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Mr. Gallo and the reporter hold Swiftly, one of his classroom pets. 
 
 

The Class That Has Two 
Turtles And A Frog  

By Olivia Tate 
 

Mr. Gallo is a 5th grade teacher in Kent house at Cider 
Mill School, who has three class pets. I interviewed Mr. 
Gallo to learn about what it is like to have class pets. I 
have never heard of a class having an animal in it and 
wanted to know if it is easy or hard. 
 
I thought it might be interesting to ask, “What is it like 
to have class pets?” Mr. Gallo responded, “It's a 
responsibility, very rewarding, many teachable 
moments using my pets. It also makes my class feel 
very special.” 
 
Next I asked him, “Is it hard to take care of the pets?” 
Mr.Gallo told me, “It’s not that hard to take care of the 
pets. They need clean water, food and clean tanks. 
These are the things that make them happy.” 
 
Something I was wondering was, “How many years 
have you had class pets?” Mr.Gallo surprised me when 
he said, “I have had class pets for 27 years. I have 
never had a year when I was teaching that I have not 
had a class pet.”  

  

 
OT/PT Interview 

By Sienna Carvajal and Kayla McCauley 
 
We see a huge trampoline and bicycles without pedals! 
Where are we? 
 
The OT/PT room! Right here in Cider Mill School! 
  
“OT/PT” stands for Occupational Therapy and Physical 
Therapy and we got the chance to interview Miss 
Penny, the Occupational Therapist for all of Cider Mill 
School!  
 
“Kids love coming to OT because they get to play 
games like mouse trap and they get to do puzzles like 
word searches. And sometimes, they even get to play 
with the Wii,” Miss Penny said. Kids come to OT/PT 
because they need better handwriting, coordinations or 
stronger muscles. Kids play with the Wii to work on 
their hand eye coordination. 
 
Some other tools she uses are a trampoline, to get the 
jiggles out; a glider bike, for better balance; and bumpy 
paper, to make kids stop going under the line for letters 
like m and n. She also has two different kinds of special 
scissors. They are called loophole scissors and bounce 
back scissors. As you can tell by the name, bounce 
back scissors bounce back, (the name name makes it 
kind of obvious), but only if you put down the special 
arrow. Miss Penny also has some special pencil grips 
for kids with trouble holding a pencil.  
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I really needed to ask Mr. Gallo, “What do you do with 
the pets in the summer?” Mr.Gallos response is, “I 
have done multiple things over the years. I have taken 
them home for the summer. Other times I have left 
them here and periodically came in during the week.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     Reading Rocks 

By Sydney Fields 
 
All throughout the month of 
January, Cider Mill School 
students collected money for 
Reading Rocks. Reading Rocks is 
the fundraiser this school has to 
raise money for new materials to 
help with reading. This year we 
raised $36,000. Four kids at 
Cider Mill, one in each house, 
received a Kindle Fire and one kid 
at Miller Driscoll got an Ipad for 
raising the most money. One of 
the most fun parts of Reading 
Rocks is the Hive Huddle we have 

 
Trying out the balance bike in the OT/PT room. 
 
Before you get to go to OT or PT, all your teachers 
have a big meeting to decide if you need it. If you do 
need it, Miss Penny talks with you and your parents. 
Then you use the different things in her room; some 
you will use and some you will not use. 
 
‘’I’ve had this job for 33 years. 11 at Cider Mill and 22 in 
Ridgefield!’’ Miss Penny told us. “And it’s all been 
great,” she added. She decided to become an OT 
because she loved science and working with kids. 
 
And that's why kids ride small bikes, jump on 
trampolines, and play video games in Cider Mill School. 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 

 
 

Interview With the New Science Teacher 
By: Tommy Maggio and Natalie Craig 

 
This school year we got a new science teacher 
and most people did not know a lot about her. We, 
Tommy Maggio and Natalie Craig, interviewed 
Mrs. Lopresti (science teacher) and these were 
the questions and responses: 
 

1. How has the science program changed from 
last year? 
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because we all come together and 
there is always “rock...” music! This 
year we had the Middle Brook 
Rockestra come and perform 
some songs for us. Reading Rocks 
is always lots of fun. 
 

The Middle Brook School Rockestra performs...with guest musicians from 
Cider Mill! 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 

OP-ED 
Too Much Garbage   

By Janavi Premkumar 
   
Do you know how much garbage Cider Mill 
School’s cafeteria has? A lot! And I don’t mean 
garbage in the can, I mean on the tables and 
floor. Everyday garbage is left everywhere 
during every lunch. 
 
Look at these photos from after lunch. There 
was a pile of food and garbage on the ground. 
Also, people leave their sweaters and jackets 
on the ground and on the tables and chairs. 

 
We need to make this stop! 

 
All kids who eat in the cafeteria have to clean 
up their mess. It is not other people's job to 
clean up your mess and it is not polite to leave 
a mess. Also, you or other people can get hurt 
by slipping on the garbage.  
 
These photos are actually real photos from 
after every lunch in the cafeteria. 

Mrs. Lopresti responded that, “The science 
program continues to grow as we add on 
more and more hands on experiences.”  
 

 
A supply shelf in the re-organized Science Lab. 
 

2. The next question we asked her was, did you 
do a lot of science projects when you were a 
kid? 
Mrs. Lopresti said: “When I was a kid, I 
played outside as much as I could. No matter 
the temperature, my sisters and I would play 
outside with all of our neighbors. We would 
build igloos, explore swamps, ride bikes and 
rake leaves.” 

    3. What’s your goal as a science teacher? 
“My goal as a science teacher is for students 
to love coming to the Science Lab. I want 
every student to enjoy being a scientist. I 
want them to see and discover the amazing 
world around them!” 

    4. What's your favorite part about being the 
        new science teacher? 

“My favorite part of being the new science 
teacher is exploring and learning with the 
scientists at Cider Mill. Cider Mill students 
are always eager to learn and that excites 



 
Newspaper Club 2018-2019 

 

 

 
 This mess was left on a table after a 3rd grade lunch. 

 
Try to find out who's doing some of this and 
tell them to stop and if they don’t stop tell the 
teacher. If you still see garbage you can pick it 
up and throw it in the correct bin.  
   
A girl in Kent 5th grade said that “When the 
kids at my table don’t clean their mess I ask 
them to, but they say no and leave. Then I 
need to clean that mess up.”  
 
If you do your part of cleaning up after 
yourself, then we can all have a clean and safe 
school. 
 

 
Cider Mill cafeteria floor after kids have left lunch. 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 

me! I also love seeing the perseverance 
students are building throughout the year.” 

    5. What are your hobbies when you are not 
        teaching science or doing science? 

“When I am not teaching science, I love 
reading, working out and spending time with 
my family outdoors!” 
 

We hope  you learned more about the new 
science teacher and that you enjoy the new fun 
activities and experiences in the Science Lab. 
Recently Mrs. Lopresti had a baby girl named 
Elena and will be back to Cider Mill School soon. 
 

 
Posters showing 3rd graders having fun in the Science Lab. 

 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 

Cool Things In The 
LLC 

By Sydney Fields 
 
The LLC is a cool place for not only 
checking out books, but also for learning 
about anything. Here are some recent 
things that I discovered when walking 
through one day. 
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Would You Rather?  
By Bridget Chase and Sienna Carvajal 

 
If you are wondering what “Would You Rather” is, we’ll 
tell you. It is a CRAZY thing that kids do. It is when one 
person asks another person “would you rather do this 
or that?” Sometimes the questions get pretty crazy, but 
we asked some people some pretty good questions. 
Here are the questions that we asked Cider Mill 
students: 
 
Would You Rather: Have your school mascot be a 
unicorn or a dragon? 
Unicorn: 24     Dragon: 36  

 
Would You Rather: Have 20 minutes of extra recess in 
the FREEZING COLD, or 15 minutes MEMORIZING 
division facts? 
Recess: 33     Division: 23 

 
Would You Rather: HAVE TO eat peas and carrot 
casserole, or a worm? 
Casserole: 41    Worm: 16 

 
 
What surprised us most was the casserole and worm 
question. Are there really worm eaters out there? 

⭐⭐⭐ 

 
I had never noticed the world atlas or the 
encyclopedias before. The atlas is perfect 
for looking at different places all over the 
Earth. There are all different kinds of 
maps in it for everywhere in the world. The 
encyclopedias are good for looking up 
any words and subjects that you don’t 
understand while reading a book. The 
encyclopedias are in alphabetical order. 
 

 
This is the World Atlas Book on a stand in the LLC. 

 
Well, lots of people may be saying “we 
can just look up the stuff on our 
Chromebook!” That is true, but looking 
through the atlas and encyclopedias can 
be a lot of fun. You never know what 
you’ll find!  
 

 
World Book Encyclopedias in the LLC. 
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 Top 5 Places to Go For 
Kids 

By Yashi Kondreddi 

 
Do you want to go on trip, but can’t decide where to go? If 
that’s the case, then this is the article for you! You will 
learn about the top 5 places to go, and why. Now that you 
know what’s in store for you, let’s fly over to our first 
destination! 
 

1. Kerala, India 
According to “Rough Guides,” a website for traveling, “Kerala 
offers an Indian experience at a manageable pace for 
families with younger kids.” You should start your trip by 
going to Fort Cochin, a small, relaxing part of Kochi with 
amazing hotels and restaurants. You can reach the 
peaceful backwaters on a daytrip from Fort Cochin. But if 
you want to float along serene waterways on a houseboat 
made of wood and palm leaves at night, start out by going 
to Alappuzha/Alleppey, where there is lots of nature to 
explore, and beaches to enjoy too. You could also start 
from Kumbakonam, where there are many temples and 
other historic sites. 
 
As boring as that might seem, if you take the time to 
explore these sites, you just may find that the stories 
that these ancient landmarks hold can be very interesting. 
Kids will also love the state’s national parks, with lots of 
exciting activities, such as elephant spotting in Periyar 
Wildlife Sanctuary. If you’re traveling with teenagers, they 
have very fun bamboo rafting! If you are interested in 
going to this amazing place, but you can’t afford it, there is 
an art competition, and guess what the grand prize is …….. 
a trip to Kerala, India! Now if you’ll excuse me, I have to go 
find out more about Kerala! 

 
A houseboat traveling in India 

 
(Top Five continued in next column → ) 
 
 

So look around! Maybe you’ll find 
something that will get you ready to 
learn. I bet that the LLC teachers (and 
your classroom teacher) would love it if 
you were interested in looking at these 
things! 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 
(Top Five, continued) 

 

2. Maribor, Slovenia 
Slovenia is a small but breathtaking country, especially if 
you’re traveling with your family. So just rent a car and 
head to Maribor, a pleasant city that’s so close to active 
entertainment for all ages. There’s skiing in the resort 
Pohorje in winter, and there’s canoeing through the river 
Drava in the summer that many people enjoy. In spring, 
try the resort’s toboggan that hurdles down the ski slopes 
at a very fast speed, up to 30mph. 
 

 
Village activity in Maribor, Slovenia   
 
 

3. The West Midlands, England 
England’s Midlands are maybe not the obvious destination 
for a family holiday in the UK, but the region has tons of 
great places to go with kids! You can see the big game in 
West Midlands Safari Park, or visit the Black Country Living 
Museum in Dudley to go back to the 1930’s and taste the 
best chips you ever have. Then there’s Birmingham, which 
has an incredible Sea Life Centre, and Derby, a satisfying 
getaway to the Peak District. There’s also the Severn 
Valley Steam Railway, which runs between Kidderminster 
and Bridgnorth. This an excellent place to go with lots of 
interesting places to explore! 
 
 
(Top Five continued on next page with excellent photo of 
Dudley Castle ↓ ) 
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(Top Five, continued) 

 
Dudley Castle Ruins   
 

4. Puglia, Italy 
Puglia, “in the heel of Italy’s boot,” quoted by Rough Guides, 
is an amazing place to go for a vacation in the sun. With 
endless pristine beaches, the Salento peninsula is a 
highlight; the seaside town of Otranto with its beautiful 
castle makes an interesting family-friendly base. The 
countryside has its perks too, not least is the fairytale 
trulli- kids love spotting these pint-sized limestone houses 
with conical roofs, which are placed throughout the region. 
Head to Alberobello for a town full of trulli, where you can 
even spend a night in one for more fun. 

 
The famous trulli houses in Puglia. 
 

5. Reserva Monteverde, Costa 
Rica 
Costa Rica is the best there is when it comes to eco and 
adventure-tourism, with Monteverde as one of the 
greatest examples. Half of the area is conserved as 
Bosque Eternal de los Niños, which is spanish for 
“Children’s Eternal Rainforest.” Bosque Eternal de los Niños 
is a big stretch of beautiful cloudforest, rainforest and 
montane evergreen forest with trails and has many 
wildlife-spotting opportunities. There’s also many other 
things to do besides exploring rainforests; hiking, camping, 
ziplines, canopy tours and horse riding [my favorite!]! 
 
(Top Five continued in next column → ) 

(Top Five, continued) 

There’s also the Monteverde Cloudforest Biological Reserve 
which offers even more pristine forests and adventure 
opportunities! To add to the greatness of Reserva 
Monteverde, Reserva Santa Elena has wheelchair friendly 
trails! Reserva Monteverde is an amazing place to visit, and 
you should definitely visit there! 

 

 
Bosque Eterno de los Niños  
 
These places are wonderful places to travel to! I hope you 
visit these places, and enjoy them! If you aren’t interested 
in traveling to these places, you can find out about other 
great vacation spots for kids using the link below! I 
personally think that Kerala is the best place because my 
family is from India, and there are so many fun activities 
to do like riding on a houseboat! I still love the other great 
destinations too. Now I have to get my parents to take 
me to these incredible places! Where are you headed to? 
 
https://www.roughguides.com/special-features/the-30-best-
places-to-go-with-kids/ 
 
 
 
(Top Five continued on next page ↓ ) 
 

 

https://www.roughguides.com/special-features/the-30-best-places-to-go-with-kids/
https://www.roughguides.com/special-features/the-30-best-places-to-go-with-kids/
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(Top Five, continued) 
 
 
If you can’t just jump on a plane and head to places like 
Kerala or the West Midlands, there are tons of fun things 
to do right here in Wilton!  
 
 

Fun Things to Do In Wilton 
 

● Relax at Starbucks 
● Go to Ambler Farm 
● Play at Merwin Meadows 
● Eat ice cream at Scoops or Gophers 
● Check out the books at the Wilton Library 
● Exercise on the Norwalk River Valley Trail 
● Watch a fun sporting event at Wilton High School  
● Walk your dog on Schenck’s Island 

 

 
 
I hope you have fun, whether you’re traveling the world or 
staying in Wilton! 

 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 

 
 
 

 3rd Grade Orchestra 
By Saara Sardana 

 

 
               3rd grade orchestra on a Wednesday morning. 
 
Did you ever wonder what is it like to play in an 
orchestra? Today I will tell you how fun it is to play an 
instrument at CIDER MILL school! 
 
If you are in third grade you can learn how to play the 
violin, viola, or cello. When you are in 5th grade  you 
can play the bass. The bass is also all based on 
strings, but it is a much larger instrument. The teachers 
for the string instruments are Ms. Franz and Mr. 
Hayashi. 
 
When you pick an instrument you feel like you want to 
learn right away and imagine that you already know 
how to play it! When you first start to play, you pluck 
the strings with your fingers. Later, you can use a bow. 
When you play with the bow on the violin or any string 
instrument, it feels much easier than plucking, and it 
feels like it is hard to keep the bow still. After you play 
for a couple weeks’ you get used to playing your 
instrument. You begin to hear how it sounds mixed with 
other instruments. Before you know it, your first 
orchestra concert will be around the corner! 
 
There’s so much more to say on this topic, we’ll 
continue it in the next newspaper edition. This time with 
an interview with Ms. Franz. 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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ARTS SECTION 
 

The Lego Movie 2: The Second 
Part 

 
Movie Review By: Bridget Chase 

 

 
  
Have you seen “The Lego Movie 2: The second Part” 
yet? 
 
Well, a new Lego movie came out recently and it’s a 
sequel to the first “Lego Movie.” In this Lego movie, it is 
about the town of Bricksburg, where everybody lives, 
turning dark. Then, Emmet (the main character) makes 
a colorful house and Bricksburg is attacked by 
characters made from Duplo blocks (these are bigger 
than Legos). 
 
The Duplos that attack steal many things, but one of 
the most important things that they take is Wyldstyle, 
Emmet’s best friend. While Emmet tries to save 
Wyldstyle, he meets his future self and gets worried he 
will be bad when he gets older. 
 
Here are 3 reasons why I think you should watch “The 
Lego Movie 2”: 
 

1.  It is funny. 
2.  The miniature stars and hearts throw up 

rainbows. 
3.  They sing and dance a lot. 

 
Everything works out in the end. I would give this 
movie 5 stars! (out of 5 stars!) I definitely recommend it 
to you! 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 

ARTS SECTION 

 

              Timmy Failure:  
   It’s The End When I Say It’s The End  
                  Book Review  By Adalene Leigh 
 

 
 
Failure? This book is definitely not a failure! 
 
Even after retiring from the detective agency, 
Timmy faces very difficult problems in life, 
including: making a mini-movie with Tom John 
John, who is “a pain in the patootie”; trying to 
find his polar bear Total’s older brother; and 
the fact that his mother is being particularly 
annoying. 
 
When Timmy’s teacher says that the class has to 
make a mini-movie, his classmates step in and 
help him make a movie. This movie turns out to 
be really funny. 
 
This book is the 4th, and last, in the Timmy 
Failure series. This book is recommended for 
grades 3 - 7, but I recommend it for all! It is a 
hilarious end to the Timmy Failure series. 
 
Our Cider Mill LLC has it on the shelves...go 
check it out! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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ARTS SECTION 

 

Butter Cookies: A Family 

Recipe 

By Janya Chelluboina 

 
First, a cookie message...before you read 
my recipe, I have to let you know that 
homemade cookies are going through 
the roof! I surveyed a bunch of people 
and you will not believe the amount of 
people who picked homemade cookies. 
99% of everyone picked homemade 
cookies.  So, out of thirty-one people 
only one person picked store-bought 
cookies! This really should inspire you 
to try homemade cookies if you buy 
store-bought cookies! Well, let's get to 
the recipe! 

 

Butter Cookies 

 

Today I am going to share a cookie recipe that is 

a buttery, yummy favorite in my family. It is 

high on the calories, but it is totally worth once 

you get it in your mouth! It melts and tastes like 

heaven! It makes about 20 cookies if you make 

them a bit small, but if you make them big, they 

turn out to be 10. Just as a opinion, and 

experiences, I suggest you make them small 

because then you end up eating less and you can 

share more cookies with your friends and 

family! (or even save them for later for 

yourself!) 

 
(Butter Cookies continued in next column → ) 

ARTS SECTION 
 
(Butter Cookies, continued) 

 

Ingredients: 

 

2 sticks unsalted butter 

1 cup sugar 

2 teaspoons vanilla 

1 teaspoon salt 

2 cups almond flour* 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 cup all purpose flour 

 

*If you have a nut allergy, then use 3 cups 

of all purpose flour in total. 

 

Steps: 

● Turn oven on to 350. 

● First, soften your butter up in a 

microwave. 

● Then add your sugar and mix in. 

● Then add your salt and vanilla. Keep 

on mixing until combined well. 

● Then add your almond flour and the 

all purpose flour. 

● Then, lastly add your baking soda. 

● Then get a baking tray and put 

parchment paper on it. Drop the 

cookies by tablespoonfuls on cookie 

sheet. 

● Then, put the tray in the oven for 

20-25 minutes. 

● When the cookies become golden 

brown, take them out of oven and let 

them rest outside still on the pan for 

5-10 minutes. 

● Lastly, serve it on a fancy platter! 

(keep leftovers in a storage box) 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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CRAFT CORNER - 
By Janya Chelluboina 

 
 

How to Make Easy Squishies 
 

What You Need:   
 
Scissors  
Makeup sponge 
Matt paint*  
Fabric glue** 
 
What To Do: 
 

● First, get your makeup sponge and cut it out in 
any shape you want your squishy to be. 

● If you want to add anything extra to your squishy, 
then just cut out your extra piece(s) and glue to 
your squishy with fabric glue. 

● Then with a rubber band, tie the extra piece(s) to 
the base of the squishy so it holds together. 

● Let it dry for 20-30 minutes. 
● Then you can paint your squishy with matt paint. 
● And that’s all you have to do to make a easy 

squishy! 
 
* you need to use matt paint because it doesn’t peel off 
of the squishy 
** you need to use fabric glue because other glues 
leave hard spots in your squishy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 

CRAFT CORNER 
 
 
 

Rock Paper Holder 
 
 
What You Need: 
 
A smooth rock 
Matt paint 
Foam (optional) 
Fabric glue (optional) 
 
 
What To Do: 
 
All you need to do is paint your rock! But if you want to 
add more style to it, cut out foam ears, or anything you 
want, to add to your paper holder. Then glue your extra 
piece(s) to the rock with fabric glue. After that, with a 
rubber band tie the extra piece(s) to the rock so it holds 
together. Let it dry for 20-30 minutes. Lastly, you paint 
the foam design with matt paint. Finally, you have a 
handy paper holder! 
 

 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Puzzles 
By Ruby Prior 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Puzzles 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

⭐⭐⭐ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Newspaper Club 2018-2019 

 

Comics 
By Jacob McDonnell & Grant Santosky 
(special contributors to the Cider Mill Press)  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
“I’m going to suck your blood.”  “AAHHH…..” 

 
 
(“Vampires on a diet” continued in next column) 

Comics 
 

 
 

 
“Gerald, you’re on a diet. That means water.”  

 
 

 
“Gulp, gulp, gulp.” 

 

 
“Note to self: No water.” 

 

THE END 

 

⭐⭐⭐ 
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Comics 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
THE END 

 
⭐⭐⭐ 

Some Final Words…. 
 
We hope you have enjoyed the winter edition of the 

Cider Mill Press. This is who we are: 

 

 

Sienna Carvajal, Bridget Chase,Janya Chelluboina, 

Natalie Craig, Sydney Fields, Yashi Kondreddi, Adalene 

Leigh, Tommy Maggio, Kayla McCauley, Janavi 

Premkumar, Ruby Prior, Saara Sardana, and Olivia 

Tate. 

 

If you have any news or anything noteworthy, let us 

know! And if you have some great comics or puzzles 

you want to submit, let us know that too! 

 

 

 

⭐⭐⭐ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S. Does anyone know why there are three stars at the 

end of every article? 

 


