
Dear Representative/Senator-  

As you are aware, in spite of everyone’s hopes for the opposite, the Delta variant of the COVID-19 pandemic is having an 
enormous impact on student attendance in our public schools. In many cases, that impact equals or exceeds the 
negative impact on attendance almost all districts experienced in the 2020-21 school year. 

Consequently, TEA and the state recognized the need during the 2020-21 school year to establish a basic “ADA Hold-
harmless” in order to minimize the negative fiscal impact of COVID-19 on student attendance in school districts across 
the state for that school year. 

The 2021-22 school year has started out in similar fashion. In some areas attendance is worse than at the start of last 
school year. Regardless, the fact is school districts across the state need TEA and the state to respond to this critical 
funding issue in similar fashion to the response in the 2020-21 school year for the following reasons; 

School districts, much like the state legislature, build their budget based upon projected student enrollment. As 
a result, they contract with teachers and other staff in order to be prepared to meet the needs of those 
students. These are real expenses that have to be met. 

The state’s budget for the next two years was built to cover increased student enrollment across the state. That 
$3 billion projection for enrollment growth is in the state budget and should be used to provide school districts 
with the “ADA Hold-harmless” need again for this second year. The state legislature is currently discussing ways 
to cut future property taxes with additional surplus state funds projected to be available by the end of the 
biennium. If these additional funds exist for these purposes, there should be no legitimate fiscal reason for the 
state to fail to address this funding issue for our school children.  

School districts will need to be able to plan on retaining current staff in order to be ready when the pandemic is 
over and students return to school. 

Even though there has been a large influx of new federal dollars to school districts, the purpose of those funds is 
to help school districts staff up and cover unusual expenses necessitated by learning losses resulting from 
instructional time lost to COVID-19 absences. To expect school districts to use those funds to cover the lost 
funding of another attendance shortage caused by COVID-19 simply exacerbates school districts attempts to 
move forward and do the things necessary to make up for student learning lost to the pandemic. While these 
funds are welcomed, they are targeted at very specific purposes and do not cover operational expenses. 
Further, we are grateful that the legislature acknowledged the need to fully fund enrollment during the 87th 
Legislative Session, and now we are asking that these funds be delivered to cover the costs of educating 
students in this trying time.   

We appreciate your efforts on behalf of all children. We feel strongly your support for fully funding schools for the 2021-
22 school year is critical in ensuring that your local schools can continue to adapt to the continuing impact of COVID-19. 
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