cliff, Scar pushed him off.  If you are an emotional 
person, the original movie would be better for you because 
the 2019 version is way more sad and scary.  
 

● Happy Moments 
One of the happiest parts is when Simba fights Scar and 
wins and becomes the king.  He doesn’t fight Scar to be 
King, but to pay back the time that Scar killed Mufasa. The 
difference is that in the original movie that scene is more 
comical and less dark. 
 

● Comparison 
Comparing the first “Lion King” to the newer and more 
realistic version, I believe that the original version is better.  I 
know that the second version is more realistic, but it is much 
more violent.  It also has real looking blood, so little kids 
might be scared and can’t watch it. I think that’s why it isn’t 
as popular. The new version is rated PG, while the original 
movie had a G rating. 
 
So this wraps up this review. If you like movies with violence 
and blood, go see the new realistic version of “The Lion 
King.”  If not, save your money and enjoy the original “The 
Lion King.”  
 

⭐⭐⭐ 

 

 

 

 

Notebook of Doom 

A Review 

By Allison Pham 

 
There is a series out there called, The Notebook of 

Doom. Have you ever read or heard of it? Well...if 

you haven't then you should read it. And these are 

some of my reasons. It’s funny, and when you read it 

you'll probably want to read it nonstop. 

  

It's about the main character Alexander Bopp, who 

discovers all different kinds of monsters coming to 

his small town. It’s perfect until...he starts seeing 

strange things.The monsters that are in the book 

actually look cute! Or funny, to some people! 

 

I really think 3rd and 4th grades, and up, should read 

this book. Why? Because I think it is really funny. 

But I wouldn't read every day because you don’t want 

to get bored. It is a mystery book, and not only are 

the monster books great they’re not scary. Not scary 

at all! 

 

And what's really great is that The Notebook of 

Doom is a series! So you don't have to search for a 

new book because there are 13 of them! So if you 

like novel books I really recommend you to read The 

Notebook of Doom. 
 

 

 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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The Addams Family: A Movie Review. 
By  Natalie Craig 

 

 
 
As I placed the money on the counter I thought to myself, 
“This movie is going to be awesome.” So, I got some very 
buttery popcorn and I sat down to enjoy the movie. 87 
minutes later as I got up from my seat while the credits were 
on I said to my mom, “That was an okay movie, but it could 
have been a little more funny.”  My mom, who saw it with 
me, agreed.  But I still thought that it was very fun to watch 
and it was a little funny. So make sure to keep on reading 
this article so you can learn more about the movie! 
 
In the movie the Addams have a daughter named 
Wednesday, and she wants to go to school like all the other 
kids. It is funny when a bunch of toads show up in her 
classroom and Wednesday makes them attack the school 
bully.  
 
Here is the voice cast: Finn Wolfhard is Pugsley; Charlize 
Theron is Morticia; Oscar Isaac is Gomez; Chloe Grace 
Morteetz is Wednesday; Aimee Garcia is Denice; Conrad 
Vernon is Lurch; Snoop Dogg is Cousin Itt; Bette Midler is 
Grandma; Nick Kroll is Uncle Fester; Allison Janney is 
Margaut; and, Elsie Fisher is Parker Needle. 
 
I think that you should go see the movie because if you like 
cool movies, like I do, you’ll enjoy it. And also, as I was 
walking out of the theater, other people seemed to really 
enjoy it. They were saying things like, “Oh, that movie was 
so good.”  And I agree with them. 
 
My favorite character in the movie is Uncle Fester because 
he is very funny. Personally, I think that it was a very good 
and fun movie to watch, especially in October because 
October is a spooky month. If you have not already seen it 
you should  watch it. 

⭐⭐⭐ 

 

Craft Corner 
By Saara Sardana 

 

 4 - Strand Braided Bracelets Original 
 

This is a fun craft that you can do, boy or girl. It will not 
take long. I hope you will enjoy reading about this fun craft 
that I learned by myself. 
 
What you need for 4 strand braided bracelets are: 

● Ribbon or string (you should get the type of ribbon or 
string that is thin) 

● A hair tie (if you are a girl, you should take your hair 
tie; if you are a boy you should take your mom’s hair 
tie) 

 
Step 1. Get 4 strands of the string or ribbon. 
 
Step 2. Tie all of the strands into a knot. 
 
Step 3. Take 1 of the 2 strands on the outside, and put it 
over the one beside it. Then, take the other strand on the 
other side and put it over the strand beside it. Now you 
should have the 2 strands that were on the outside, on the 
inside.  
 
Step 4. Continue doing that until your string is at the end. 
 
Step 5. At the end you tie a knot, and then you attach the 2 
knots together. And then you have a 4 strand bracelet! 
 
This may seem easy, but trust me, it’s not at first. You may 
wonder where I learned this, but I learned this myself. Once 
you get the hang of it, you will find yourself saying, “this is 
so easy.” I hope you try this out sometime soon! 
 

 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Would You Rather 
 

By Bridget Chase, Kayla McCauley And Sienna Carvajal 
 

Would You Rather is back ! Here are this edition’s 
questions: 
 
Would you rather play gaga ball or matt ball? 

Gagaball:12 

Matt ball :33  
   
Would  you rather swim in a pool full of bats or spiders?  

 
Bats: 52  Spiders:15 

   
 
Would you rather go to a costume party wearing what                   
you wore when you were four or wear the same thing as                       
your mom? 

 
Four year old costume: 25     Matching with mom:61 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 

Riddles and Jokes 
By: Natalie Craig 

 

 

I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I 

have water, but no fish. What am I?  

Answer: A map 

 
What is seen in the middle of March and April that can’t be seen 

at the beginning or end of either month? 

Answer: The letter R. 
 
You see a boat filled with people, but when you look again there 

is not a single person on the boat? 

Hint: It has not sunk. 

Answer: Everyone on the boat were married couples. 

 

What word starts with an E and ends with an E but has only one 

letter in it?  

Answer: An envelope.  

 
It’s shorter than the rest and when you’re happy, you raise it up 

like it’s the best. What is it? 

Answer: A thumb. 

 

The more you take, the more you leave behind.  What is it? 

Answer: Finger prints 

 

If you have it and show it to other people, it’s gone.  What am I? 

Answer: A secret 

  

What word looks the same upside down and backwards? 

Answer: Swims 

 

How do athletes stay cool during games? 

Answer: They stay by the fans. 

 

What is at the end of the rainbow? 

Answer: The letter W. 

 

How do you know carrots are good for your eyes? 

Answer: You never see rabbits wearing glasses. 

 

A man goes out in the heavy rain with nothing on his head. Not a 

single hair on his head gets wet.  How is this possible? 

Answer: He is bald. 

 

What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, but never in a 

thousand years? 

Answer: Letter M. 

 

You are my brother, but I am not your brother.  Who am I? 

Answer: Your sister. 

 

It belongs to you, but other people use it more than you do? 

Answer: Your name. 

 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
 

By Bridget Chase and Kayla McCauley 
 
 
Try your best! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 

WORD SEARCH 
 

By Kayla McCauley and Bridget Chase 
 
 
Try your best! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Coming soon to the Cider Mill Press……. 
 

 
Stay tuned for the next edition. By Doug 
Gubner. 
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