
TAMS Legislative Preliminary Considerations for 88th Legislative Session-Spring 2023

The Mission of Texas Association of Midsize Schools (TAMS) is to protect/expand the Midsize (MS) Allotment against the 
economic diseconomy of scale that exists for midsize schools (1,200-5,000 Pk-12 students) in Texas. TAMS Update/Wins 
from the 87th Legislative Session:

o Continued the midsize allotment from HB 3 (86th). Since 2019-20 this has generated around $165 million 
per year in mid-sized district allotment for about 200 districts each school year. 

o Mid-sized districts also generate approximately $25 million each year in extra special education funding 
due to their mid-sized status.

o With the passage of HB 1525 (87th), mid-sized districts will generate additional career and technical 
education funding. Based on attendance projections for the 2021-22 school year this is expected to 
result in $20-25 million in new CTE funding.

o HB 1525 also included proration on several other state allotments. TAMS was able to secure the 
continuation of a non-prorated mid-sized allotment. This is key as proration creates budgetary 
uncertainty for school districts and reduces their final allotment amount.

As of March 2022, the following legislative themes are emerging for the 88th Legislative Session:

1. Issue: Rising property values and local taxation due to state overreliance on property and sales taxes.
Emerging Priority: Work for sensible solutions that promote a harmonious share of state/local funding. 

2. Issue: Virtual education and rural connectivity.
Emerging Priority: Work to ensure MS students, particularly those in rural areas, have reliable access to high-
speed internet. 

3. Issue: Fast-Growth is occurring in Rural Areas impacting MS schools and the current fast growth funding aligns 
more with larger urban and suburban ISD’s.
Emerging Priority: Explore the benefit of bifurcating fast growth funding between current formula to ensure 
equitable consideration for MS schools.

4. Issue: Inconsistencies in student attendance and funding due to pandemic. 
Emerging Priority: Consideration for enrollment-based funding to mitigate disparities based on lingering student 
absences.

5. Issue: Overburdening requirements such as HB 4545 and Reading Academies and the potential negative impact 
on teacher turnover and new teacher workload.
Emerging Priority: Whereas the original rationale was valid as we attempt to regain academic losses due to CV-
19, the practical application of these requirements are virtually impossible as teacher shortages and pandemic 
variants continue. 

These emerging themes will be updated throughout 2022 as additional information becomes available.  TAMS looks 
forward to working as partners with legislative staff and elected officials to ensure that the diseconomy of scale, which 
exists for over 600 Small and Midsize Schools, is appropriately addressed.

Thank you for taking time to better understand our preliminary preparation for the 88th Legislative Session.

TAMS-Greg Gibson and Jodi Duron


