
                                                              

 

Sen. Drew Springer and Rep Gary VanDeaver Filed SB 587 and HB 3128 to Correct Career and 
Technology Education (CTE) Concerns For Small and Midsize Schools 

History: 

• HB 3 (86th), a landmark school finance bill in 2019, inadvertently contained a glitch in CTE formulas 
that caused small and midsize school districts to lose funding for enrolling students in CTE. 

• Prior to HB 3, the CTE weights were adjusted to account for diseconomies of scale with the small and  
midsize formula through the small and midsize “adjustment.” 

• HB3 changed the small and midsize adjustment into an allotment that no longer adjusts student 
weights in major student program areas (except Special Education). 

• CTE students, however, are removed from the total count of students used to calculate the small and 
midsize district allotment. So not only is there no longer a scale adjustment for smaller districts’ CTE 
programs, these same students also are not accounted for in the new scale allotment itself. This has 
led to small and midsize districts not receiving expected funding for CTE students through HB 3 (86th). 

• Many small and midsize districts are better off financially to not count any CTE students due to the 
formula glitch. 

• While describing the new small and midsize allotment to the 87th House Public Education Committee 
on March 2, Commissioner Morath reported that “During implementation, it was discovered that 
this new structure created significant funding variances when coupled with CTE funding. This issue 
warrants legislative attention.”   

Benefit of Sen. Springer/Rep. VanDeaver Correction:  

• Weights CTE students to address the diseconomies of scale and allow small and 
midsize districts to continue to offer robust CTE options. 

• Ensures that small and midsize districts are able to encourage students to consider CTE 
certifications. 
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