
Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting 

September 21 

Dallas Convention Center 

 

President Jodi Duron called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. Board members 

present were Jodi Duron, Sharon Shields, John Ramos, Gayle Stinson, Paul 

Jones, Scott Caloss, Leigh Wall, Tory Hill, Ralph Traynham, Chad Jones, 

Kenneth Estes, Sheri Blankenship, Don Dunn, Michael Lamb, Rich Dear, 

Joey Light, and Jim Knight. Also present were Sandy Schwartz and Greg 

Gibson. 

 

Greg Gibson was introduced as our new Executive Director effective January 

1, 2020. Jodi praised Russell Marshall of Arrowhead Educational Services 

who conducted the search and thanked the Search Committee for selecting the 

perfect candidate. The search committee was comprised of the Executive 

Committee/Officers (Jodi Duron, Sharon Shields, John Ramos, Benny 

Soileau, and Gayle Stinson) and SD Directors Jeffrey Burke, Denise 

Monzingo, and Dwain York. Sandy and Greg have already begun the 

transition process. As part of the transition, Greg shared a message to the 

membership that he would like to send and asked for input from the board. 

 

Finances:  

Current membership is at 177 compared to 195 at this time last year.  

Current income from sponsors is $68,500 compared to $58,750 at this time 

last year.   

 

Chad Jones moved and Michael Lamb seconded the approval of an additional 

line item in the budget for Search Committee expenses of $10,000 to 

Arrowhead plus travel reimbursement for members of the search committee. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Nominating Committee Report: 

Immediate Vacancies are: VP Senate Districts and SD 10 Director. 

To be filled for 2020: SD Directors 12 (John Ramos), 18 (Roger Dees), and 

30 (Matt Underwood) due to bylaws (will have served two consecutive terms 

by January breakfast).  

 

Regions 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, and 13 Membership Chairs are vacant. 

 

Michael Lamb raised the issue of distinguishing the roles and responsibilities 

(including voting members of the board) of SD Directors and Membership 

Chairs. The board agreed and will revisit this discussion and the bylaws in the 

future. 



 

Legislative Report: 

Among the items discussed were reading academies, teacher pay, special 

education, school safety, comprehensive graduation plans, and the role and 

authority of the TEA Commissioner. The cost of these items and the erosion 

of local control should be discussed by presenters at the conference. 

 

Legislative Conference:  

Sponsors are asking for an opportunity to present during the conference. 

Board members were asked to think about whether or not this could be 

accommodated. New SBOE Chair Keven Ellis has agreed to be a presenter. 

 

TAMS has 36 districts (includes Regions 2, 4, 5, 10, 15, 17, 19, and 20) and 

49 attendees registered.  

TARS has two 2 districts registered and has contributed $5000.  

Woodville ISD is registered as a non-member.   

 

Breakfast:  

Speakers will be Rep. Gina Hinojosa and Greg Gibson 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:55 am. 

 

Minutes transcribed by Sandy Schwartz 

 


