
15. REPORTING CHILD ABUSE  
It is the intent of the district to comply with state statutes related to mandatory reporting of 
suspected child abuse and/or neglect.   
 

A. Every school employee having reason to believe that a student under the age of eighteen 
(18) years is a victim of abuse or neglect shall report the matter immediately to the 
Department of Human Services and local law enforcement. Reports to the Department 
shall be made to the hotline, which is 1-800-522-3511. The line is open 24 hours a day. 
Any allegation of abuse or neglect reported in any manner to a county office shall 
immediately be referred to the hotline by the Department.  

B. Every school employee having reason to believe that a student aged eighteen (18) years 
or older is a victim of abuse or neglect shall report the matter immediately to local law 
enforcement.  

C. In reports required by subsection A or B of this section, local law enforcement shall keep 
confidential and redact any information identifying the reporting school employee unless 
otherwise ordered by the court. A school employee with knowledge of a report required 
by this section shall not disclose information identifying the reporting school employee 
unless otherwise ordered by the court or as part of an investigation by local law 
enforcement or the Department.  

D. The employee who submits a report to the Department of Human Services will also 
advise the school counselor that DHS was contacted and provide the date and time of the 
call and the name of the Department of Human Services worker or law 
enforcement personnel with whom the counselor spoke.  

E. No employee is to contact the child's family or any other person for any reason, including 
to determine the cause of the suspected abuse or neglect. Any such contact is strictly 
prohibited. Any employee who violates this prohibition will be subject to discipline.   

F. School officials or employees shall not reveal any information regarding the suspected 
abuse or neglect to any parties other than the Department of Human Services and the 
appropriate law enforcement personnel. It is not the responsibility of the school official or 
employee to prove the child has been abused or neglected.   

G. Any person who knowingly and willfully fails to promptly report suspected child abuse 
or neglect or who interferes with the prompt reporting of suspected child abuse or neglect 
may be reported to local law enforcement for criminal investigation and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Any person with prolonged knowledge of 
ongoing child abuse or neglect who knowingly and willfully fails to promptly report such 
knowledge may be reported to local law enforcement for criminal investigation and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be guilty of a felony. For the purposes of this paragraph, 
"prolonged knowledge" shall mean knowledge of at least six (6) months of child abuse or 
neglect.  

H. Any person who knowingly and willfully makes a false report pursuant to the provisions 
of this section or a report that the person knows lacks factual foundation may be reported 



to local law enforcement for criminal investigation and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor.  
If a court determines that an accusation of child abuse or neglect made during a child 
custody proceeding is false and the person making the accusation knew it to be false at 
the time the accusation was made, the court may impose a fine, not to exceed Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) and reasonable attorney fees incurred in recovering the 
sanctions, against the person making the accusation. The remedy provided by this 
paragraph is in addition to paragraph 1 of this subsection or to any other remedy provided 
by law.  

I. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to exempt or prohibit any person 
from reporting any suspected child abuse or neglect pursuant to subsection B of this 
section.  

J. All parties concerned shall treat the reports in a confidential manner. In no case should 
the child be subject to undue pressure in order to validate or not validate the suspicion of 
abuse. Validation of suspected child abuse is the responsibility of the Department of 
Human Services and law enforcement.   

 


