
LEGISLATIVE ACTION NETWORK ALERT #1 – PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL YOUR 
STATE SENATOR BY WEDNESDAY AT NOON TO OPPOSE SENATE BILLS 55 & 
124 
Senate Bill 55, School Referenda, Author: Senator Mike Bohacek. ISBA opposes this bill 
because it takes away school board authority on a compensation provision for superintendents 
tied to passage of a referendum. The bill also requires school corporations to develop a 
referendum school spending plan to be approved by the IDOE before proceeding with the local 
public question for an operating referendum or school safety referendum. School corporations 
already develop a spending plan that is explained to voters and community members presented 
to ask for support of the referendum. This process imposes more regulation that is unnecessary 
and excessive. On the contract provision, if superintendents are one of the few school 
employees that can campaign for the referendum, spend excessive hours doing so, and are the 
leaders to ensure adequate resources for their school corporation, why shouldn’t school boards 
be able to provide a bonus or stipend for this significant work? As you know, any provision of a 
proposed contract is transparent when you are required to share it with the public and allow for 
discussion at a board meeting.  
  
Senate Bill 124, First Day of School, Author: Senator Dennis Kruse. This bill prohibits public 
schools from beginning the school year prior to Labor Day beginning in the 2022-23 school 
year, with a few exceptions. ISBA opposes this legislation because it relinquishes local 
control and removes governing responsibility from the locally-elected school board to make 
calendar decisions that are based on the expert recommendations of the superintendent and 
staff, and their understanding of the interests and needs of students, families and the broader 
community they represent. This change would be quite disruptive to the ability to conclude the 
first semester at the winter break, thus preventing early graduations and enrollments in higher 
education or military service. Conversely, it will lengthen the school year into June creating labor 
shortage issues for those same industries and sectors advocating for this change and posing 
conflicts to child labor laws. Scheduling semester final exams after the winter break presents 
challenges as well and is not as practical. There are numerous reasons to oppose this 
legislation! 
  
In addition, please call or email any of the following Republican members of the Senate 
Education and Career Development Committee: 

 Senator Jeff Raatz, Chairman: Senator.Raatz@iga.in.gov; 317-233-0930 
 Senator John Crane, Vice Chairman: s24@iga.in.gov; 317-232-9984 
 Senator Scott Baldwin: Senator.Baldwin@igai.in.gov; 317-232-9533 
 Senator Brian Buchanan: Senator.Buchanan@iga.in.gov; 317-234-9426 
 Senator Stacey Donato: senator.donato@iga.in.gov; 317-232-9493 
 Senator Dennis Kruse: Senator.Kruse@iga.in.gov; 317-233-0930 
 Senator Jean Leising: Senator.Leising@iga.in.gov; 317-232-9493 
 Senator Linda Rogers: Senator.Rogers@iga.in.gov; 317-234-9443 
 Senator Kyle Walker: Senator.Kyle.Walker@iga.in.gov; 317-232-9541 

  
To find your area senator and their contact information, go to: https://www.isba-
ind.org/legislator-contact-information.html 
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