
 
   September 2022 

Mrs. Wright’s Update 

 Welcome back students!  We are SO EXCITED to see everyone again!  There is just something about the begin-

ning of a new school year that brings happiness and excitement!  I’m looking forward to an awesome  school year!  

 Our behavior program is going to continue as, Comets with Character.  The philosophy is the same as the PBIS 

program, but we have changed the name to make it our own—Fatima Comets.  We have reviewed behavior expecta-

tions, learned our new schedules and routines, as well as, gotten to know our new teachers and classmates. . It’s  been 

a very busy two weeks!  

 There will be NO SCHOOL on Monday Sept. 5th due to Labor Day.  We will also have an early dismissal on 

Wednesday Sept. 28th at 1:15. 

Please call the elementary office when your child will not be at school. This helps us know what’s going on and keeps 

Holly from making unnecessary calls to you. 

  

 You can always find the newsletter and calendar on the elementary section of the website, 

www.fatimacomets.org. You will also find pictures of happenings at school on the pictures page.  Please go check 

them out! There is an Events Calendar on the last page of the newsletter listing this month’s upcoming events, be sure 

and mark these on your calendar!  

 I  

 PTO NEWS 

Please consider joining the Parent - Teacher Organization (PTO)!  The 

PTO does a wonderful job of supporting the Fatima Elementary stu-

dents and staff. A few of their upcoming events include:  

 PTO Meeting— Our 1st meeting will be Thursday Sept. 8th 6-8 

p.m. in the HS Library. 

 Carnival—Elementary Carnival will be Friday Sept. 30th 

 The PTO also sells Fatima spirit apparel. A flyer is coming  

home with the newsletter. If you need another form you can go to the 

Fatima website, www.fatimacomets.org, on the Parent-Teacher Organi-

zation page (under Elementary) there is a form online. You can contact 

Jerri Wildhaber with questions.  
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Art News by Sharryn Hawkes 

 Welcome back to school! The students have started working on their projects for Art to Remember. Art 

to Remember is a fundraiser that allows you to purchase keepsake products customized with your 

child’s artwork. Kindergarteners are painting “Tall Birds”. First graders are creating a “Monster Close- 

up”. Second graders are painting Van Gogh’s “Field of Poppies”, while third graders are painting 

Hokusai’s “Great Wave”. Fourth graders are working with tints and shades in their “Moon and 

Branches” paintings. Fifth graders get to have fun creating a “Floating Donuts” painting. Sixth graders 

have been given extra freedom in creating an original artwork that represents ‘who they are’. We are 

calling it “Zentangle Graphia” and it will include detailed marker work and watercolors. These projects 

are colorful and fun, and will hopefully turn out fantastic! The rest of the school year will be filled with 

projects that focus on state objectives and standards. We are looking forward to an exciting school 

year! 

 

 

 

Music Class by Zach Fincher 

   Dear Parent/Guardian, 
I am so excited for this year! There is a lot that I have planned and hope to share with you some of those things.  
 
We are going to be doing lots of things this year in music. We will sing, play instruments, dance, and learn. Some of the things will include 
learning to keep a steady beat, learning to sing, and learning lots of fun games that help us remember musical terms and symbols. Think 
of a heartbeat, it keeps a steady pulse and blood pumping to our vital organs. Musical beats are much the same. They are the lifeblood of 
music and help keep the music flowing. Singing is such a joyful thing and I am trying to incorporate some new songs to our repertoire for 
this year. You might hear about Fred the moose or penguins drinking tea. These are camp songs that are so much fun to sing and I hope 
that your student leaves class with at least one song they like.  
 
We will have two concerts this year. K-3 will perform at the Holiday/Christmas concert. That concert is set to be on December 8th, start-
ing at 6pm. Dress for this concert is nice clothes (think Sunday best or funeral/wedding) that students do not wear everyday. If you are 
stressing about buying clothing, please come talk to me. I do not want anyone to feel bad about dress expectations. 4-6 will perform at 
the Spring concert. That concert is set for May 4th, starting at 6pm. Again, dress is nice clothes. When I started here three years ago, I 
had third grade doing recorder work for the Christmas concert. I am going to be changing the recorder to fifth grade this year. If you are 
the parent of a fifth grader this year, be watching for a letter about the recorder later in the school year.  
 
It is an exciting time here at Fatima Elementary School. I cannot wait for you all to experience all that your student will learn this year.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns that arise, please do not hesitate to contact me at my email below. I would be happy to talk with 
you and address any concerns. 

 
 
Sincerely, Zach Fincher 
fincherz@fatimacomets.org  

mailto:fincherz@fatimacomets.org


Elementary Computers 

Since the school year began, students at all grade levels have been actively engaged in de-
velopmentally appropriate lessons related to internet safety and acceptable use of computers/
technology. Students have been sharing their current knowledge of “things to think about” before 
using computers to access the World Wide Web. It is very important for students to understand how 
to be safe when working online.  

In September we will begin working on introductory concepts at all grade levels. The con-
cepts student will explore throughout the entire year include:  

• In Kindergarten students will learn to sign on to a computer, becoming profi-
cient with using a mouse. Learning the different parts of the computer, and in-
troducing the class to keyboarding.  

• In grades First, Second, and Third, students will gain proficiency in logging onto 
the computers, work with keyboarding to gain skills of Home Row and Posture, 
and learn the basics of using Chromebooks, especially Google Classroom.  

        ●    Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth graders will be focusing on using their Chromebooks, 
  and various Google programs such as Google Docs, Google Sheets, Google 
  Slides, and Google Forms. Students will also be working on improving their 
  Keyboard Skills and Posture.  

I look forward to a new year with all of the Elementary stu-
dents at Fatima. Each new year provides so many new opportu-
nities in the world of technology. I love being a part of a great ed-
ucational team that helps promote growth and knowledge of us-
ing technology.        

 
                             Mr. Hamilton 

Welcome back Fatima Elementary!  I am the  librarian, Ms. Paschal, and 
I am very excited to be starting my 26th year as a Fatima staff mem-
ber.  It is exciting to have the chance to meet and teach the children 
of many of my former students (although it makes me feel a bit old at 
times:)  
Our elementary library currently has over 12,000 titles to choose from, 
and I ordered even more over the summer that I think the students will 
be excited about checking out.  With all of these choices, every student at Fatima should 
find something that they love to read.   
This year during library time, students will continue to use the Accelerated Reading pro-
gram, use their chrome books as a research resource, and continue to further their re-
searching and referencing skills.  We will also read many titles that remind us of positive 

character traits to have in our school and community. Thank you in ad-
vance for your assistance in helping students to return their books on 
time each week 

 
**Date to remember:  This year’s Scholastic’s Book Fair 
will be held the week of parent-teacher conferences, Oct. 
24th-27th.  Last year, we reached the highest total we 

have ever had at Fatima (for the second year in a row) and were able to 
purchase many new titles for our library. More information will be coming 
home about this as the date approaches.  

 



504/TITLE II PUBLIC NOTICE 

The Osage R-III School District, as a recipient of federal financial assistance from the United States Department of Education and operates a public elementary or 

secondary education program and/or activity, is required to undertake to identify and locate every qualified person residing in the District who is not receiving a 

public education; and take appropriate steps to notify disabled persons and their parents or guardians of the District’s duty. 

 

The Osage R-III School District assures that it will provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE) to each qualified disabled person in the District’s jurisdiction 

regardless of the nature or severity of the person’s disability.  For purposes of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, the provision of an appropriate education is the provision of regular or special and related aids and services that are designed to meet individual 

educational needs of disabled persons as adequately as the needs of nondisabled persons are met and are based on adherence to procedures that satisfy the 

requirements of the 504 federal regulations. 

The Osage R-III School District has developed a 504/Title II Procedures Manual for the implementation of federal regulations for Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act, Subpart D.  This Procedures Manual may be reviewed in the Special Services Office during regular school days and times. 

This notice will be provided in native languages as appropriate. 

This notice is also in the Student Handbook, as well as, posted in the elementary office. 

 
Hello, my name is Coach Royston and I am the Elementary PE teacher.  
I am very excited to get the year moving. I am always amazed at how much the 
kids have grown each summer. I am equally excited to see all the new faces this 
year. In the lower Elementary PE classes, we try to develop motor skills as well 
as teach the kids how to work as an individual and as a team. As the kids get 
older, we transition into more advanced skills like applying their acquired skills 
to game situations, and we start to learn more about the body and how it 
works. And of course, we always try to keep all the kids moving as much as pos-
sible. Can't wait to see everyone moving this fall. If parents have any questions, 
feel free to reach out to me via email.  

Welcome Back!!  

Let’s get this year started! 
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