
 
          
  Texas Assessment Program for Students with Disabilities 
 
The purpose of this correspondence is to provide the most up to date information regarding the assessment 
of students who receive special education services. The Texas Assessment Program mandates that all 
students in grades 3-11 are tested annually. It is important for you to be able to recognize which of the 
following assessments is most appropriate for your child: 
 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) 
The TAKS is an assessment that measures the statewide curriculum in reading at Grades 3-9; in writing at 
Grades 4 and 7; in English Language Arts at Grades 10 and 11; in mathematics at Grades 3-11; in science 
at Grades 5, 8, 10, and 11; and social studies at Grades 8, 10, and 11. The Spanish TAKS is administered at 
Grades 3 through 6. 
 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills- Inclusive (TAKS-I) 
The TAKS-I is an assessment that measures the academic progress of students receiving special education 
services for whom TAKS, even with allowable accommodations is not an appropriate measure of academic 
progress.  TAKS-I test consist of the same test items that appear on the TAKS with appropriate format 
changes and fewer test items.  Students may take the TAKS-I tests only at their enrolled grade level.  
TAKS-I will be administered in the following  areas for students receiving special education services in the 
TEKS curriculum on or near grade level in 2007: 
 Exit Level Mathematics/TAKS-I (Primary Administration Only) 
 Exit Level ELA/TAKS-I (Primary Administration Only) 
 Grades 5, 8, 10, and Exit Level science 
 Grades 5 Spanish science 
 Grades 8, 10, and Exit Level social studies 
 
TAKS-I will be expanded to include all grades and subject levels in 2008.  
Federal law (No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and the Individuals with Disabilities Improvement Act of 
2004) states that most students with disabilities (97%) must take the TAKS or TAKS-I which are 
considered as grade level assessments. However, the TAKS or TAKS-I may not be appropriate for your 
child.  As a result, the following testing options may be considered: 
 
State Developed Alternative Assessment II (SDAA-II) 
SDAA II assesses special education students in Grades 3-10 who are receiving instruction in the Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) but for whom TAKS or TAKS-I are inappropriate measures of 
their academic progress. This test assesses the areas of reading, writing, and mathematics. Students will be 
assessed at their appropriate instructional levels (K-10), as determined by their admission, review, and 
dismissal (ARD) committees. The SDAA-II will no longer be in existence after the 2006-2007 school year. 
 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills- Modified (TAKS-M) 
The TAKS-M (also known as the 2% assessment) is an alternate assessment based on modified grade level 
achievement standards. This test may assess special education students who have difficulty achieving 
grade-level proficiency, even with the best of instruction.  The TAKS-M may have a different format than 
the TAKS.  The format for the TAKS-M may consist of a larger font, more white space, fewer questions 
per page, and three instead of four answer choices per question.  The Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills- Modified is pending final regulations by the United States Department of Education and is 
scheduled to be a possible assessment option in spring 2008. 
 
 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills- Alternate (TAKS-Alt) 
TAKS-Alt (also known as the 1% assessment) is an assessment designed for students with significant 
cognitive disabilities. Unlike other state-wide assessments in Texas, TAKS-Alt is not a traditional paper-
and-pencil or multiple-choice test. Instead, the assessment involves teachers observing students as they 
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complete teacher-designed activities that link to the grade-level Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) curriculum.  The TAKS-Alt will be field tested in spring 2007 and will be an operational 
assessment in 2008. 
 
Locally Developed Alternative Assessment (LDAA) 
A LDAA measures the learning of students who receive special education services when the TAKS, 
TAKS-I, SDAA-II, and TAKS-Alt are not appropriate. When TAKS, TAKS-I, SDAA-II, and TAKS-Alt 
are not appropriate, TEKs-based LDAA’s are administered to students receiving special education services 
for:  
Grade 5 science 
Grade 8 science and social studies 
Grade 10 science and social studies 
Grade 11 (Exit Level) for English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. 
 
The Admission, Review, and Dismissal committee is responsible for determining what assessment will be 
used for the LDAA and what mastery criteria will be expected for each student. LDAAs will continue to be 
used during the 2006-07 school year for special education students for whom TAKS, TAKS-I, SDAA-II, 
and TAKS-Alt are not appropriate but will be discontinued after this year. 
 
Please call the Special Programs office at 409-986-6331 if you have further questions or concerns about 
your child’s assessment. 
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