
Computer Science AP 
2017 Summer Assignment 

Mrs. McFarland 
 

 Read Chapter 1 from the book Think Java: How to Think Like a Computer Scientist by Allen 
B. Downey. I have included Chapter 1 in this pdf. If you want the entire book, you can get 
the book for free from http://www.greenteapress.com/thinkapjava/thinkapjava.pdf. 

 Answer the questions in Exercise 1.1 on your own paper. If you have horrible handwriting 
then type your answers. 

 For Exercises 1.2 and 1.3, you will need to download the software of BlueJ which is free. 
Instructions start on page 2 of this pdf on how to download and write programs in BlueJ. 

 For Exercise 1.2, copy the entire Summer Work project folder to a flash drive and bring the 
first day of school or upload the Summer Work folder to Google Drive and share with me. 

 For Exercise 1.3, write the error message that comes up when each mistake (#1-9 on page 
12) is made in the program. Continue on the same paper after Exercise 1.1. Example: for 
problem 1, remove an open squiggly-brace and then compile the program. Look at the 
bottom of the screen for the error and write down that error message. Fix the error and 
then move on to problem 2. 

 If you have any questions, email Mrs. McFarland at mcfarlandd@needvilleisd.com. I check 
my school email about once a week during the summer time, so be patient if I do not 
respond back right away. 

 
 
For class you will need: 

 1.5” or 2” inch binder 

 4 dividers 

 paper 

 pencils 
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Writing Java Programs using BlueJ 

1. Download BlueJ 
Go to http://www.bluej.org/ and download BlueJ version 4.0.1 to your computer. For Windows, 
download the recommended BlueJ Installer with Java 8 JDK. 
 

2. Invoke BlueJ.  
Start BlueJ by finding and double clicking on its icon. If you followed the installation directions 
for home, it will have an icon on the desktop. 

3. Create a new project.  

In BlueJ's top menu bar, select New 
Project. Enter the name of the project, 
Summer Work, in Name and click 
Ok.  The Project Display Area to the 
middle right should turn white, and an icon 
that looks like a piece of paper should 
appear.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. Create a new class.   
 
Click on the button New Class to obtain the Create New Class 
Dialog. Enter HelloWorld (no space between Hello and World) in 
the Class Name textbox, and make sure that the Class radio 
button is selected. Then click on the OK button.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.bluej.org/
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A yellow icon with the label HelloWorld 
should appear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Open the editor for the class.    
Double click on the yellow HelloWorld icon to open the editor for that class. 
 

6. Modify the code for the class.    
When you open the HelloWorld Class, you will see some sample code for the class, including 
an instance variable x, a constructor HelloWorld, and the method named sampleMethod. This 
code may be interesting the first time you see it, but it is totally worthless. Select all of the code 
inside the brackets {} of public class HelloWorld and delete it. Then add your code. For 
example, the HelloWorld program would be:  
 

 
 

 

7. Compile the class.    
Click on the Compile button at the top of the editor. You should get the message "Class 
compiled - no syntax errors" at the bottom of the screen. If there were errors, it would say 
"Error(s) found in class." To see the actual error, click on the Compile button again, and a 
message will appear near the line of code that has the error. 
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8. Run the application.    
Go back to the main BlueJ window. If you don't see it on the desktop screen, look at the 
bottom of the monitor screen -- there are two BlueJ windows. Then, right click on the yellow 
HelloWorld icon, and select void main(args) to run the main method.   

 

You will get the Method Call Dialog. Since you don't have any command line arguments for this 
method, simply click on OK.   

 

You will get the Terminal Window with the message "Hello, world!" 

 

9. Get out of BlueJ.   
Close the Terminal Window, the Editor, and the Main BlueJ Window. The console window that 
opened when you invoked BlueJ should close automatically.  
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