
Canyon Independent School District

Parent Nomination, Permission to Assess and Questionnaire Form
Advanced Academic Services Program

Grades K-1
(Gifted & Talented)

Please complete the Parent Inventory Checklist/Questionnaire and in addition, the Permission to
Assess; this document allows us to administer the COGAT (Cognitive Abilities Test) and the TTCT
(Torrance Test of Creative Thinking).  The assessment is divided into nine sections and takes
approximately two and a half hours.  The test will be taken at school and administered by a teacher
or district administrator. You will receive notification from your campus G/T facilitator of the exact
day of the test closer to the testing window.

Deadline for Kindergarten - 1st Grade Nominations:       December 9, 2022 by 3:30
(Gifted and Talented Nominations must be submitted to the campus of enrollment by 3:30
pm on or before December 9, 2022)

The testing window for grades K-1 is: January 9 - 20, 2023

Depending upon the grade level of your child, an individual teacher/counselor or a team of
teachers, will be completing a questionnaire which assesses the learning, motivational, creativity,
and leadership characteristics they have observed in the school environment.

Assessments, questionnaires and summary results are scored and compiled.  Then, a
campus-based committee meets to determine a student’s eligibility for the district program.  As
soon as a determination has been made, you will be notified by mail.

If you have any questions, please call Chris Norton, Director of Digital and Academic Innovation
and Director of the Gifted and Talented Program, at 677-2665.

Thank you,

Curriculum Department
Canyon Independent School District
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Canyon Independent School District

Parent Nomination, Permission to Assess and Questionnaire Form
Advanced Academic Services Program

Grades K-1
(Gifted & Talented)

Parents should complete this form if they believe their child is performing well above grade level or
demonstrating exceptional strengths or talents and would like their child’s performance and
achievement to be reviewed to determine eligibility for gifted education services.

Listed below are some differences to help you distinguish between a bright child and a gifted
learner (Janice Szabos, Challenge).  The list below does not describe all traits and attitudes of gifted
children, as all children are diverse in their characteristics; however, it is a good reference of
distinguishing characteristics.

Bright Child
1. Knows the answers
2. Is interested
3. Is attentive
4. Has good ideas
5. Works hard
6. Answers the questions
7. Top group
8. Listens with interest
9. Learns with ease
10. 6-8 repetitions for mastery
11. Understands ideas
12. Enjoys peers
13. Grasps the meaning
14. Completes the assignment
15. Is receptive
16. Copies accurately
17. Enjoys school
18. Absorbs information
19. Technician
20. Good memorizer
21. Prefers straightforward tasks
22. Is alert
23. Is pleased with own learning

Gifted Learner
1. Asks the questions
2. Is highly curious
3. Is mentally and physically involved
4. Has wildly silly ideas
5. Plays around, yet tests well
6. Discusses in detail; elaborates
7. Beyond the group
8. Shows strong feelings and opinions
9. Already knows
10. 1-2 repetitions for mastery
11. Constructs abstractions
12. Prefers adults
13. Draws inferences
14. Initiates projects
15. Is intense
16. Creates new designs
17. Enjoys learning
18. Manipulates information
19. Inventor
20. Good guesser
21. Thrives on complexity
22. Is keenly observant
23. Is highly self-critical
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Canyon Independent School District

Parent Nomination, Permission to Assess and Questionnaire Form
Advanced Academic Services Program

Grades K-1
(Gifted and Talented)

Student Legal Name:  ______________________________

Grade:  _____ ID Number: _________________ Date:  __________________

Campus:  __________________________________ Homeroom Teacher:  __________________

I would like to nominate my child for testing and consideration and placement in the

CISD Advanced Academic Services Program.

With this nomination, I give permission for_____________________________________________
Student’s Legal Name

to participate in the Gifted and Talented Program identification process, which includes academic

aptitude and achievement testing.  I understand that I will be notified by mail regarding the

decision of the selection committee.

Parent Signature:  ___________________________________________ Date: ______________

Mailing Address: __________________________________ City: ___________ Zip Code _________

Once this form is received, the campus G/T facilitator will schedule additional assessment for
placement consideration.  The results of the assessment will be communicated to parents through a
letter.
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Parent Inventory Checklist/Questionnaire – K-1

A. What special talents or skills does your child have?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

B. For each of the items below, put an X in the column which best describes your child as you see him
or her.

Rarely  or
Never

Occasionally Considerable Most of
the Time

Is curious about a variety of things;  wants to
know “how” and “why”

Learns easily and readily

Knows about things of which other children are
unaware

Is a keen and alert observer; usually “sees more”
or “gets more” out of a story, film, etc., than others

Is imaginative in play, artwork, use of materials,
ideas, etc.

Displays a keen sense of humor and sees humor in
situations that may not appear humorous to
others

Is nonconforming; accepts disorder; is not
interested in details; is individualistic; does not
fear being different

Generates a large number of ideas or solutions to
problems and questions; often offers unusual
(“way out”), unique, clever responses

Shows an awareness of the needs of others

Seems to enjoy being around other people; is
sociable and prefers not to be alone

Tends to dominate others when they are around;
generally directs the activity in which he/she is
involved.

Assumes responsibility beyond what is expected
for his/her age

Shows a sustained interest in music – seeks out
opportunities to hear and create music

Eagerly participates in musical activities

Sensitive to the rhythm of the music; responds
through body movements to changes in the temp
of the music

Is aware of and can identify a variety of sounds
heard at a given moment – is sensitive to
background noises, to words that accompany a
melody, to the different sounds of singers or
instrumentalists in a performance.

Spends time on art activities (e.g., drawing,
painting, or modeling with clay)
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Incorporates a large number of elements into
artwork; varies the subject and content of the
artwork

Is particularly sensitive to the environment; is a
keen observer – sees the unusual, what may be
overlooked by others

Produces artwork which is highly original and has a
very distinctive style

Performs simple operations of addition and
subtraction easily

Shows interest in counting, measuring,
weighing or ordering objects

Shows interest in or advanced understanding of
concepts related to time (clock, calendar) or
money

Demonstrates understanding and retention of
mathematical symbols (e.g., numerals, operation
signs such as =, -, x, or ÷)

Shows interest or exceptional skills in classifying
and sorting

Examines objects carefully or observes events
closely

Has long attention span for activities related to
science or nature

Demonstrates understanding of cause and effect
relationships such as, plants need water to grow,
or that water freezes at low temperatures and
boils at high temperatures

Selects books as an activity

Shows exceptional retention of symbols, letters
and words.

Shows interest in printing names, letters and
words.

Demonstrates ability to read

Shows agility in maneuvering his/her body (e.g.,
stopping and starting, changing direction with
control)

Is well-coordinated

Enjoys movement for its own sake (running,
jumping, climbing)

Shows interest in fine motor activities, such as
printing, sewing or drawing

Please return the completed Parent Inventory Checklist/Questionnaire and

the Permission to Assess to your campus G/T Facilitator or mail to:

Chris Norton, G/T Director
P.O. Box 899

Canyon, Texas 79015
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