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The Texas Association of Mid-Size Schools (TAMS) appreciates Chairman Dan Huberty for 
filing comprehensive school finance reform that recognizes that our Texas school districts need 
to be funded appropriately, equitably, and adequately. We strongly support House Bill 3. 
 
The $6.3 billion in new funding for our public schools and the $6,030 level of the Basic 
Allotment will help provide needed resources for students in almost every school district in 
Texas. Raising the Basic Allotment raises the equity and adequacy of the system as a whole. And 
the $6,030 level makes clear our state’s vision of a well-educated population. 
 
We appreciate the focus on the needs of students in early childhood, with funding available to 
pay for full-day prekindergarten. We appreciate the focus on students with poverty and language 
challenges. We appreciate the extension of funding for career and technology education down to 
6th grade and the focus on kids with dyslexia. 
 
We appreciate that H.B. 3 provides resources to the classroom that we can use to plan wisely and 
budget efficiently, meeting the needs of our students, without making a windfall of dollars 
contingent upon state assessment scores of young children. 
 
We would suggest restoring the diseconomy of scale adjustment for special education for any 
school district that would lose revenue for these students. Our smaller and mid-size districts have 
higher costs per special education student than larger districts. As a whole, school districts spend 
much more than we get in formula funding for special education. It’s the special program 
allotment with the widest gap between revenues and expenditures and with a district-level 
federal maintenance of effort requirement. We are concerned that loss of the scale adjustment for 
special program allotments could reduce special education funding for some districts and grow 
the gap between revenues and expenditures, requiring more local money to keep the same 
amount of per-student special education spending. The gap could grow as increasing numbers of 
students enter special education. If districts rely more on other funds for special education 
funding, this area could be particularly affected by any new revenue limits or spending mandates 
in other areas. We appreciate your thoughtful consideration as the bill moves through the 
process.  
 
Thank you for this enormously important and historic legislation. 
	
	


