
What’s the Buzz at Cider Mill School (Family Update for 3/31/21)

We made it to Spring Break! This month we celebrated Silver Linings and students engaged in various
activities designed to keep spirits up throughout the month of March. Unfortunately, last week brought a terrible
tragedy to one of our own Cider Mill families, the DuBrocks. We are so fortunate to live in this wonderful
community that has embraced and supported Emily and her children during this horrific time. The DuBrocks
will continue to need our love and compassion in the months and years ahead. I have had several inquiries
requesting how to help the family. For now, here is a GoFUNDME page started by family friends.  The small
acts of kindness and love they receive from old and new friends will help the family heal little by little.

Wednesday’s New York Times’ The Morning headline heralded, “Caution vs. Optimism.”  As we surpass our
year anniversary with CoVID, everyone longs for “normal”- family gatherings, raucous sporting events, and
travel to warmer environments. As you make decisions for your family, we ask that you please continue to be
cautious and follow the Connecticut Travel Advisory. Although the Executive Order has been lifted,
Connecticut Travel Advisory protocols still include testing and quarantine after travel. Unfortunately, we
have seen a rise in CoVID cases this month. Additionally, for the first time in a year, a couple cases appear to
be “school spread” scenarios (student - teacher, teacher - student or student - student). We want to finish out
this school year with our students on-site. If you opt to travel with your family over spring break, you can find a
summary of the Advisory below and the full website here: Connecticut Travel Advisory. If you travel, your
child(ren) should participate remotely until they receive a negative test result and/or their quarantine
period has ended. Thank you for doing your part to keep us all safe.

Whatever you choose to do over vacation, we hope you enjoy and have the opportunity to rejuvenate your
mind and body. Warmer weather is right around the corner!  Thank you for your continued partnership, and as
always, please contact us directly with any questions at falconej@wiltonps.org, okeefec@wiltonps.org, and
birdl@wiltonps.org. Below are the BookMark hyperlinks that will take you directly to particular sections of the
newsletter.

Connecticut Travel Advisory
Spring Events & School-wide Celebrations
Wilton Reads & Equity/Inclusion Work at Cider Mill
Wednesday Lunch - Civil Discourse
Math Homework  & Upcoming Forum
Student Health & Wellbeing
Cider Mill Placement Letter & Middlebrook Information
Arrival: Late Drop-Offs
Up-coming Dates

Connecticut Travel Advisory:
1. Review CDC guidance for post-travel quarantine and testing
2. Get tested 3-5 days after travel AND self-quarantine at home for a full 7 days after travel.

a. Continue to stay home and self-quarantine for a full 7 days after travel, even if your test is
negative.

b. If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected.

https://gofund.me/c918f300
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/31/briefing/matt-gaetz-investigation-g-gordon-liddy-mali.html
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/travel
mailto:falconej@wiltonps.org
mailto:okeefec@wiltonps.org
mailto:birdl@wiltonps.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html#after-you-travel
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html#after-you-travel


3. If you do not get tested, stay home and self-quarantine for a full 10 days after travel.
4. Self-monitor for signs and symptoms of CoVID-19 while in quarantine. Self isolate and contact a health

care provider to seek testing if you develop symptoms.

Spring Celebrations: It is our hope that some of the fun we have planned for Trimester 3 will bring joy to our
students and our entire community.  Below is a summary of spring events:

● Wrap-up of March Onward & Upward:
○ It has been a fun couple of weeks at Cider Mill as we have led up to our latest surprise which is

happening today!  Students are enjoying a PTA-sponsored popsicle and some “Drop Everything
And Read” time either in their desk-fort or outside (weather permitting).  We hope these clues,
spirit days, and special events have made the last month a fun and engaging experience for
students.

○ Today, April 1: Spirit Day: “Dress like a BEE Kind Day”

● Kindness Rocks: The Kindness Rock Project is a project, started by Megan Murphy from Cape Cod,
MA,  where people paint pebbles or cobbles and leave them for others to find and collect. Notes,
symbols and messages that promote kindness are added to the rocks.  Photos of the painted rocks and
hints of where to find them are sometimes shared on
social media like Facebook and Twitter.  The project
started in the U.S. and has spread to the U.K.,
Australia, and New Zealand as well as other countries.

○ This year we will be painting and creating our
kindness rocks in art class! Students will put
them in a special place outside of Cider Mill
School to celebrate how we ROCK with
Kindness!

○ Cider Mill School Art Department and PTA
needs your help! Please collect 1 or 2 rocks
that you can paint.  A good rock should be
about the same size as the palm of your hand
and very smooth on at least 2 sides. Please
bring your rock in washed and in a sandwich baggie, before April 30th when we begin our
project.

Wilton Reads Author Visits & The Celebration of Racial Equity & Inclusion: In conjunction with the Wilton
Public Library, the Wilton Public Schools are excited to engage in the Wilton Reads 2021 program. The
Community Read, Memorial Drive, and all of the texts that have been chosen throughout each school
celebrate race, reading, strength, equity, and hope. These themes have been discussed in the District and
Cider Mill’s Equity & Inclusion committees. We are excited to have not one, but three special author events for
our students. Here is the link to the District-wide Wilton Reads school events flyer.

● On April 1, 2021, Jerry Craft (website) will visit with our 5th grade students to celebrate writing
techniques and themes within his graphic novels, Class Act and New Kid. This book is about a young
boy who starts over in a new school where diversity is low and the struggle to fit in is real. Students will
join a whole school Zoom Webinar at 1pm at the following link. You are welcome to join as well!

○ Additionally, our fifth graders will have the opportunity to participate in a New Kid book club
co-led by staff from Cider Mill and the Wilton Public Library. Students who participate will receive
a signed copy of a Jerry Craft book! The dates for this book club will be April 14, 21 and 28.
Please go to this link on the Wilton Library website to register your child.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TDiKGd9BrQcN5CufzXV8e4yvWSNqjjaKYXH1hlrIwIU/edit?usp=drive_web
https://jerrycraft.com/
https://wiltonps.zoom.us/j/92509000701
https://wiltonlibrary.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=5270


● On April 1, our 3rd-4th grade students will have Mr. Bourque (our south-side School Counselor) as a
guest reader and he will share the book, Just Ask written by Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor. This book celebrates the differences that make each of us unique.

● On April 29, 2021, our PTA sponsored author, Andrea Davis
Pinkney will visit with all of our students.

Wednesday Lunch - Civil Discourse: Yesterday, we were able to
meet with about 200 students on our whole-school lunch to discuss the
concept of Civil Discourse. Students created this cool Word Cloud
using an App called Mentimeter to demonstrate their thinking around
the terms fairness, equity & tolerance. For a link to the Slide Deck and
access to the recording, please click here for the full calendar of
Wednesday lunch sessions.

Math Homework & Upcoming Forum: Trudy Denton will share the
date for the upcoming Math Forum (late April) immediately after break. We will send a survey out prior to the
event to gather any questions families may have so that they can be addressed during the Forum.

Math Homework - April 12, 2021
Homework is designed to present another opportunity for students to practice their math learning.  For
the remainder of the year, all teachers will provide homework opportunities to support and reinforce
math learning.  Beginning the week of April 12th, your child can expect to practice math outside the
school day for about 10 - 15 minutes Monday through Thursday.  If no practice is assigned by the
teacher on a particular day, students can continue to practice multiplication facts, work on the monthly
choice board, or play a math game.  Here are some of our favorite games: Prime Climb, Set, Proof,
Qwirkle, Mancala, and Chess.

What Does Math Homework Look Like?:
Math homework is designed to reinforce and provide opportunity to practice previously learned skills
and strategies. It will also be used to increase students’ math fluency, the combination of efficiency,
flexibility, and accuracy. If a student struggles with math homework and is unable to complete the
homework independently, please send an email to the teacher and have the student put away the
homework to review with the teacher the next day. Instead, students may use either IXL or Khan
Academy to practice.

Student Health & Wellbeing: Here is an invitation to a Wilton Youth Council Session on Childhood Anxiety-
Breaking Free Flyer. This week students have completed a survey to gather information about their feelings
and states of mind around “well being” and “school engagement”. Staff will use the information gathered from
the survey to continue to provide support to our learners. We will provide a summary of the results to families
and individually contact families as needed.

Cider Mill Placement Letter & Middlebrook Information: If you have information you would like considered
for placement into grades 4 or 5, please view this link → CM Class Placement Letter to Parents 2021-2022.
There is a Google form attached in this letter that is due no later than tomorrow, Friday, April 2nd.
Please do not send separate email since it is very easy to lose track of requests. Even if you have spoken to a
staff member, please put your request in writing!

Additionally, quite a few families have reached out to learn about how to contact Middlebrook about 5th to
6th grade placement. The middle school schedule prohibits some of the flexibility our elementary schools
have. They do not accept “placement letters”. If you have significant concerns, please reach out to Bill

https://www.amazon.com/Andrea-Davis-Pinkney/e/B001IXM8BC%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://www.amazon.com/Andrea-Davis-Pinkney/e/B001IXM8BC%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bNp11fgTP72H7vOAwIAf9VlBW_xVjIJ785qchCa2-RY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bNp11fgTP72H7vOAwIAf9VlBW_xVjIJ785qchCa2-RY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zgxvwOAn9eMTNTG9VDplGDM-bpObodL1/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1SeSpyOGqRVszCagZ1IQZRoSZyteirrEYcg5EfGfr8Ds/edit


Gerundo (gerundow@wiltonps.org) since he will be the 6th grade guidance counselor next year. Principal
Higgins asked that I share this information with 5th grade families:

Dear parents, we look forward to welcoming your children to Middlebrook next fall as our newest sixth
graders.  Please refer to the website for important dates to remember: Under the Middlebrook School
link and MB information tab: Middlebrook Course Registration.

Arrival- Late Drop Off: If you are dropping your child off late to school, please park in the parking lot and walk
them in. Unfortunately, staff must be in their classrooms for the students and are unable to stand at the doors
after 7:45. Additionally, during the day, the bus loop is off-limits. We post orange cones out there to prohibit
cars driving through since the area becomes a play area for our students. Please do not pull up into the loop
any time before 2:30. Thank you for your cooperation.

Up-coming Dates:
● April 2 ~ Placement Letters Due
● April 2 ~ No School for Good Friday
● April 5-9 ~ No School for Students - Spring Break
● April 13 ~ PTA Meeting
● April 19-23 ~ Earth Week
● April 29 ~ Visiting Author Andrea Davis Pinkney

Have a fantastic break!

Jen, Cat����ne, an� L���en

mailto:gerundow@wiltonps.org
https://www.wiltonps.org/middlebrook/our-school-about-us/mb-course-registration-2018-2019

