
28. SEARCH OF STUDENTS, STUDENT LOCKERS AND STUDENT PROPERTY, 
AND SCHOOLWIDE SEARCHES  

The governance board recognizes its responsibility for the safety and welfare of the students and 
faculty. A search of an individual student, student property, lockers or schoolwide searches may 
be conducted to safeguard the educational process, preserve discipline and order, and promote 
the safety and security of persons and their property. A student or student’s property may be 
searched when the student is reasonably suspected of having violated a school policy or a 
criminal statute or ordinance. The principal may authorize schoolwide searches, including the 
use of metal detection devices and drug or weapons sniffing dogs, after making the 
determination a schoolwide search is necessary to detect the presence of dangerous weapons, 
contraband or to deter potential school violence. School officials may search school property, 
including, but not limited to, desks and lockers, at any time. In view of the fact students do not 
have privacy rights on school property, lockers and desks and book bags/backpacks may be 
searched when there exists reasonable suspicion a violation of local, state or federal law or 
school policy has occurred. Items that violate local, state or federal law or school policy shall not 
be stored in lockers or desks. At least one witness must be present during the search of student 
property, locker or desk. Group or individual searches of students may be made when a student is 
on school premises, upon entering district property, while in transit under the authority of the 
school, or while in attendance of any function sponsored or authorized by the district. A person 
of the same gender as the student being searched shall conduct the search of an individual 
student. At least one witness must be present during individual student searches and the witness 
must be of the same gender as the person being searched. Any type of search must have 
appropriate authorization and be conducted by an administrator, an administrator's designee or 
law enforcement personnel so as to assure parents that safeguards are employed to protect the 
well-being and privacy of students. The students' constitutional rights will be protected in any 
type of search conducted.  

 


