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Happy August!  We hope everyone has spent their summer enjoying what they love best. August 30th is our
first day of school and we are very excited to have our students back in the halls and classrooms of Cider Mill
School! We continue to celebrate our School’s motto: Bee Here. Bee You. Beelong. with an on-going emphasis
on the emotional and academic well-being of each learner. During the first weeks of school, our teachers learn
about each child’s individual identity and they emphasize the skills required to build new friendships and
support healthy and happy classroom communities. As a result of the Pandemic, the transition back to school
may feel different for some of our children since many of your lives have been altered over the past year and a
half. As you consider the upcoming school year with your family, here are two resources that may ease the
transition:

● From Yale’s RULER program - Creating a Family Charter and
● From the Let Grow organization - Independence Goal Setting.

Our teachers strive to co-create safe and nurturing learning environments. They will utilize classroom design
strategies to minimize clutter and avoid over-stimulating learning environments. Teachers and students will
collaboratively build a classroom community that highlights students’ work and interests. Below, is a wealth of
information to read at your leisure. We will send updates as the year begins. Additionally, the district is sending
a “Back to School” Update with important information about CoVID safety and many other district-based
protocols. All staff, visitors, and students will be expected to wear masks until further notified. All information
will be updated on the district’s School Start-up Information webpage.

Please join us in welcoming the following new staff members:

New Staff at Cider Mill, 2021-22:

Interim South Side AP: Jeremy Cross Spanish Teacher: Giorgia Stabile 3rd NH: Kaitlyn Blanchard

ELL: Sarah Marr 4th NH: Kara Giametta 3rd CN: Olivia Barbieri

Band:  Jonathan Garcia (9/13/21) Art: Suzane Filipe

Informational Updates:

● PowerSchool Parent Portal: The Parent Portal will open to families on Thursday, 8/19/21 at 11am. At
that time, you will be able to view your child(ren)’s class placement for 2021-22. Please log into the
Parent Portal before this time to ensure you have your correct username/password information. Please
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carefully review/revise all demographic information since PowerSchool is our Student Information
System and all other applications/platforms sync to this system for communication purposes (e.g.
Schoology, School Dismissal Manager, School Messenger and all academic student learning
applications). Please encourage and support your children as they learn about their class placement for
the year. A lot of care and thought went into the process and it is critical that children learn to navigate
change, be resilient, and learn how to make new connections at an early age.  We understand that many
children have had to navigate unique challenges over the past year and a half. Our staff is ready to
support them! Here is a quick-reference link to the names of teachers and their respective house
assignments.

● Bus Route Information: Bus route information will be available in the Parent Portal (PowerSchool) by
Friday, August 20th. However, please check over the weekend prior to the start of school, for any
changes in time. Students will be allowed to take alternate buses to regularly scheduled aftercare
locations. This information must be inputted into SDM the day before to allow the bus company the
opportunity to adjust seating charts. It will be critical for students to wear masks and only sit in assigned
seats for contact tracing purposes. Buses will not be able to accommodate playdates at this time.

● School Dismissal Manager (SDM) & FastLane: Once PowerSchool syncs with SDM (sometime the
week of 8/23/21), you will receive an email with a link to a SDM Welcome Letter along with all of the
information you will need to use the system for dismissal. You will find there is a new Mobile App that
you will need to download for your mobile device and that you must revise your SDM preferences to get
updates via text or email. We will continue to use FastLane as our process for dismissing students from
the classroom for pick-up. Next week, after all student information systems have synced, you will get
additional information from our school next week on how to utilize FastLane. We will add the
information to our Handbook as well. You can stop in to the office during Meet the Teacher on 8/26 with
any questions.

● Meet the Teacher: Teachers are excited to greet students on Thursday, August 26th for Meet the
Teacher. To maintain social distancing in the classrooms, students and families are asked to visit during
your designated 25-minute time period organized alphabetically by the students’ last names:

○ 11-12pm: South (Belden Hill / Kent; reference link to teacher assignment by house)
■ A-L: 11-11:25
■ M-Z: 11:35-12pm

○ 1:00-2:00pm: North (Cannondale / Nod Hill; reference link to teacher assignment by house)
■ A-L: 1-1:25
■ M-Z: 1:35-2pm

Please be sure all visitors (children and adults) wear masks during the visit. Meet the Teacher is
designed for children to check out their new learning environment, say hello to their teacher and chat
briefly with new classmates. There is no formal presentation and this is not the time to speak about your
individual child’s needs. Please feel free to email the teacher separately to discuss these items. If siblings
attend Meet the Teacher, they must stay with parents the entire time and are not to visit or walk around
the building. Other teachers will be busy engaged in important professional learning work. Thank you!
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● Special Areas, World Language & Intervention: This year, Cider Mill will run a 4-day rotation
schedule. Over 4 days, children will attend Art, Music, PE and Library Learning Commons once. This
year, Day 1 will always be a Monday, Day 2 a Tuesday, Day 3 a Wednesday and Day 4 a Thursday.
Friday will rotate and alternate Days 1-4.  Later next week, our Special Area staff will share a Quick
Facts sheet for more information on each area including our instrumental program. World Language
classes meet every other day and will begin to meet on Wednesday (9/1/21). Interventions will begin at
the end of the first week to allow students time to build important connections in their classrooms.

● Important Fall Dates:
○ First Day of School is Monday, August 30th.
○ Open House: Cider Mill administrators will send a virtual “Welcome Back” message to families

before Open House. Families will report directly to classrooms for a presentation from 6:30-7:15
P.M. with your child’s teacher(s). During this time, you will learn more about your child’s
academic and social learning experiences at Cider Mill School.

■ South: September 22  (Kent/Belden Hill)
■ North: September 29 (Cannondale/Nod Hill)

○ New Parent Coffee is on Thursday, September 2 at 9:15 in the LLC (Library)
○ Photo Day is scheduled for Tuesday, September 28.
○ November conferences will be held before Thanksgiving break. During this time, each family

will have an opportunity to learn about their child’s individual progress in all academic and
social areas.

○ Literacy/Numeracy Curriculum Forums: this year our Curriculum Coordinators and Coaches
are working together to engage families with the content-area in a new, and creative manner -
stay tuned for more information this fall.

If you did not purchase the school supply kit offered by the PTA, you may find lists for each grade on the
website so you can purchase your own. Finally, here is a link to a Quick Facts document which provides
additional helpful information about Cider Mill School.

We hope you enjoy the remainder of your summer!

Warm Regards,

Jennife� Falcon�, Catherin� O’Keef�, Jerem� Cr�s�, Laure� Catalan� an� Sharo� D’Angel�
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