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8-31-21 COVID NOTICE AND INFORMATION

Dear Parents, Students, and Staff,

Hello and I hope you are doing well. Hopefully this will help to keep you informed about COVID and
school. Two weeks ago, before school started, a student athlete tested positive for COVID and the fellow
student/athletes and staff were quarantined appropriately according to DSHS, this is the same State
Department ‘s guidelines we followed all of last year. The student is fine and has recovered. No one else
was infected. Of course we conducted a full cleaning of the facility.

Last Friday (8-27-21) we were informed of a student in Grade 7 that tested positive for COVID and
multiple siblings that had symptoms. Also, on that same day and separate from the other COVID cases,
we had a positive case in our Pre-k. All the parents were contacted and informed. The individual is
recovering and no parents have reported symptoms or positive cases for their children since. We
quarantined the directly affected children and staff according to DSHS guidelines, once again the same
one we followed last year.

The school’s COVID mitigation steps are (1) temperature checks on first entry to the building for that
day, (2) when the teacher deems appropriate they distance students, (3) we have desk shields if needed
in the classroom, (4) we clean the entire facility and buses daily using a mister spray that kills many types
of germs and virus including COVID, (5) we clean during the day at high contact locations, (6) the
cafeteria has dividers between children with seating every other seat, (7) we no longer have PE classes or
recess for 2 grades at a time, but just single grades, (8) we added 6 new staff last year and kept them in
place this year to address extra cleaning, cafeteria help, classroom aides, and a full time emotional needs
counselor, (9) we sealed off the drinking part of water fountains eliminating mouth or hand contact
areas, the water bottles can still be filled without contact (10) we are conducting COVID testing on site to
any student or staff that requests it, (11) well over 80% of our staff is COVID vaccinated and many of our
secondary students, and (12) we had no in school student spread of COVID last year.

We had not put new quarantine protocols in place for this school year, not expecting COVID positive
cases to occur in the first week of school. We have reviewed the most current protocols from 8-19-21
and found a difference in DSHS and TEA guidelines. The board spent considerable time on 8-30-21
weighing the safest way to have school considering both DSHS and TEA guidelines.

Starting today (8-31-21), students that have direct contact with COVID, but are not symptomatic do
not have to quarantine. Additionally students, staff, and visitors will need to wear a mask during the
regular school day. The parents and school staff will monitor students with direct contact for symptoms
and report immediately to the school nurse. Overwhelmingly, everyone felt it is critical to get our
students back in class, but to do it as safely as we can. This is a 2 step process to get our students back in
class. Step 1 is to reduce quarantine and step 2 will be to reduce the requirement for masks. We are able
to monitor COVID for success with reduced quarantine and then we can monitor reduced mask wearing
for COVID success.

Remember, be safe, be healthy, and be kind to someone today.


