
SRHS Science e-Learning 

Instructor: Estela T. Thompson 

Preferred method of contact: ethompson@srlions.com  

Hours of Availability: 575-781-0457 

M-TH 1-4pm 

  F  8-12pm 

SRHS Parents/Students, 

As we embark on new territory in the history of education in the US, we 

can all say we will be the pioneers of e-learning together. In our trial run 

last week, I was glad to see many of my students engage in 

corresponding, accessing their lessons by logging on both Schoology, 

Gizmos, & Newsela. They have thus far, engaged in videos, notetaking, 

emailing, posting, submitting photos and images. I am thankful for their 

knowledge of navigating technology and being ready to use new formats 

of learning. It will be an adventure for us all! 

My goals for students during this time are as follows: 

1.) Engage with students to ensure they are safe, well and coping 

positively with the pandemic we are experiencing.  

2.)  Be a positive and stress free way for students can continue to 

build and strengthen academic skills and maintain progress in 

science education.  

3.) Promote responsibility and motivation to encourage life-long 

learning. 

The main format for communication and instruction will be done through 

Schoology. All students should have registered by now and have an 
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account. It is through this format that I will provide instructional 

material, lessons, activities and feedback.  

Instructor Expectations: 

You can expect me to have weekly instructional material, lessons and 

activities by Monday noon.  

You can expect me to provide you a both video and textual information 

in which to learn the objectives being addressed. 

You can expect me to engage with you weekly and be available to you 

for questions, concerns in regards to lessons/assignments, your 

learning situation and of course your overall wellbeing.  

You can expect me to be available to you via email M-F, and by 

phone/text during hours of availability.  

Student Expectations:  

It is expected that the student access information on Schoology weekly.  

It is expected that student maintain weekly communication by 

responding to roll call weekly.  

It is expected that students practice the Honor Code when completing 

and submitting assignments.  

It is expected that students put forth an honest effort in engaging in all 

instructional material and assignments.  

It is expected that when engaging with instructor or other students, 

language, tone and intent are kept respectful and conducive to a 

positive learning experience.  

Parent Expectations 



It is expected that you provide structure in time and in space for 

effective learning to occur. 

It is expected that you promote the minimizing of distractions during 

their e-learning time.  

It is expected that advocate for them and if there are challenges to 

accessing lessons that you communicate with instructors.  

It is expected that you encourage them to keep a regular schedule and 

help them manage their e-learning classes and assignments.  

*Thank you in advance for your patience with teachers and students 

as we become more versed in this format of learning. Please be 

patient with yourself as well, as you have been thrown into a new 

role. 

 

Assignments 

Assignments will usually consist of watching videos, taking notes, 

reading articles or information passages, responding to discussion 

questions, worksheets and an occasional creation of a product. 

Assignments will be listed in the order they are to be completed, as 

sequence of how information is presented is importance for overall 

comprehension. All assignments will be expected to be completed, 

saved into folder and submitted by end of the week.  

Students will be expected to respond to the weekly roll call. This will 

be a participation grade and will allow me to engage with students to 

check in on their overall status. So far, this has been my favorite part of 

e-learning.  



It is recommended that students continue to keep a notebook and utilize 

Cornell Style note taking. If you have access to a printer, students may 

print, write in answers, take a picture and save in a digital folder. 

Weekly assignments will be saved in the digital folder and submitted via 

the messaging system on Schoology. This will be a better way to keep 

everyone’s work organized for grading and credit.  

Process for submitting assignments.  

1.) Create a weekly folder. 

2.) Save completed assignments to folder. If its notes, take a picture, 

upload and save to folder as well.  

3.) Submit to Mrs. Thompson, via the message system on Schoology. 

Grading 

Per NM PED it is recommended that students be graded on a 

pass/fail system.  

Here is the criteria for a pass score: 

-Assignments are completed by student using the Honor Code. 

Students who submit the same responses will not be given credit or 

be able to make up.  

-Assignments are submitted on time, completed, collectively in an 

electric folder via message system on Schoology by Friday midnight.  

-Weekly roll call completed to demonstrate correct grammar, 

punctuation, and capitalization. This activity will require students to 

engage in written communication. They are expected construct well 

written responses to address the prompts.  

Criteria to earn a fail score: 



-Fail to follow the Honor Code for assignments. 

-Fail to engage in weekly roll call. 

-Fail to complete and submit assignments accordingly.  

I will close with this short story. I find it very appropriate for the 

situation we are facing.  

What we choose to see, can very well brighten the situation for 

others.  

THE HOSPITAL WINDOW 

There were two men, both seriously ill, who shared the same hospital room. One man 

got a seat next to the room’s only window. The man was also allowed to sit up in his 

bed for an hour each afternoon to help him drain fluids from his lungs.  The other man 

had to spend all his time lying flat on his back. 

The two roommates quickly bonded and started talking for hours on end. They talked 

about their lives, their job, children and wives. One day the man on the other side of 

the window, expressed how he envied the man near the window. From that day the 

man near the window started describing all the things he could see outside the 

window. 

The window overlooked a lovely park with a lake. Ducks played on the lake while 

children sailed their model boats. Young lovers walked arm in arm amidst flowers of 

every color and a fine view of the city skyline could be seen in the distance. The man 

on the other bed began to live for those one hour where he could hear and visualize 

the world outside the hospital room. The one hour of every day would broaden 

broadened his world and enlivened by all the activity and color of the world outside. 

One fine afternoon the man by the window described a parade passing by.  Although 

the other man could not hear the band, he could visualize it as the man by the window 

vividly described. 

Days and weeks passed by. 

One morning, a nurse arrived to examine the condition of the two patients. She found 

the lifeless body of the man by the window. The man had peacefully embraced his 



death on his sleep.  The nurse sadly called the hospital attendants to take the body 

away. 

The other man grieved the death of his roommate.  But, as the day passed by he 

started missing the way his roommate described the view out of the window. In a hope 

to have a peek out of the window and the beautiful world outside, the other man asked 

if he could be moved next to the window.  The nurse happily made the switch. As 

soon as he was comfortable in his new bed, the man slowly and painfully propped 

himself  to take his first look at the world outside. The nurse delightfully watched as 

the man attempted to sit on the bed after weeks.  But as he strained to slowly turn to 

look out of the window beside him. He was stunned to see a blank wall outside the 

window.  The agitate man asked the nurse what could have made his roommate to lie 

about the view outside the window. 

“There is nothing to see from here.  Where are all the wonderful things he saw? He 

described everything so vividly.  Is this a new and recent wall?  Why did he give me 

such vivid details that don’t exist?” He asked 

The nurse shook her head and answered his questions, “Perhaps he just wanted to 

encourage you and make you happy.  You see, your roommate was totally blind”. 
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